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-.» fifteen messages of John XXIII in full, one of 
Pius XII... highlights from other papal letters 


and addresses... 


®@ The Ecumenical Council 


Information and inspiration are provid- 
ed by the Holy Father in two addresses 
to the Central Preparatory Commission 
of the coming ecumenical council. Pages 
241 and 246. 


® Woman in the World 


Pope John suggests a program of spirit- 
ual activities outside the home for Cath- 
olic women in his message The Aposto- 
late of the Catholic Woman. Page 236. 


®@ A Priest’s Education 


In The Task of the Seminary Pope John 
declares that the training of seminarians 
lies at the very roots of the Church’s life. 
It takes a well-prepared clergy, he points 
out, to cope effectively with the spirit 
abroad in the world today. Page 199. 


® The Movies 


Psychology, aesthetics, criticism, and 
pedagogy are all relevant to the art of 
the cinema, Pope John says in Christian 
Influence on the Motion Picture. Catho- 
lics should increase their study of these 
relationships if the Church is to have its 
full and proper effect on the movies. 
Page 215. 


@ War or Peace 


Rulers of nations bear a tremendous 
responsibility for world peace, Pope 
John says in A Call to Peace. They will 
have to answer for their actions before 
the tribunal of history and the judgment 
seat of God, he warns. Page 251. 


® Children 


A sense of service, sacrifice and voca- 
tion should be instilled into children 
from their earliest years, the Holy 
Father advises in The Apostolate to 
Children. Page 266. 


@ Plastic Surgery 


Christian morality has never condemned 
due care for physical beauty, Pope Pius 
XII pointed out in The Art and Science 
of Plastic Surgery, but it must keep its 
proper position in the hierarchy of 
values. Page 270. 


® also in this issue... 


are letters and addresses on Catholic 
action, the catechism, the parish, the 
Vatican’s daily newspaper, and other 
topics of interest. 





if possible. Better service will result. 
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NEWS 


and NOTES 


WORLD PEACE has been the subject of 
many of Pope John’s public statements 
in recent months and he has more than 
once expressed his anxiety over the con- 
tinued state of crisis in international 
affairs. 

On September 10, immediately after 
celebrating a special Mass for peace, he 
delivered a radio address to the entire 
world, warning of the havoc that war 
with modern weapons would cause. (See 
page 251.) In it he called upon the 
rulers of nations to face the tremendous 
responsibilities they bear before the tri- 
bunal of history and the judgment seat 
of God. 

HE AGAIN SHOWED his preoccupation 
with the current threats of war when, a 
few days later, he told a general audi- 
ence that it is every Christian’s duty to 
work for peace, especially by prayer and 
sacrifice. 

IN TWO OTHER MESSAGES he asked 
all Catholics to pray to Our Lady for 
world peace, and in still other addresses 
he repeated his warning that interna- 
tional peace depends upon the achieve- 
ment of peace in individual hearts. 


* 


TROUBLE SPOTS of the world were the 
subject of several papal messages. Pope 


John expressed his sorrow over the 
bloodshed in Algeria and said he has 


prayed for the return of peace to that 
north African country (Page 220). 

The Pope’s first public statement on 
the present Cuban regime was made to 
a general audience on September 20. 
He expressed the hope that persecution 
of the Church in Cuba can be ended by 
good will, calm deliberation, and a seri- 
ous effort to safeguard Christian values. 
Pope John spoke three days after the 
Cuban regime had expelled a Catholic 
bishop and 135 priests and brothers 
from the country. 


* 


SEMINARIANS once again receive Pope 
John’s attention, in his talk to Italian 
seminary rectors, The Task of the Semi- 
nary (Page 199). The intellectual prep- 
aration of the seminarian is discussed as 
a necessary complement to his religious 
and moral training. 


* 


THE ECUMENICAL COUNCIL’S organi- 
zation and rules of procedure were dis- 
cussed at the first full session of the 
Central Preparatory Commission, held 
early in the summer under the presi- 
dency of the Holy Father himself. (See 
pages 241 and 246.) 

Not all of its decisions were made 
public but some information was re- 
leased by Pope John and by Archbishop 
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Pericle Felici, secretary of the commis- 
sion: 





There was clarification of the ques- 
tion of invitations to the council. A sel- 
ection of participating theologians and 
canonists was made. From two to three 
thousand prelates and priests will take 
part in the council. 





The procedural rules for the dis- 
cussions and for the casting of votes 
were determined. 





Latin will be the official language 
of the council but participants will be 
allowed to address the council in their 
native tongues if they wish. 





The use of microphones and am- 
plifying systems was favored by the 
commission. 

——Plenary sessions of the council will 
be held in the central nave of St. Peter’s 
Basilica. 





The method of recording proceed- 
ings of the council was debated and it is 
probable that both stenographers and 
tape recorders will be employed. 

Funds will be available to bring to 
the council those Fathers of the council 
who cannot meet the expense involved. 
The nature and number of the com- 
missions in the council itself was dis- 
cussed. They need not be the same as 
the preparatory commissions and secre- 
tariats. 








-——Non-Catholic representation at the 
council was one question not decided. It 
will be discussed at future meetings of 
the commission. 

* 


AT A PRESS CONFERENCE, Archbish- 
op Felici pointed out that the Central 
Preparatory Commission simply estab- 
lishes a ground plan for the council and 
does not predetermine the work of the 
council Fathers. 
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The second session of this commission 
was scheduled to open on November 7. 


* 
THE OPENING DATE of the council 
will not be earlier than December 8, 
1962, said Augustin Cardinal Bea, S.J., 
president of the council’s preparatory 
secretariat for Christian unity. However, 
it is possible that the council will open 
on that date, he said. 


* 


SEVERAL ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS 
of the encyclical Mater et Magistra have 
already been published. The first few 
(including the Vatican Press transla- 
tion) were made from the Italian text of 
the encyclical. To the best of our knowl- 
edge, only one of the translations done 
in this country thus far is from the 
official Latin text. It is now available in 
pamphlet form from the Paulist Press 
and from N.C.W.C. 

A translation from the official Latin 
text is scheduled to appear in the next 
issue of THE Pope Speaks and, almost 
simultaneously, as a TPS reprint. 


* 

THE DEATHS OF THREE CARDINALS 
within eight days moved the Holy Father 
deeply. Vatican Secretary of State Dom- 
enico Cardinal Tardini died on July 30, 
Nicola Cardinal Canali, highly placed 
Curia official, on August 3, and Josef 
Cardinal van Roey of Malines, Belgium, 
on August 6. 

When informed of the death of Car- 
dinal Tardini, Pope John went at once 
from Castelgandolfo to the bedside of 
the deceased prelate in the Vatican and 
knelt there in prayer for a long time. At 
noon of the same day he personally an- 
nounced the death from a balcony over- 
looking St. Peter’s Square. In a voice 
shaking with emotion, the Pope said: 
“Dear children, I will speak just a word. 





| 
| 
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Very early this morning the angel of 
death entered the apostolic palace and 
carried away with him the Cardinal Sec- 
retary of State, Domenico Tardini, who 
was the closest and strongest helper of 
the Pope in the government of the Holy 
Church. Think how Our Heart is af- 
flicted....” 

A NEW SECRETARY OF STATE for the 
Holy See was appointed shortly after the 
death of Cardinal Tardini. He is Amleto 
Cardinal Cicognani, who was Apostolic 
Delegate to the United States from 1933 
to 1958. 

* 


THE EIGHTIETH BIRTHDAY of Pope 
John was celebrated on November 4, 
although his actual birthday is Novem- 
ber 25. Observance of it has been moved 
up to the 4th to coincide with the date 
of his coronation three years ago. 

Pope John attended a memorial Mass 
for Pope Pius XII on October 9, the 


third anniversary of his death. 


* 


POPE PIUS XII, it seems certain, will 
go down in history as one of the world’s 
great teachers in the field of medicine 
and morals. His last public address in 
this field, The Art and Science of Plas- 
tic Surgery, begins on page 270 of this 
issue. As in his other talks on medical 
topics, Pope Pius states the relevant 
moral principles and clarifies their ap- 
plication to the particular problems of 
patient and physician. 


* 
IN OTHER MESSAGES, not appearing in 


‘ this issue, Pope John: 





urged those working on refugee 
and migrant problems not to forget the 
importance of keeping families together. 


October 21, 1961. 


———said that the Catholic press should 
try to mold public opinion as well as 
inform it. October 20, 1961. 


praised the progress made by the 
Marist brothers in their work. October 


15, 1961. 


——expressed regret that many Catho- 
lics neglect veneration of the saints. 
“The saints have been given to men to 
make the imitation of Christ easier,” he 


said. October 14, 1961. 


——-said that his soul was filled with 
hope by the current efforts to raise liv- 
ing standards in Latin America. Octo- 
ber 13, 1961. 


told the Second Interamerican Ma- 
rian Congress that if men would only 
try to imitate the Blessed Virgin, an or- 
der based on Christian wisdom would 
be established in both private and pub- 
lic life. October 12, 1961. 


praised the Jesuits for their “dili- 
gent presence” and zeal, wherever the 
will of God has led them. October 1, 
1961. 


told the people of the Philippines 
that the salvation of a nation depends in 
large part on the holiness of its priests. 
He urged them to give special care to the 
recruitment and education of candidates 
for the priesthood. October 7, 1961. 

















described family recitation of the 
Rosary as a “true school of spirituality.” 
He told of his own childhood when his 
family prayed the Rosary together every 
evening. October 7, 1961. 


——discussed recitation of the Rosary 
under the three headings of contempla- 
tion, reflection, and intention. September 
29, 1961. 

——compared the Church to David fac- 
ing the Goliath of world communism. 


September 24, 1961. 
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said that equal rights for women 
does not imply that they have the same 
roles as men. He stressed the maternal 
nature of women but said they also have 
important functions in social and civic 
affairs “especially in all fields that re- 
quire sensitivity, delicacy, and maternal 
intuition.” September 6, 1961. 


* 
THREE PHOTOGRAPHS of Pope John 
appear in this issue. He is seen greeting 


Queen Elizabeth (page 240) and partici- 
pating in the Greek Rite consecration of 
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Archbishop Acacio Coussa (page 260). 
These two photos are by Giordani. A 
portrait of the Pope by Felici, official 
Vatican photographer, is on page 198. 


* 

TRANSLATORS of the longer messages 
in this issue are identified in the footnote 
on the second page of each message. 
The translation of the message beginning 
on page 220 is by the TPS staff, based 
on one issued by N.C.W.C. Press. Father 
Austin Vaughan did those beginning on 
page 219 and 221. 


Tue Pore Speaks is a quarterly publication presenting, in English, letters and addresses 
of the Roman pontiffs. Recent documents are given priority, but when space is available 
those of prior years and prior pontificates are published. Translations are based princi- 
pally on texts published in L’Osservatore Romano, Vatican City daily which prints papal 
messages in the languages in which they were given. A TPS Gum is included in each 
issue and contains bibliographic data on all papal documents that come to our attention 
during a prescribed period; this period closes some months prior to publication of the 
magazine, in order that the Gumwe may be as complete as possible. Thus, this issue, Vol. 7, 
No. 3 (published November 1961), brings you translations of several of the more interest- 
ing and important messages of Pope John XXIII which have appeared in recent months, 
along with bibliographic coverage in the TPS Guwe for the months of January through 
June, 1961. Tue Pore Speaks is published at 3622 12th St., N.E., Washington 17, D. C. 
Subscription rates: $6.00 a year; $11.00 for two years; $16.00 three years. Second-class 


postage paid at Washington, D. C. 
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The Task of the Seminary 


An Address of Pope John XXIII to Seminary Rectors 


L’incontro odierno 


ELOVED sons, today’s meet- 
ing does not call for any long 
introduction. There is com- 

plete and immediate understanding 
between Our soul and yours and 
this means that all We have to do 
is tell you right away that during 
these study-days We have felt as if 
We were alongside each of you: 
with Our thoughts, Our prayers 
and Our most fervent wishes for 
your success. 

It was only natural for Us to 
have a deep, heartfelt interest in 
so providential an undertaking 
as a “Refresher Course! for Semi- 
nary Rectors.” . 

We are grateful to the Sacred 
Congregation of Seminaries and 
most of all to you, the venerable 
and zealous Cardinal Prefect, for 
having sponsored the course. And 
We are grateful to the instructors 
from the Higher Institute of Peda- 
gogy of the Pontifical Salesian 
Athenaeum who have shared their 
wealth of learning and experience 
with this distinguished gathering. 


Reasons for optimism 


Just talking about young semina- 


July 29, 1961 


rians is a cause both for joy and 
trepidation. As a matter of fact, 
they lend confirmation to Our feel- 
ings of optimism about the present 
generation, for this generation is 
just as ready as those that have 
gone before to offer manus adju- 
trices? to the priestly ministry and 
thereby provide one more proof of 
the effectiveness of the secret but 
substantial way that grace works 
in souls. 

On Pentecost of this year, after 
the consecration of fourteen mis- 
sionary bishops, We wanted to let 
people know of a hope, an eager 
and anxious longing in Our heart: 
“The generation that is already 
well experienced and the one that is 
following in its path . . . provide us 
with good reason to look forward 
joyfully and confidently to further 
success in the future. How often 
this comes to mind when We come 
in here to St. Peter’s for general 
audiences ; sometimes We say so, as 
We look out over all these many, 
many sturdy youngsters bursting 
with zeal and with courage, and yet 
trained in good manners and im- 
bued with respect for ancient tradi- 
tion. 
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“Oh! why shouldn’t We expect to 
see a flame enkindled in many of 
them which will lead them to leave 
everything behind and give them- 
selves to the priesthood, to the re- 
ligious life, to the profession of the 
works of mercy, to the boundless 
fields of the missionary aposto- 
late?” § 

And now this “Refresher Course 
in Pedagogy” takes its place as one 
more factor adding to this shining 
hope: an undertaking that is noble 
and distinguished by reason of its 
solid, scientific method, its expert 
teachers, its duration and intensity, 
and the number of those taking 
part. Its aim has been to offer each 
seminary rector the best means 
available for choosing, caring for 
and encouraging vocations to the 
priesthood. 

Beloved sons. Now We would 
like to direct your attention to a 
few points that seem to Us to be of 
particular importance. 


I. TRAINING FOR THE 
PRIESTLY LIFE 


First of all: the training of 
young seminarians for the priestly 
life. 

You have gone deeply into the 
basic principles of pedagogy and 
its auxiliary sciences, such as bi- 
ology, psychology and sociology, in 
order to round out the knowledge 
you need to carry out your lofty, 
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delicate work. As a matter of fact, 
everything you have done these last 
few days has been directed toward 
casting more light on the training 
of those called to the priesthood 
and the helps that are needed for it. 


Importance to the Church 


And so We want to underline just 
how important this matter is for 
the life of the Church, in which it 
serves as a groundwork and an ab- 
solutely indispensable factor. A 
clergy that is well-trained — in 
head, in tongue, in heart *—is the 
very thing that offers assurance of 
having a good apostolate and well- 
directed energies placed at the 
service of the Church. 

The depositum fidei® is untouch- 
able and indestructible. But there 
is a possibility that it will not be 
transmitted with absolute firmness 
and assurance, if the clergy should 
come to suffer from any weakening 
of the fidelity to tradition, the care- 
ful sense of moderation and re- 
spect, and the mental uprightness 
that are an expression of integrity 
and courage. It will not be possible 
to face up to the divisive and self- 
assertive spirit that is unfortunate- 
ly being spread, blandly but per- 
sistently, by a superficial erudition 
that has no philosophical basis, if 
there is any weakening of the 
younger clergy’s vigilance against 
foolish cravings for certain devia- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, July 30, 1961. Italian text. Translation prepared 
for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The Holy Father delivered this address to the rectors of the seminaries of Italy, 
who were taking part in a refresher course in pedagogy sponsored by the Sacred 
Congregation of Seminaries and Universities. 
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tions or for points of idle curiosity 
quae ad rem non pertinent. The 
clergy’s knowledge must move 
ahead on the basis of the study of 
Scripture, the Fathers, the great 
movements of spirituality, and 
Christian sociology. 


An admonition recalled 


With this in mind, We are happy 
to repeat here and now what We 
had occasion to say at Castelfranco 
Veneto on September 18, 1958, on 
the 100th anniversary of the ordi- 
nation of St. Pius X to the priest- 
hood: “There is a widespread im- 
pression in lay circles ... —We say 
this with a great deal of concern— 
that some present-day priests do 
not know how to resist the tempta- 
tions of the present moment: temp- 
tations to more and finer comforts; 
to superficiality in study, in judg- 
ment, in speech; to exaggerated in- 
terest in what will make a big 
splash; to being ill at ease when 
faced with daily duties that de- 
mand self-denial, detachment, pa- 
tience, meekness. 

“Let us not permit ourselves to 
be cheapened,” We said then, “Let 
us not get used to the soft life of a 
daily routine that is devoid of joy 
and enthusiasm; let us not adapt 
ourselves to the worldly breeze of 
the moment that will soon pass and 
be forgotten; let us not take the 
Gospel of Jesus and the teachings 


THE SEMINARY: 201 
of His Church and shut them up 
within the narrow confines of per- 
sonal selfishness and personal gain. 
Let us open wide the doors of char- 
ity and let us stir up our zeal here 
and now for what is good and what 
is better.” * 

Beloved sons. The surge and 
murmur of agreement that went 
through that assembly of bishops 
and priests at Castelfranco Veneto 
still lingers in Our heart, and even 
today We thank God for what was 
like a last pledge of loyalty and 
courage offered to Us just a few 
days before We were to be called to 
this universal service of souls. 

It is impossible to meet the needs 
of the Christian people and espe- 
cially the demands for perfection 
on the part of those of the laity who 
are closer and more responsive, un- 
less the clergy is first nourished 
with a deep spiritual life, unless the 
light shines from the candle-stick 
of a radiant and all-conquering per- 
fection. 


The rector and the faculty 


A complete and harmonious 
training of this kind is very neces- 
sary during the fruitful years of the 
seminary, which provides the ideal 
enviornment for it and which was 
created just for this by the far- 
seeing wisdom of the Fathers of 
the Council of Trent; it depends on 
all those who are responsible for 


? Literally, a course to bring someone up to date.—Tr. 


* Helping hands. 


* Osservatore Romano, May 22-23, 1961. Cf. “TPS Guide,” TPS, v. 7, no. 3, entry 


154. 
‘Cf. II. Sess. Roman Synod, 384 ff. An English digest of Pope John’s address at 
this meeting appears in TPS, v. 6, no. 2, 157-9. 


* Deposit of faith. 


*Which are to no purpose. (Cf. Eph. 5 


4) 
™ Cardinal A. G. Roncalli, Scritti e fs epldey III, 654-655. 
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the education of the young men, 
but we can say that it is summed 
up in the figure of the rector. He 
is like a good father of a family— 
the one to whom all the various as- 
pects of the orderly life of the 
seminary look for leadership—and 
the effectiveness of the institution 
in its complex activity depends on 
his prudence and circumspection. 

Now there are two aspects to the 
training imparted by individual 
faculty-members as they carry out 
their own particular responsi- 
bilities under the direction of the 
rector : an intellectual one and a re- 
ligious-moral one; and the two fit 
together harmoniously to form a 
complete and finished product. The 
former ought not become an ob- 
stacle to the latter or, God forbid, 
do harm to it, and the latter in turn 
is supposed to permeate the former 
and balance it. 


An old memory 


Beloved sons. Please permit the 
former seminary professor and 
spiritual director who is talking 
to you to recall something from his 
youth. During the ten years of Our 
humble but filial service at the side 
of Monsignor Radini-Tedeschi, the 
fellow-worker whom We had occa- 
sion to show in to the bishop more 
than any one else was Monsignor 
David Re, the venerable rector 
of Our seminary at Bergamo, 
whose visits to the bishop were 
so frequent that they might be 
described as daily. 

This is still one of the dearest 
and most touching impressions of 
Our whole life! The bishop and the 


® One in heart and one in mind. 
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rector of the seminary always gen- 
uinely and before the eyes of the 
whole diocese, cor unum et anima 
una. ® 


II. TRAINING FOR HOLINESS 


Training for holiness of life, 
without any weakness or compro- 
mise, in keeping with that sound 
tradition of ours that aims at vir- 
tue, sacrifice, renunciation. Solid 
ascetical principles raise the young 
men up from a condition of imma- 
turity, indecision, and timidity, 
which can even lead to psycho- 
pathological states in those who 
have such a tendency. 


A serious danger 


On the other hand, the training 
we are talking about aims at strik- 
ing at the very roots of that spirit 
of independence, of intolerance, of 
criticism, nourished by a kind of 
self-assertion, that—at least in 
cases of a poorly grasped education 
—lays all the stress on rights with 
little thought of duties: a very seri- 
ous danger that can smother the 
energies of a youngster and do 
harm beforehand to the super- 
natural effectiveness of his future 
apostolate. 


Esteem for the priesthood 


The Church wants to see, right 
from their earliest years in the 
seminary, a profound, supernatural 
esteem for the mission that the 
Lord has flashed before their eyes 
become deeply rooted in the youths 
who are called to the priesthood: 
sic nos existimet homo ut ministros 
Christi, et dispensatores mysterio- 
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rum Dei.2 This is what the Chris- 
tian people are looking for: minis- 
ters, dispensers, priests of the Most 
High, who are cognizant of their 
own dignity and of their responsi- 
bility for bringing all forms of hu- 
man society back to God. 

From the seminary onwards, the 
candidate for the priesthood is 
something sacred, something dif- 
ferent, something apart: his very 
external bearing, even in the midst 
of the joys of recreation, has no 
touch of dissipation in it, much less 
anything crude or schoolboyish; in- 
stead it marks him out as someone 
who is preparing to consecrate him- 
self to God: without any affecta- 
tion, without any pretension; it is 
a kind of habitus © that expresses 
the inner harmony of his soul. 


Basic religious training 


In the light of this, the basic 
points of religious training stand 
out: devotion to the Eucharist, 
which of its very nature carries 
the young man toward the altar 
and toward souls—a devotion that 
is deep and constant, and a center 
of attraction and of aspiration for 
the mind and the heart, so that 
later on it will become the fulcrum 
of his apostolic activity; along 
with it, devotion to the Most Holy 
Name of Jesus, to His Sacred Heart 
and to His Most Precious Blood. 
As We said in Our talk in the Ba- 
silica of St. Paul last June 30th, to- 
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ward these [devotions] “it is a 
good idea to encourage both priests 
and faithful and to direct the atten- 
tion of those who will be the teach- 
ers of this generation of ours and 
of the one that will follow in par- 
ticular, for the greater dignity and 
exaltation of a more sublime and 
penetrating catechesis, some inter- 
esting and fervent signs and exam- 
ples of which are to be seen here 
and there.” 11 


Devotion to Mary and Joseph 


Devotion to Our Lady, the Moth- 
er of Jesus and Our Mother, ought 
to be fostered in a catholic way so 
as to curb any tendency it might 
have to get tied up in the little out- 
pourings of sentiment to which our 
people sometimes abandon them- 
selves, stressing local differences 
instead of Mary’s brilliant and out- 
standing titles to honor: her vir- 
ginity, the divine maternity, her 
place beside the cross. 

In addition to trust in Mary Most 
Holy, so too try to instill in your 
young seminarians a special trust 
in St. Joseph, whose presence — 
which We have decided to make 
more noticeable in the greatest 
temple of Christendom!*—reveals 
itself as quite timely in the Holy 
Church amid the splendors of the 
universal apostolate and of the out- 
standing doctors and martyrs of 
the faith. 

Meek, quiet, discreet: St. Joseph 
is the perfect model for imitation 


®* That is how we ought to be regarded, as Christ’s servants and stewards of God’s 


mysteries. (1 Cor. 4, 1) 


% Habit. (In this context, it might also mean a kind of external garb.—Tr.) 


1 Osservatore Romano, July 2, 1961. 


Tn a letter of March 19, 1961, Pope John said that he planned to have the altar to 
St. Joseph in St. Peter’s Basilica “take on a new splendor.” (TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 130) 
Since that time the altar has been moved to a more central position in the basilica. 
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in circumstances that recur in ev- 
ery age and that call for self-denial 
and total abandonment to God. 


Other spiritual aids 


Besides these devotions, which 
are indispensable for the training 
of a clergy that will be holy and 
sanctifying, there is your weekly 
confession, which, with the accom- 
panying spiritual direction, is a 
source of purification and sanctifi- 
cation, a nourishment and stimulus 
of steady spiritual progress; and 
you have daily meditation, spiritual 
reading, especially that of the Sa- 
cred Text, examinations of con- 
science, contemplation and medita- 
tion on the mysteries of the rosary. 


III. INTELLECTUAL PREPARATION 


When religious-moral prepara- 
tion is built on these solid and 
shining bases, then intellectual 
preparation becomes a kind of 
complementary aspect that fits into 
it harmoniously and results in the 
greatest possible contribution to- 
ward meeting the various demands 
made by pastoral life. 


Study of philosophy 


First of all, a solid training in 
Christian philosophy according to 
the principles, doctrine and method 
of St. Thomas, that gives the stu- 
dent of today and the man of to- 
morrow balanced judgment, depth 
of vision, good sense and intellec- 
tual maturity. With the light of 
these clarifying principles, he will 
be able to judge the broad cultural 
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and literary movements, the trends 
in modern thought, the gaps and 
dangers in the technological out- 
look, and set a proper value upon 
them. As a matter of fact, as Our 
predecessor of venerable memory, 
Pius XII, observes, “aemulatio in 
veritate quaerenda et propaganda 
per commendationem doctrinae 
sancti Thomae non: supprimitur, 
sed excitatur potius ac tuto dirigi- 
tur.”%8 In this way, everything 
great and beautiful that the human 
spirit has produced and is still cre- 
ating will be judged at its proper 
value, and will take on new mean- 
ing for apostolic action, which must 
take its inspiration from the great 
statement of Paul: omnia vestra 
sunt... vos autem Christi, Chris- 
tus autem Dei.4 


Other studies 


And for this total vision in the 
light of God’s plan, you have the 
study of theology with its wonder- 
ful tracts that unveil ever new 
splendors to the intellect thirsting 
for truth; a study that is carried on 
with filial respect for the magiste- 
rium of the Church, that is, of the 
Supreme Pontiff and of the bishops 
in union with him, the proximate 
rule of truth. You have the treas- 
ures of the Divine Book in the con- 
joined harmonies of the Old and of 
the New Testaments; the thought 
of the Fathers and the Doctors; the 
splendor of the liturgical rites, 
whose origin and meanings are 
studied more deeply; the study of 
sociology in the light of the decla- 


% Recommending the teachings of St. Thomas does not result in any suppression of 


earnest efforts to search for truth and spread it; instead it encourages th 


em and 


supplies safe direction. (From a talk to seminarians, June 24, 1939; Discorsi e Radio- 
messaggi, I, 213) 


“ Everything is for you... and you for Christ, and Christ for God. (1 Cor. 3, 22-23) 








THE TASK OF THE SEMINARY 


rations of the Roman Pontiffs; you 
have the gradual unfolding of the 
history of the Church, and along 
with it the other sciences that serve 
as aids to theological studies and 
give minds that complete forma- 
tion that illuminates a whole life 
and that can be the source of su- 
pernatural truth and certainty for 
so many souls that are mixed up, 
confused and longing for the truth. 


A precious task 


Here, venerable brethren and 
beloved sons, you have what Our 
heart has directed Us to say on the 
occasion of this distinguished con- 
vention. These days, passed in so 
much serious study and with so 
much warmth and fraternal ex- 
change, will bear all the fruit that 
is expected of them. Your work, 
hidden and tireless, is among the 
most precious in the many man- 
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sions of the life of the Church, 
and We assure you of all Our es- 
teem. We are close to you in Our 
thoughts and in Our prayers, and 
We wish you many consolations in 
your ministry: especially the one 
of being able to see ever more nu- 
merous ranks of young priests go 
forth from the seminaries with 
their eyes shining and their hearts 
open to spread round about them 
the light and the warmth they have 
drawn from you, from your faith, 
from your sacrifice. 

And as a pledge of our liveli- 
est paternal affection, We send 
along with you a special Apostolic 
Benediction that goes first of all 
to Our venerable brother Cardinal 
Giuseppe Pizzardo, to his able 
co-workers in the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Seminaries and Uni- 
versities, and to all the beloved 
seminarians of Italy. 


* The Italian “molti mansioni” can refer to the “many mansions” in the Father’s 
house (Jn. 14, 2) or to “many different kinds of offices or positions of responsibility.” 
There may be a deliberate play on words here.—Tr. 











The Spirit of Catholic Action 


~ An Address of Pope John XXIII to Members of French Catholic Action 


C’est un magnifique 


EAR SONS and daughters of 
Catholic Action of the Inde- 
dependent Social Classes of 

France! 

You offer Us today a magnificent 
spectacle and, at the same time, 
your presence here gives Our fa- 
therly heart very special cause for 
joy and consolation. Four cardi- 
nals, more than forty archbishops 
and bishops, six hundred chaplains, 
nearly six thousand participants 
in the congress! In truth, could 
anyone wish for a better demon- 
stration of the vitality of your 
movement, and, at the same time, 
a more convincing proof of its loy- 
alty to the Church and the hier- 
archy? 


Twentieth anniversary 


Twenty years have elapsed from 
the day in which the Assembly of 
Cardinals and Archbishops of 
France decided to found a move- 
ment of Catholic Action for adults 
belonging to the independent so- 
cial classes: middle classes, bour- 
geoisie, aristocracy. How much 
good apostolic work has been ac- 
complished since then under the 
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impetus given by your zealous 
president-founder ! 

It was, therefore, most appro- 
priate for you to come to Rome, 
to the center of the apostolate, in 
order to celebrate this anniversary, 
and you were right in desiring that 
your congress should, at the same 
time and above all, be a pilgrim- 
age. it was in that spirit that you 
prepared for it by vigils of prayer. 
The numerous cables We received 
from your various groups, in 
France and overseas, bore witness 
to the importance which you at- 
tribute to this spiritual prepara- 
tion. 

And We can tell you that those 
warm messages gave Us a fore- 
taste, in recent days—and even 
yesterday, in seeing you mingle 
fraternally with the crowd gather- 
ed in St. Peter’s for the canoniza- 
tion of a humble peasant woman— 
a foretaste, We say, of the pleasure 
We would soon derive from wel. 
coming you. Many thanks, dear 
sons and daughters, for these 
thoughtful gestures, which touched 
Us deeply. 

And now, to crown your pilgrim- 
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age, you came to seek Our encour- 
agement and Our blessing. We are 
fulfilling your wish with all Our 
heart, and We are expressing a few 
thoughts that may help you in per- 
forming your fine work. 


PRIMACY OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE 


Your task is a task of evangeliza- 
tion. You are the envoys of the 
Church in your section of society, 
her missionaries, her apostles. The 
apostolate, however, as you are 
well aware, is not a human project 
with temporal ends: it is a divine 
undertaking, entirely supernatural 
in its source as well as in its ends. 


Spiritual life and the apostolate 


It is a matter of reaching souls, 
of moving them, and of inducing 
them to reform their mentality: 
and this is the goal toward which 
your methods of specialized Catho- 
lic Action direct you: the “investi- 
gation,” the “examination of life.” 
However, the requirement for suc- 
ceeding in this field is that the 
apostle’s soul be filled with Christ, 
that it assimilate His spirit and 
His doctrine, at the price of a 
steady personal effort at medita- 
tion and prayer. This is why We 
are happy to see occupying a place 
of honor in your esteem and in your 
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life the third of the means which 
you employ: meditation on the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, especially the Gos- 
pels and the Epistles. The more 
this divine doctrine permeates your 
souls, nourishing in them a solid 
and intense spiritual life, the more 
effective will be your influence on 
your section of society. 


Scripture and the apostolate 


We must tell you that at the post 
of the supreme apostolate, where 
Divine Providence has placed Us, 
We experience every day how much 
recourse to supernatural means 
helps Us carry out God’s plans and 
further the advent of His king- 
dom. As a well-known French 
spiritual writer said, the Scrip- 
tures are indeed “the soul of every 
apostolate.” 

And We would like to add that 
they are, moreover, an extraordi- 
nary source of peace and tranquil- 
lity of mind. The apostle of Christ, 
who lives in the light of God, yields 
neither to feverish agitation nor 
to discouragement in the face 
of obstacles. With eyes fixed 
upon things eternal, he gradually 
achieves a serene view of the value 
and the limitations of any activity 
that is unfolded in time. He lives 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, May 14, 1961. French text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 

The Holy Father delivered this address to some six thousand members of the as- 
sociation “Catholic Action of the Independent Social Classes of France,” usually 
known simply as “A.C.I.” Cardinal Gerlier of Lyons had led them to Rome on a 


pilgrimage. 


In a brief greeting to the Pope, Cardinal Gerlier said that the founders of this 
branch of Catholic Action had for their goal the Christianization of the various social 


classes to which they belonged, 
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in peace and creates peace around 
himself. 


BROTHERLY COOPERATION 


To the first requirement for a 
fruitful apostolate, namely, a soul 
filled with God, We must add an- 
other one: a heart wide open to 
understanding and _ cooperation. 
From this center, where We en- 
compass the whole scope of the 
Christian apostolate, it appears 
more and more clearly to Us every 
day that the laity will be present 
and operative in the Church in pro- 
portion to their unity. It happens— 
you know it as well as We do—that 
generous energies are sometimes 
wasted in fruitless rivalries and in 
destructive criticism, at a time 
when the Church, today more than 
ever, needs all the combined efforts 
of the best among her children, 
united in perfect harmony: “one 
heart and one soul.” 3 


Cordial relations 


It is a joy for Us to hear about 
the cordial relations which you 
maintain with other movements of 
Catholic Action. Always be like 
this, within Catholic Action as well 
as in your relations with other 
groups, and within your parish and 
diocesan communities: be apostles 
of harmony and of cordial unity 
among all those who are waging 
the good fight : always be willing to 
cooperate in whatever unites, never 
in what divides, as it behooves 
those who are united in the pro- 
fession of the same Faith and by 
love for the same Lord. 


Cf. Acts 4, 
? John 20, 21; Matt, 28, 19. 
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SERVICE TO THE CHURCH 


Dear sons and daughters! It is 
love for the Church that brought 
you here: may it always be your 
pride and joy to serve her at the 
places of honor she has entrusted 
to you. The apostolate—you know 
it better than anyone—is not left 
to everyone’s private initiative. It 
is a mission, it is the execution of 
an order: ‘“‘As the Father has sent 
me, I also send you... .” “Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations. ...”2 There is the fun- 
damental charter of the apostolate. 
It will be all the more fruitful, the 
more perfect is the execution of the 
order received. This order con- 
cerns, in the first place, the apos- 
tles and their successors, the bish- 
ops. The bishops, in turn, have as 
close associates in their work—to- 
gether with the priests, who are 
their collaborators—a certain num- 
ber of their faithful, to whom they 
entrust the evangelization of dif- 
ferent social circles: this is the 
organized apostolate, like yours. 


Unity with the bishops 


If, therefore, unity is necessary 
among you, you see how much more 
imperative it is between you and 
the bishop, head of the apostolate 
within the diocese. You under- 
stand this, and the presence here of 
such a considerable number of 
French bishops is a clear indication 
of it. 

This unity with the bishop en- 
tails two consequences for your ac- 
tions. The first is that you must 
disclose to your spiritual superiors 


—— 
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—with absolute confidence—your 
achievements, your ideas, the dif- 
ficulties you are meeting with (and 
your suggestions on how to over- 
come them) in the apostolate to 
your social class; also, you must 
join these superiors in considering 
how you can achieve greater effec- 
tiveness in your apostolic initia- 
tives. 

The second consequence is that, 
after presenting your filial reports, 
you must submit, with perfect do- 
cility, to the decisions of the head 
of your diocese, even if this should 
involve, at times, the sacrifice of a 
viewpoint or of a personal prefer- 
ence. For this price, as you are 
well aware, your apostolate will be 
really of the Church, really fruit- 
ful, really blessed by God. 


Past and future 


Dear sons and daughters! Twen- 
ty years of good apostolic work, 
serving Christ and His Church, 
and, as a consequence, serving 
France, so dear to Us always: this 
is the birthday gift you are bring- 
ing Us and the very thing that 
would cause Our fatherly heart to 
rejoice the most. And now We tell 
you: do not stop, keep advancing, 
make your talents bear fruit, re- 
turning what you have been given 
in the same abundance. And may 
this evening’s unforgettable meet- 
ing mark a new start in your fine 
movement. 


Cause for rejoicing 


But, before We close, allow Us 
to add one more word, which will 
be—We are sure of it—a cause for 
rejoicing for you as well as for Us. 


* Symphonic soul. 
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During yesterday’s solemn rituals 
in St. Peter’s, for the canonization 
of St. Mary Bertilla, We suddenly 
felt, in a most agreeable manner, 
the presence, if not of your whole 
pilgrimage, at least of many among 
you. After the Gospel, which was 
chanted by the deacons in Latin 
and Greek, We intoned the Credo— 
to tell you the truth, a little off key, 
and not exactly following the musi- 
cal score of the “canon”, which 
Our, and your, dear Cardinal 
Patron was kindly holding before 
Our eyes: rather, We were follow- 
ing the memory of a distant 
melody. 


A spontaneous chorus 


How great was Our emotion 
when We noticed that that intona- 
tion was being answered, not, as is 
customary, by the delicate po- 
lyphony—truthfully always most 
agreeable to hear—of the Choir of 
the Sistine Chapel, but, instead, 
by the miraculously spontaneous 
chorus of all your voices. It was, 
indeed, the symphonalis anima? of 
the entire Catholic Church, where 
hearts and voices, from all corners 
of the world, find one another im- 
mediately, in unison, for a simple 
prayer, whether it be the Lord’s 
Prayer or the Hail Mary, or, as 
yesterday, the first words of the 
Apostles’ Creed. That Credo by 
Dumont, which you, dear children 
of France, were able to follow im- 
mediately after it was intoned by 
the Father of all the faithful, at- 
tracting all present to sing with 
you, aroused an indescribable emo- 
tion in Our heart. Thus, on the 
initiative of the children of France, 
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was continued to the very end 
the public, vibrant proclamation of 
the Catholic Faith, on an especially 
solemn occasion, when the great 
mystery of the Church was so 
meaningfully expressed. 

Please accept, dear children, the 
wish which We draw for you from 
this moving evocation: may this 
unanimity of voices and hearts al- 
ways be the distinctive note of your 
apostolate, of your love for France, 
and of your sacred and lofty com- 
mitment to the service of souls and 
the Church. 


A closing thought 


Our great predecessor, Pope 
Pius XI, who imparted such a vig- 
orous impulse to Catholic Action, 
loved to quote the words of St. 


*2 Cor. 8, 28. 
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Paul: “The envoys of the churches, 
the glory of Christ.” + The apostles 
are the glory of Christ. Here is a 
very heartening thought, which We 
want to leave with you like a spiri- 
ual bouquet at the close of your 
pilgrimage. Yes, Christ is glorified 
by your apostolate. May He be 
glorified more and more, and may 
He grant you the favors which We 
entreat in profusion upon your 
apostolic labor, and as a pledge of 
which We impart a great and fa- 
therly Apostolic Blessing to your- 
selves, to all those who are repre- 
senting you here, to your devoted 
chaplains, and to the distinguished 
members of the Sacred College and 
the Episcopate, who wished to join 
you today. 


A ds 








China and the Catholic Church 


A Letter of Pope John XXIll to the Hierarchy in Formosa 


Quotiescumque Nobis 


HENEVER the occasion is 

offered Us to direct Our 

words of encouragement to 
Christian communities, individual- 
ly or as a group, which have had 
the light of the Gospel brought to 
them by the labor of missionaries, 
whether recently or long ago, We 
experience great joy and paternal 
consolation. Nothing can be more 
pleasing or more gratifying to the 
Supreme Pastor of the Church than 
to address Our venerable brothers, 
and the clergy and faithful who, in 
the various continents, eloquently 
illustrate the perennial youth and 
vitality of the Church. 


Occasion for joy 


An occasion is offered Us to send 
a joyful and cordial message to 
you, venerable brothers, to the na- 
tive and foreign clergy assisting 
you, and to the faithful committed 
to your charge. This occasion is 
the recent creation of three new 
dioceses — Hsinchu, Tainan and 
-Kaohsiung—in a territory where 
an ecclesiastical hierarchy already 
existed, and in the appointment of 
three Chinese residential bishops, 
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upon whom We Ourselves, on Pen- 
tecost and in the Basilica of St. 
Peter, conferred the fullness of the 
priesthood and to whom We con- 
fided the apostolic mandate to 
preach the Gospel to all creatures. 

We send this message precisely 
to give more emphasis to the pro- 
visions adopted by this Apostolic 
See in its maternal solicitude for 
a more adequate and efficient or- 
ganic structure of the sacred hier- 
archy which is responsible for the 
preservation and the diffusion of 
the Faith in those regions. 


The catholicity of the Church 


The Feast of Pentecost seemed 
to Us a most fitting day on which 
to bring the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost to three citizens of your 
country whom We thought worthy 
of such a great honor. Those three, 
together with a group of prelates 
from various and distant lands, 
constitute, as it were, a new crown 
of shepherds and clearly demon- 
strate that the Church of Jesus 
Christ is one and catholic and that 
she earnestly calls all wandering 
sheep to the one flock and to the 


211 








one shepherd, the guardian of our 
souls.2, We say that the Church is 
catholic because by her very nature 
she can reach all men and lead 
them to salvation; she can restore 
all things in Christ,* all the affairs 
of peoples and of their civilizations. 

It pertains to her by her heaven- 
ly power to penetrate the technical 
progress of this proud and auda- 
cious age of ours and to embrace 
the whole human race and to draw 
it into the unity of the Mystical 
Body of Christ. 

When the Divine Redeemer sent 
His apostles into the whole world,‘ 
He clearly pointed out the proper 
and singular office of the Church 
and her innate vigor and He like- 
wise demonstrated that it is of the 
very nature of the Church that she 
should be missionary. 


The bishop as father 


The bishops whom the Holy 
Spirit has appointed to rule the 
Church of God ® are the vehicles of 
an inexhaustible flow of grace 
which, like refreshing and vivify- 
ing waters, covers the whole earth. 
From this it follows that among 
the lineaments and characteristics 
of a bishop what is outstanding is 
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the countenance of a father that he 
has. 

It is thus that we can under- 
stand the deep meaning and the 
force of the words of St. Paul to 
the Corinthians: “For though you 
have ten thousand instructors in 
Christ, yet you have not many 
fathers; for it is I who begot you 
in Christ Jesus through the Gos- 
pel.” & ’ 

And you, venerable brothers, 
will not fail, in your teaching, to 
recall to the flocks entrusted to 
you these grand and salutary 
truths; we cannot render to God 
the devotion that is due Him and 
that is pleasing to Him nor is it 
possible to be united to Him except 
through Jesus Christ; it is not pos- 
sible to be united to Jesus Christ 
except in the Church and through 
the Church, His Mystical Body, 
and, finally, it is not possible to be- 
long to the Church except through 
the bishops, successors of the 
Apostles, united to the Supreme 
Pastor, the successor of Peter. 

It is with pleasure that We con- 
template the flourishing evangel- 
ical field in your island, which the 
hand of God has so profusely en- 
riched with enchanting natural 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 29, 1961. Latin text. Translation by TPS 
staff, based on one issued by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

The occasion for this letter was the creation of three new dioceses on the island of 
Formosa. The Holy Father had already consecrated three new Chinese bishops on 


the 21st of May. 


A good part of the letter is concerned with the persecution of the Church in 
Red China, where Peking’s Bureau of Religious Affairs has been pressuring Catholic 
priests to break with Rome and form a national church. Communist propaganda 
has been circulating purported statements of clergy denouncing the Vatican, but 
reports received at Hong Kong by Church authorities confirm that these statements 
either were not made at all or were the result of coercion. 
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beauty. In hardly a decade your 
dioceses have recorded a consoling 
number of conversions, a promis- 
ing increase in vocations and a 
growth in schools, hospitals, and 
other charitable works. 


The Church on mainland China 


This flowering of Catholic life— 
due to the outpouring of divine 
grace and the cooperation of Chi- 
nese and missionary pastors, of the 
secular and religious clergy, of sis- 
ters and catechists, and also to the 
willing response on the part of the 
people—should not make you for- 
get your many brothers in the 
Faith in the continental dioceses of 
your great country who are living 
under calamitous conditions and 
who are offering exemplary, tacit, 
but heroic, testimony of faith in 
Christ and the Church. 

As Our thoughts go to those be- 
loved children, We are afflicted with 
sorrow for two reasons: We are 
saddened because of the sufferings 
they must endure, and We are sad- 
dened to see devastated, suffocated 
and dried up so many undertakings 
and realizations of Christian life 
which fifteen years ago, when Our 
predecessor of happy memory, Pius 
XII, instituted the sacred hier- 
archy in China, seemed to portend 
the greatest progress. 

And We are afflicted with an 
even deeper and more acute sor- 
row over the fate of those Catholic 
communities from which sad re- 
ports come to Us that We hope are 


Cf. John 10, 16. 

* Cf. 1 Peter 2, 25. 
* Eph. 1, 10. 

*Cf. Mark 16, 15. 
5 Acts 20, 28. 

* 1 Cor. 4, 15. 
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false: namely, that some weak and 
unfortunate sons of Ours dare to 
assert openly—as the enemies of 
the Church repeatedly declare, 
treacherously and with _ill-con- 
cealed delight—that they wish to 
belong to the Church without being 
united to Her visible head, the 
Roman Pontiff. They are said to 
dare protest that they wish to pre- 
serve the patrimony of the Cath- 
olic Faith intact while rejecting its 
foundation, the cornerstone laid by 
Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 

In Our paternal affection for all, 
We trust and hope that the actual 
reality is not so sad and disquiet- 
ing, and We beg the Divine Re- 
deemer every day to illumine their 
minds and to bring it about that 
the gentle call of grace will reach 
these beclouded and _ vacillating 
consciences. It is for this reason 
that We abstain from using more 
grave words and rather continue 
to pray and to invite others to do 
the same. 


A source of comfort 


Afflicted as We are by so many 
cares and preoccupations, the con- 
secration of three Chinese bishops 
is of special solace to Us; in it We 
are glad to see a new witness, a 
new sign and a new presage. 

On the one hand, it is witness 
that the Holy See is always and 
consistently solicitous of the true 
good of the Chinese people, three 
more of whose sons are elevated 
to the dignity of the episcopate; on 
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the other hand, it is witness to the 
inclination of your people toward 
the Christian faith, which is not 
alien to your nation, as some false- 
ly assert, but rather is capable of 
satisfying the highest and most 
noble requirements of your souls. 

Thus, We wished to confer per- 
sonally the fullness of the priest- 
hood upon these your pastors in 
order to confirm the close bond 
that unites the bishops of the world 
to the successor of Peter, not only 
in holding to the truth of which 
he is the custodian, but also in sub- 
mitting to the power of juris- 
diction, supreme and immediate, 
which is conferred upon him by 
Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 


The future 


Finally, in these sacred rites 
celebrated by Us there is a presage 
of a revival of the Church in China, 
which will take place, We are sure, 
when, by the benevolence of the 
Divine Redeemer, it will be possi- 
ble again for the Gospel to be 
preached in your vast land by the 
peaceful workers of Christ, whose 
apostolic zeal you will not cease to 
nourish and support, whether 


among the Chinese of your own 
dioceses or among those who are 
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dispersed throughout the world. 
With this lofty and far-sighted 
vision and burning with the flame 
of charity toward all your people, 
venerable brothers and _ beloved 
children, continue to work with in- 
creasing zeal and alacrity—helped 
by foreign missionaries, whose 
work in the cause of the Gospel is 
so praiseworthy—so that the word 
of Christ will be diffused yet more 
and, like a powerful leaven, will 
permeate all the children of God 
who dwell on your beautiful island. 
While We raise fervent prayers 
to God and make the ardent wish 
that God will ever look with kind- 
ness upon you, your clergy and 
your people, and that He will, 
through the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen and 
Patroness of China, cause this elect 
portion of the Lord’s vineyard to 
grow and produce sound fruit, 
We with full heart impart the 
apostolic blessing upon you, vener- 
able brothers, and upon the flocks 
confided to your paternal care. 
Given at Rome, St. Peter’s, on 
June 29, 1961, the Feast of the 
Apostles Peter and Paul, in the 
third year of Our pontificate. 
POPE JOHN XXIII 





Christian Influence on the 


Motion Picture 


Letter of Pope John XXIII to Archbishop Martin J. O’Connor, 
President of the Pontifical Commission 
for Films, Radio, and Television 


Nostra Patris 


ENERABLE BROTHER, 
health and Apostolic Bene- 
diction. 

As is only right, from the very 
beginning of Our Pontificate, Our 
care and interest as Father and 
Shepherd has been directed toward 
the serious questions of a social 
and moral or religious nature 
raised for Catholics by the use 
made of technological progress and 
the liberal arts in the new fields of 
communication of sound and pic- 
tures;! and We have reminded all 
those whose main work is in these 
fields, as well as those in positions 
of authority in government and all 
of the faithful in general, of the 
duties and obligations that they 
have as a result of developments 
of this kind. 


An anniversary 


But today there is a special rea- 
son for Us to renew some of these 
salutary warnings about the use of 
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the particularly attractive device 
known as the cinema. For during 
these days, we will be marking the 
25th anniversary of the encyclical 
letter Vigilanti cura, dealing with 
the matter of films, which Our 
predecessor of happy memory Pius 
XI sent to the bishops of the United 
States of America.? 

First of all, We wish to show 
Our deep gratitude and to honor 
the memory of this predecessor of 
Ours who, with his breadth of 
vision, had an unusual apprecia- 
tion of all the new discoveries made 
by men and who not only pointed 
up the contributions that these 
new inventions would make but 
also warned people insistently of 
the dangers that might arise from 
them if they were not directed to- 
ward the perfection of individual 
human beings and the real welfare 
of the whole of human society. 
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Good and bad effects 


The Catholic Church remains 
ever young and flourishing but still 
retains its remarkable, age-old pru- 
dence in dealing with matters; it 
certainly is aware of the valuable 
help that the invention of the cin- 
ema can offer man; his nature calls 
for relaxation for body and soul 
time and again, for he is on the one 
hand immersed in the daily occu- 
pations of life and on the other al- 
ways looking for new information 
and for cultural growth and de- 
velopment. At the same time, this 
Apostolic See is well aware of the 
dangers that can be created for 
the whole of human society, or for 
individuals, and especially for 
teen-agers, by films. For some- 
times shows of this kind: praise 
lust .. . and avarice and thereby 
afford an occasion of sin, turn 
youngsters away from the right 
path, throw a false light on how 
people ought to live, weaken and 
obscure plans for attaining per- 
fection, and blot out chaste love, 
the holiness of matrimony and the 
most intimate donds of family life.* 


Efforts of the Church 


But Mother Church has not re- 
mained content with showing what 
might happen in this regard; in- 
stead, she has been helping and in- 
spiring the labors and efforts of 
those groups whose aim is to have 
those who produce shows demon- 
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strate some respect for moral 
standards.* And since this Apos- 
tolic See can see very well that the 
efforts and interests of private in- 
dividuals may languish at times,° 
it has taken care to have commis- 
sions set up to deal with this mat- 
ter in each nation and on a world- 
wide basis by keeping a watchful 
eye on what has been done and is 
being done and by promoting and 
encouraging the type of work that 
deserves approval.* The Apostolic 
See has always tried to see to it 
that a kind of leaven of the Chris- 
tian religion be injected into this 
field of entertainment because even 
though it creates difficulties and 
dangers, at the same time it holds 
out the promise of being extremely 
useful.? 

Our predecessor of happy mem- 
ory, Pius XII, put a Pontifical 
Commission for Films, Radio and 
Television over all these commis- 
sions ;§ you, venerable brother, de- 
vote a great deal of prudence and 
care to presiding over it, and We 
Ourself have supplied it with a 
new framework and extended its 
functions.® 


Successes and failures 


We know very well that during 
these twenty-five years many out- 
standing individuals, as well as the 
various commissions established to 
deal with the matter of films in each 
nation and the Catholic commis- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, July 8, 1961. Latin text. Translation prepared 
for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This letter commemorated the twenty-fifth anniversary of Pius XI’s encyclical, 
“Vigilanti cura,” which discussed the power for good and evil latent in motion pictures. 
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sion set up to supervise these mat- 
ters in all nations have done a fine 
job of seeing to it that, as far as 
possible, the moral, cultural and 
educational level of films be raised ; 
but We also know that on more 
than one occasion their praise- 
worthy attempts have not had very 
lasting effects because of local cir- 
cumstances or because of generally 
prevailing conditions. 

And We also know very well 
that the evils and errors under 
which, unfortunately, this age of 
ours labors, are infecting film art 
as well; as a result, not only do 
enticements to debased morals and 
shady vices often arise, especially 
for young people, but sometimes 
you even find ambushes being laid 
for the most sacred religious du- 
ties ; and if these are destroyed, the 
foundations of human society be- 
gin to crumble. 


Happy omens 


At the same time, it is also worth 
noting that even though films do 
exercise a great power of attrac- 
tion on young people, they still 
do not absorb all their time and in- 
terest, since many of them show 
a growing inclination to devote 
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themselves to sports activities and 
to many forms of the higher arts. 
Again, the existence of a number 
of groups where films are first 
shown and public discussions about 
them are then carried on makes it 
clear that more and more efforts 
are being made each day to have 
this art, which can do so much 
harm, used to contribute to the 
training and development of the 
soul as well as for healthy recrea- 
tion. 


Support for Catholic 
cinema offices 


As We consider all of these 
things that cause so much concern 
to Our paternal heart, We cannot 
fail to urge you in the strongest 
terms, venerable brother, to do all 
you can to strengthen these praise- 
worthy efforts on the part of Our 
most beloved sons who are trying 
to bring the healthy influence of 
the Christian religion into film art 
and are working hard to free it of 
shows that do harm to good mor- 
als; for We know for sure that 
these sons are led on by a sense of 
what is right that draws its force 
and strength from the immutable 
principles of the divine law, and 


1Cf. letter of the Cardinal Secretary of State to the president of the Commission 
for Films, Radio and Television, November 4, 1958; the motu proprio Boni ae 


February 22, 1959, AAS 51 (1959 


183-7 and English translation, TPS, v. 


824-7; the encyclical Ad Petri Cathedram, June 29, 1959, AAS 51 (1959) 30001 ted 


English translation, TPS, v. 5, no. 4, 361-2. 


* Cf. AAS 28 (1936) 249-63. 
® Tbid., 255-6. 
** Cf. ibid., 252. 


°Cf. the talk of gad Pius XII on the ideal film, AAS 47 (1955) 506; English 


translation, TPS, v. 2, no. 2, 106. 


* Cf. encyclical Vigilanti. cura, AAS 28 (1936) 261-3. 
7 Cf. encyclical Miranda prorsus, AAS 49 (1957) 783 and 804-05; English trans- 


lation, TPS, v. 4, no. 8, 831 and 345-6. 


® Cf. ibid., 768 ‘and 805; English translation 321 and 346. 
°Cf. motu proprio Boni Pastoris, AAS 51 (1959) 185; English translation, TPS, 


v. 5, no. 8, 325-6. 
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impels them to be fearless in con- 
demning anything that departs 
from the norms of that law. 

This is a matter of great impor- 
tance, for it has to do with the 
fuller instruction and education 
of the faithful and the implanting 
of proper ideas in their minds, so 
that they will make their choice of 
films to see on a Christian basis 
and will display a trusting and 
obedient attitude toward the judg- 
ments on the morality of shows 
that are published by the officials 
whom ecclesiastical authority has 
placed in charge of the bureaus 
handling this matter in each par- 
ticular nation. 


Need for further study 


And besides it is important for 
Catholics to be even more active in 
their own work and in their pro- 
motion of research into subjects 
that have to do with the study of 
the human mind, the art of teach- 
ing, criticism and the proper un- 
derstanding of beauty, insofar as 
these things apply to the questions 
raised by film art; all these things 
seem to be necessary if the power 
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and force of the Catholic religion 
is to have its effect on films as 
quickly and deeply as possible. 


Hope for the future 


The rich and salutary fruits pro- 
duced by the encyclical Vigilanti 
cura twenty-five years ago and, 
more recently, by the encyclical 
Miranda prorsus, lead Us to hope 
that all the faithful will be as 
prompt and willing to respond to 
those exhortations of Ours. 

In order to have this happily 
come about, We lovingly impart 
Our Apostolic Benediction as a 
harbinger of heavenly graces in 
the Lord to you, venerable brother, 
to all those who are attached to the 
Pontifical Commission over which 
you preside, and again to the bish- 
ops and all those who serve as 
moderators for this important 
work. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, on 
the 29th of June, the feast of the 
Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, in 
the year 1961, the third of Our 
Pontificate. 

POPE JOHN XXIII 


a 








Brief Messages 


and Excerpts 


The Catechism 


. . . Here and there you hear voices being raised every so often to com- 
plain of the scarcity or even complete lack of any sound religious instruction: 
and, in fact, once in a while certain incidents indicative of today's habits seem 
to justify remarks of this kind. But there is good reason to be cheerful and 
confident about the future as long as the clergy and the laity join together, 
as they have at Venice, to devote thoughtful attention to the value of 
catechetics: that is, to a thorough and systematic teaching of the doctrine 
revealed by God and transmitted by the Church, so that people may first 
know it and then live it more and more profoundly. 


The theme of the congress was chosen with wisdom and foresight; it has to 
do with the good news of salvation and its main aim is: to develop a cate- 
chesis that will lead to the life of faith. Here we have the inner purpose and 
meaning of any teaching that is really living and vital; here we have the 
goal of all attempts at education, the object toward which the harmonious 
efforts of the family, the school and the priesthood must be directed: to 
form convinced Christians who know their faith and put it into practice. 


The theme you have chosen is particularly well-fitted to your purpose, for 
as We already said on February |3th of this year in speaking of the same 
subject to the pastors and’ Lenten preachers of Rome—it is directed at 
“proclaiming the truth that salvation is offered to all men: which is another 
way of saying the Redemption worked by Jesus the Savior at the cost of His 
Most Precious Blood, as applied in its fruits by means of the Eucharistic Sacri- 
fice, and extended to all men through the sanctifying and missionary activity 
of the Church. ... 


"Salvation is worked in Christ Jesus for all men who have been wounded 
’ by sin. This is one great, firm point of reference in the midst of the darkness 
of doctrinal errors and moral aberrations: man inserted into the very life of the 
Blessed Trinity and made heir of Heaven though the Word of God who 
became flesh; serenity and peace spreading over human life to temper its 
hardships and trials." [TPS, v. 7, no. |, 53-4.] 
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Going back over the great realities of Christianity that are summed up 
in the golden book of the catechism and thinking them through will cer. 
tainly lead to those fruits of interior renewal that you, dear Cardinal, expect 
to see come from this congress. 


We address Ourselves to Our beloved sons with a deep confidence: first 
of all to the priests; We want them to prove themselves worthy of the price- 
less heritage of St. Charles Borromeo and of St. Gregory Barbarigo and 
We want them to consider their catechetical work with all ages and all groups 
in society in omni patientia et doctrina [with all the patience of a teacher) 
(2 Tim. 4, 2) as their first and most urgent duty in the ministry. 


We remind parents of "the sacred duty they took upon themselves on the 
day of their wedding to take special care of the religious and moral train: 
ing of their children,’ to use words that We once addressed to them 
("“L'anno catechistico,"’ Scritti e Discorsi di A. G. Card. Roncalli, |, 316) 
We plead with educators who are called to the lofty and delicate mission 
of forming the souls of future men, to take the full measure of their responsi. 
bility in this regard. And, with gentle insistence, We urge young people and 
children, to offer their full and docile cooperation to the efforts being ex- 
pended upon them. In this way, the bases can be laid in peace and harmony 
for a life that will be upright, peaceful, productive and acceptable to God 
and men. 


... @ faith that is really lived is the only thing that can reveal to you the 
secret of true joy: when the Word of God is duly accepted and properly 
observed, it assures unity in families, order and stability in society and an 
indestructible joy that will last beyond time and be transformed for all eter 
nity into a life that suffers no decline... 


—John XXIII. From a letter to Cardinal Urbani 
on the Second Catechetical Congress. April 22, 1961 


A Plea for Peace 


Our soul embraces all people with a father's love and so the sad and bitter 
news that reached Us yesterday of the bloodshed and carnage that accom- 
panied the unfortunate events that took place in Algeria filled Us with in- 
describable sorrow and caused Us the greatest possible concern. 


When We first learned of these events, We begged almighty God over 
and over again in His providence to calm the disturbed conditions and bring 
the opposing parties to some reasonable agreement. And early this morn- 
ing We offered up the Eucharistic victim for the intention that Christ Jesus. 
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who is ‘wonderful, counsellor, God the mighty . . . the Prince of peace” (Is. 
9, 6), might restore peace and bring about a meeting of minds and some 
sort of harmony. 


It is only to be expected that all these things should make a particularly 
deep impression upon Us, for it is only a few years since We took a careful 
look at those very beautiful shores with their-vast and brilliant vistas of sea 
and sky, and a happy memory of them lingers on in Our heart; but the news 
of other evils and calamities, other arguments and strife that, unfortunately, 
comes in every day from many parts of the world, causes Us the same kind 
of sorrow and concern, for it sadly shows that peoples are still not achieving 
that peace which the world cannot give and that they are looking for it in 
vain and are unable to preserve it even with all their powers. 


For this reason, We are speaking to you on this timely. occasion, venerable 
brothers and beloved sons, who solemnly represent all the laymen in Holy 
Church; and with absolute confidence We urge you to join your constant 
prayers to Our own. May God see to/it that all men, who have been re- 
deemed by the precious blood of Christ and gathered into one big family, 
may join together in brotherly agreement; may He enlighten the leaders of 
peoples and those who rule over them with His grace so that they may bring 
about a true, secure and lasting peace; the kind of peace that is based upon 
and strengthened by justice and charity. 


—John XXIII. To the Preparatory Commission 
on the Lay Apostolate of the Second 
Vatican Council. July 6, 1961. 


The Parish, the Diocese, the World 


. . « Everything that has to do with the life of the Church is beautiful: acts 
of individual piety, of public worship, of the apostolate. And all of it becomes 
meritorious when it follows the paths of obedience. 


But there is one institution in particular that deserves great respect and 
the highest honor: We mean the parish. When it is well organized and 
pervaded with a supernatural spirit, the attraction it exerts on individual 
souls and on families is always irresistible. 


We will never be able to say enough to Our dear priests, and to the pastors 
in particular, about continuing to remain faithful to the ancient tradition of 
parish life. That is: divine worship; frequenting of the sacraments; familiarity 
with the rituale romanum [Roman Ritual], which is a mine of pastoral treas- 
ures; a report on the state of souls that is honest, accurate and up-to-date, 
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no matter what. And then: catechism class, liturgical life and singing, and 
bells that sound in the distance to mark all the hours of human life with their 
joys and sorrows! And finally: an exemplary uniformity in the fine organiza- 
tions of Catholic Action, which will be supported and completed by others 
in turn that will flourish around them to meet the particular needs of devotion, 
charity and welfare that are most keenly felt. 


But there is no need to waste energies in looking for new paths when the 
road that should be followed is already marked out. 


We would like to direct a few words to you young aspirants to the sanc- 
tuary, you seminarians whose numbers are growing and multiplying and thus 
stirring the delight of the older clergy and the hopes of your good people; 
and to you young men who stand in the forefront of Our fervent laity. Keep 
on bringing joy to your bishops. Nihil sine episcopo. [Nothing without the 
Bishop.] Thoughts, words, actions, always with the Bishop. You may have 
your own ideas as to what directions the apostolate should take; but make 
sure that you maintain a firm respect for everything that will help make the 
diocesan community more solid and unified; and be ready to sacrifice carry- 
ing through with any bright plans of your own, whenever this is necessary to 
save overall unity and unification from suffering any harm. 


One last thought, venerable brethren and beloved sons: it is an_ invi- 
tation to spread charity far and wide until it reaches the full breadth of the 
missionary horizons of the Church. 


The thing that we see happening on so wide a scale on the economic and 
political levels—unification and cooperation—has to be the distinctive note of 
Catholicism in our time. We cannot shut ourselves off within the narrow 
vision of our own interests, even sacred ones, as long as we know that our 
brothers in the faith throughout the whole world are facing the same prob- 
lems as we are and perhaps without the means and resources that the Lord 
has given to our areas. 


So we must open up our horizons, and give more people an urge to be 
generous, even at the cost of painful privations and sacrifices, in answer to 
the push that comes from the charity of Christ that is urging us forward: 
caritas Christi urget nos. [The charity of Christ impels us.] (2 Cor. 5, 14) 


Thank God, We can see signs of a promising reawakening of this kind of 
sensitivity. And please permit Us to mention here in your presence some- 
thing that is bringing Us deep joy: the good seed that will soon be sown at 
Verona, at the meeting-point of three regions—a center for training priests 
for the immense and promising regions of Latin America; this is a sign of 
most exquisite charity, which will be enkindled in the Veneto and serve as 
an incentive for everyone. 
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See how the harvests are growing white in the whole world! Be generous in 
your thoughts and in your plans and you will be able to join with the uni- 
versal Church and feel that everything that has to do with it anywhere in 
the world, anything that is a cause of joy or concern to it, is really your 
own. Missionary cooperation; the use of new techniques and methods to help 
Christian thought spread and penetrate; the wider employment of the press 
and of audiovisual means in the service of good causes—all this is showing a 
promising development. But on the other side, we have the limited forces 
available to meet the constantly growing and ever more urgent expectations 
of so great a part of mankind, and the failures and obstacles encountered; 
you must feel all this as something personal, in the way that children feel 
and live the hopes and anxieties of their mother and share her joys and 
sufferings... . 


—John XXIII. On the occasion of the canonization of 
St. Bertilla Boscardin. May I 1, 1961. 








The Teaching Brother 


An Address of Pope John XXIll to Superiors 
of the Brothers of the Christian Schools 


Les sentiments filiaux 


EAR SONS of St. John Bap- 
tist de La Salle! 

The filial sentiments which 
were so delicately conveyed by your 
superior general on your behalf 
and on behalf of all members of the 
Institute of the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools moved Us deeply, 
and it is a great pleasure for Us 
to express Our deep gratitude to 
you. We welcome you here this 
morning with joy, and We would 
like to give testimony of Our fa- 
therly affection for you as indi- 
viduals consecrated to God, and to 
offer a word of encouragement for 
your mission as educators. 


Previous encounters 


We have known you for a long, 
long time, and We are happy to 
take advantage of this solemn oc- 
casion to recall Our first contacts in 
Rome with the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools. It happened for 
the first time long ago, in January, 
1901, when We had just arrived, 
from the Bergamo Seminary, at 
the Roman Seminary (then at St. 
Apollinare) , as a student sponsored 
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by the Cerasoli foundation. We 
then set foot for the first time at 
your St. Joseph’s College on the 
Piazza di Spagna, to attend a 
charming theatrical and musical 
performance, staged by former stu- 
dents of the college, the recollection 
of which has remained in Our mem- 
ory, very vividly, to this day. 

Twenty years later, in 1921, call- 
ed to Rome to work for the Sacred 
Congregation for the Propagation 
of the Faith, while We were wait- 
ing for lodgings—which were sub- 
sequently given to Us first on the 
Via Volturno and then at St. Mary’s 
on the Via Lata—We enjoyed the 
hospitality of the De Mérode Insti- 
tute. What sweet memories it left 
with Us: the meals We had at St. 
Joseph’s College, engaged in broth- 
erly conversations with Our dear 
Monsignor Angelo Rotta, the rever- 
ed Titular Archbishop of Thebes, 
who was destined, later on, to 
travel to the Orient, just as We did, 
and there to work with great zeal 
for the Holy Church. 

At the De Mérode Institute, as 
well as at St. Joseph’s, We will- 
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ingly heard the confessions of the 
students, and occasionally, We 
preached. We even recall holding 
spiritual exercises for the alumni. 


Three vocations 


We saw you at work, later on, in 
Bulgaria, in Turkey, and in France, 
and our encounters always brought 
Us great edification and spiritual 
profit. And the vocation of a teach- 
ing brother always appeared to Us 
to be worthy of special respect. 
Whenever We had the opportunity 
to mention it, We liked to associate, 
as in a trilogy, the figure of the 
teacher with those of the priest and 
the physician: three stars, as it 
were, in the same constellation, that 
of the universal charity of the 
Church. 

All three of them, with their very 
different characteristics, are sure- 
ly serving man and his sublime 
destiny as the child of God. The 
first are God’s privileged ministers 
and the authorized dispensers of 
His graces through the sacraments. 
The second are the molders of 
minds and wills, upon which they 
leave a deep mark with their teach- 
ing and their example. The third 
are at the service of the human 


body, which they enable to perform 
its task as instrument and expres- 
sion of the soul. 

And, if a teacher’s role is fairly 
distinct from that of a priest, there 
is no doubt that the note of teach- 
ing brother confers a very special 
dignity upon it, and, for its worthy 
exercise, requires adequate prepa- 
ration, both human and supernatu- 
ral, wherein concern with the 
spiritual formation will predomi- 
nate. 


An important task 


Within the great Catholic organ- 
ism, you occupy a choice place, to 
which you bring your special and 
rich vocation as teaching brothers. 
It must be strongly emphasized that 
the Christian formation of youth is 
a fundamental task. Nothing can 
replace the slow impregnation with 
Christian virtues which is achieved 
by the teaching offered by masters 
who have consecrated their whole 
existence to the task. The flower- 
ing of Catholic schools all over the 
world is one of the Church’s great- 
est glories. Dear Brothers of the 
Christian Schools, you are playing 
an important role in this magnifi- 
cent efflorescence. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 15, 1961. French text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 

Pope John gave this address at a special audience for 140 major superiors of the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools, who were in Rome for their regular meeting, held 


every five years. 


Founded by St. John Baptist de la Salle, the order is popularly known in the United 
States as “the Christian Brothers.” With about 21,000 members and schools in seventy 
countries, it is the world’s largest religious order of men devoted exclusively to 


teaching. 
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Everyone knows what an inspi- 
ration your holy founder was in 
this field, and the great debt which 
is owed him by all those who draw 
upon his fruitful example. These 
pages of history are deeply en- 
graved in the heart of the Church, 
to the honor of Saint John 
Baptist de La Salle and to yours. 
Be faithful, then, dear sons, to this 
beautiful vocation, and go on zeal- 
ously laboring in God’s field, with 
that special love toward the small- 
est and poorest ones which has al- 
ways characterized your institute 
since its foundation. 


Hardships 


Oh, indeed, you also have the 
difficulties of the present hour to 
reckon with! The soul weeps be- 
fore the grievous spectacle of the 
troubles your apostolate has suf- 
fered in many countries. Courage, 
dear sons, and unshakeable confi- 
dence in the grace of Our Lord, 
Jesus Christ! May our trials, mys- 
teriously permitted by Divine Prov- 
idence, serve to rally our energies 
and make us joyously place our- 
selves at the disposal of God for the 
resumption elsewhere of the inter- 
rupted work. 

Allow Us to recall the Master’s 
exhortation to His disciples, also 
uttered for our edification and ex- 
ample: “When they persecute you 
in one town, flee to another .. .”! 
The Holy Spirit invites us always 
to march onward and thus to bear 
witness to the indestructible youth- 
fulness of the Church and to be 
living witnesses of her apostolic 
dynamism. 








* Matt. 10, 23. 
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A waiting harvest 


The work is urgent and it re- 
quires many laborers. All over the 
world young minds are growing up 
and searching for the truth: on the 
old continent as well as on the 
most distant shores where new na- 
tions are waking up to their own 
responsibilities, and. are taking in 
hand the management and conduct 
of their affairs. How admirable 
and how worthy of arousing the 
enthusiasm of young Catholics is 
the work of devoting oneself to the 
human and supernatural formation 
of those who will be the responsible 
adults of tomorrow! May you, dear 
sons, constantly increase the brave 
numbers of your apostolic legions. 
May you continue to form, in your 
schools, levites for the sanctuary, 
religious who will continue your 
work tomorrow, and laymen who 
will be a powerful ferment of 
Catholicism in the world. 

Dear sons of St. John Baptist 
de La Salle, therein lies the gran- 
deur of your vocation and the ele- 
ment which constitutes its richness 
in the midst of its very austerity: 
consecration to God through the 
religious life, and consecration to 
men through teaching and educat- 


ing. 
A blessing 


May the Divine Heart of Jesus, 
rich in graces for all those who 
pray to Him, give you strength and 
light in your loyalty to this beauti- 
ful ideal, inspired by Christ and 
blessed by His Church. This is the 
fatherly wish We formulate with 
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all Our heart for your intention. persons and your work, We impart 
May you, with God’s help, achieve to you a very special Apostolic 
it more and more. Entreating a_ Blessing, as a token of Our par- 
profusion of divine gifts upon your’ ticular benevolence. 








The Centennial of Osservatore Romano 


An Address of Pope John XXIll to the Staff of Osservatore Romano 


Desideriamo anzitutto 


ELOVED SONS! First of all 

We want to thank the direc- 

tor of Osservatore Romano 

and his chief aids for having plan- 

ned and carried out a wonderful 

celebration which will certainly stir 

up echoes of joy and of good 

everywhere, on the occasion of the 
first centenary of your daily. 


The special issue 


Today We received your gift of 
the special issue published to com- 
memorate this happy anniversary. 
It will not be revealing any secret 
if We say that We were already 
acquainted with the contents, at 
least in part; and We can tell you 
right away just how pleased We 
are with the whole issue, the ar- 
ticles it contains and the illustra- 
tions. 

You decided to put a portrait of 
the pope on the very first page: 
and We know that this is just one 
more proof of the deep affection 
felt by Our very devoted children. 
There is also a special letter there 
from your Father [the Pope]—one 
that points up the fact that this is 
a friendly kind of family celebra- 
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tion and that tells of the comfort- 
ing hopes welling up in his mind. 
And you can also find there—We 
were speaking of this to Our Sec- 
retary of State during his daily 
audience a little while ago—the 
congratulations that were sent by 
Cardinal Tardini. 


Past, present, and future 


And then there is all the rest: 
leafing through its many, many 
pages gives you a clear picture of 
the past, the present and the fu- 
ture; We don’t say this with any 
reference to the words of the pray- 
er recited by the priest during 
Holy Mass after the Pater Noster! 
when he asks the Lord to free us 
from all evils: “praeteritis, prae- 
sentibus et futuris’”’ 2; instead it is 
a heartfelt thanks that We offer to 
God because He has used the Osser- 
vatore Romano to provide souls 
with an abundance of heavenly 
aids and a permanent store of use- 
ful information in the form of 
shining truth and a penetrating 
treatment of solid doctrine, with a 
wealth of examples and with a 
constant profession and defense of 
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sound principles. And all of this 
points forward to a cheerful hori- 
zon holding out the promise of just 
as much grace for the future. 


Something for everyone 


There is even more to be said: 
for some time now, the paper has 
been presenting a new variety in 
its reports and articles and corre- 
spondence. This is evidence of an 
ever keener spirit of dedication on 
the part of those working there. 
Whether the number of pages be 
great or small, every reader can 
find a great deal that will help his 
mind and heart, if he picks out the 
things that specially appeal to him, 
whether they have to do with his- 
tory or literature or apologetics, or 
if he just keeps up with the newest 
and most recent trends of thought 
and ways of communicating them, 
all of which are always treated in 
the full light of truth and of sound 
doctrine. 


A fine achievement 


It has been a real delight—We 
are happy to repeat this—for Us 
to see all this put together in a 
kind of well-planned synthesis in 
this special enlarged number. 

In this case, the various editors 
and members of the staff have suc- 
ceeded in preserving their sense of 
“Romanitda,”® their accuracy and 
their good taste. At the same time 
they give a fine example of how to 
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prepare a fitting tribute—a valua- 
ble document of faith, directed 
above all to the glory of the Lord, 
whose Providence is visibly help- 
ing us at every moment—while re- 
maining in perfect keeping with a 
brilliant tradition. 


Personal interest of the Pope 


As you know, when the Pope 
himself settles down toward eve- 
ning for a brief pause from his 
daily work, he likes to page through 
the Osservatore Romano; and if he 
finds something of interest in the 
fields that are of special interest to 
him, for example, history, art, 
archeology, hagiography, he goes 
ahead and reads it with real pleas- 
ure, even if he may have to give up 
this pleasure almost immediately 
with the coming of some new cares 
or concerns. 


The past recalled 


Yes, We thank the Lord fervent- 
ly for the many wonderful under- 
takings of a holy apostolate that 
this rich and densely packed “spe- 
cial issue” calls back to Our mind. 

Going back over Our youthful 
memories, and especially over those 
that date to the time when We 
were studying in the Roman Semi- 
nary, it seems that We can see 
once again the faces of some of the 
clerics and laymen who reappear in 
the pages of this centenary num- 
ber. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, July 3-4, 1961. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The occasion for this talk was the one hundredth anniversary of the Vatican City 
daily newspaper, Osservatore Romano. Present at the audience were the staff mem- 
bers of the paper and correspondents from many other newspapers and news services. 
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The seminarians used to be able 
to recognize these men, who did 
such valiant work with their pens 
in stormy times; they used to point 
them out to each other upon occa- 
sion, and, to a man, they prized the 
wise and humble and generous 
service these men were rendering 
to the Apostolic See. 


A family celebration 


Beloved sons, today is a big day 
here in our house; and it carries 
with it all the mirth and joy that 
go with feeling as if we are gath- 
ered around the family fireplace, 
with all the respectful and trust- 
ing hominess that comes from 
working together in a very special 
way. There are differences of 
measure and degree in the contri- 
bution made by the many different 
jobs you hold, but each of them is 
still a lofty and noble service to 
Christ Jesus and to His holy and 
blessed Church. 

All of you who belong to this 
family can rest assured that the 
Pope feels a very special love and 
affection for you, because you are 
so close to him and to his life, 
which is made up of prayer and 
pastoral activity. 


Herald of the Pope’s words 


Of course, the general direction 
and governing of the Church is not 
entrusted to the Osservatore Ro- 
mano; but it is equally true that 
the Osservatore Romano is the 
daily herald, the instrument, the 
very safe voice through which the 
thought of the Pope is ordinarily 


Our Father. 
? Past, present, and to come. 
® Roman spirit, appreciation of things Roman. 
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transmitted from Rome to the far- 
thest reaches of the world in a 
guaranteed form. 

For, as a matter of fact, the 
Acta Apostolicae Sedis—which is 
the official organ of the Apostolic 
See—cannot be published every 
day! 


Employees of the Osservatore 


And so, working on the Osserva- 
tore means sharing in a deep con- 
cern for spreading the spiritual en- 
ergies that are the best and the 
greatest force in the life of souls 
and that constitute the true wealth 
of the Christian social order, on 
which depend the prosperity and 
peace of the world. It is with this 
in mind that We enjoy greeting all 
of you who have gathered here for 
the centennial celebration of a 
newspaper that constitutes a very 
rich font for exploration and illus- 
tration of the history of the Church 
and of nations through the course 
of events of the past century. 


Other newsmen 

We also take pleasure on this 
solemn occasion in being able to 
greet the representatives of the 
worldwide press and radio net- 
works who have come here to join 
in the celebration of the Osserva- 
tore Romano and to pay tribute to 
the principles that inspire its ac- 
tivity and that are the common 
heritage of all those who love truth, 
justice and brotherhood among 
peoples. 
Support from the Pope 


Yes, beloved sons, the Pope is 
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with all of you, not just on days 
of celebration like today, but even 
more on all the other days that God 
may choose to grant you when you 
are hard at work carrying on what 
was begun a hundred years ago by 
those who have gone before you 
with so much honor and merit. 

The humble successor of Peter 
stands at his watch on the mystical 
bark that is still not worn out—it 
never could be—and always pos- 
sesses the courage and strength to 
press forward in obedience to the 
marvelous command of the Divine 
Master: duc in altum! + 

The Pope and the Church are 
with you, watching over you and 


“Launch out into the deep. 
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providing for you, just as the first 
apostles and disciples had a place 
in our Lord’s heart when the great 
enterprise of the peaceful conquest 
of the world for Jesus got under 
way and the first news and hopes 
of redemption and of grace, of 
peace and of truth, sounded forth 
from the heart of the apostles as 
they followed the direction and the 
grace of the Lord without delay. 

Our fatherly best wishes are that 
you may always enjoy these won- 
derful splendors: and so with all 
Our heart, We bless you yourselves 
and your efforts, your families and 
the noble aims of your work. 


I+ 








The Carmelites 


An Address of Pope John XXIll to a General Chapter 
of Discalced Carmelites 


Amiamo dirvi 


ELOVED SONS! We would 
like to say at once that this 
meeting is intended as a 

token of Our special regard for 
your order, which is preparing to 
celebrate the fourth centenary of 
that spiritual movement, that re- 
kindling of the ideals and the fer- 
vor of the contemplative life which 
had St. Teresa of Avila and St. 
John of the Cross for its standard- 
bearers and masters. 

We would like to add to the 
heavenly beauty of this calm and 
peaceful meeting by reminding 
those around Us of the three emi- 
nent prelates who in recent times 
have honored both the white robes 
of the Carmelites and the Sacred 
College of Cardinals: Cardinals 
Girolamo Maria Gotti, Carlo Raf- 
faelo Rossi and Adeodato Giovanni 
Piazza, of blessed and edifying 
memory. And We would like to 
mention how Our own devotion has 
been helped by the memory of the 
personal visits We made to the 
places made famous by the two 
Saint Teresas, the big and the lit- 
tle: to Alba de Tormes, to Avila, 
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and to Lisieux, and to all of the 
blessed solitudes that take their 
name and spirit from Carmel. 


The origin of the Carmelites 


And now We come to the histor- 
ical point of your origin. 

On August 24, 1562, the monas- 
tery of St. Joseph in Avila was 
founded, after much opposition, as 
the fearless reformer narrates with 
a virile directness in some famous 
passages of her Autobiography. It 
is quite true that the first convent 
of male religious was opened in 
1568 at Duruelo, as St. Teresa tells 
us in chapters 13 and 14 of the 
Foundations, but when you speak 
of the first convent founded by the 
Saint, you think of the first seed of 
the whole order that was to develop 
vigorously from that moment on. 

And so the Chapter that has just 
been held was marked by the above 
mentioned preparation, and it can 
rightly be called the Chapter of the 
Fourth Centenary of the Carmelite 
Reform. 

This circumstance offers us a 
point of departure for a number 
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of considerations. And they are: 
gratitude to God; spirit of prayer; 
renewed dedication to missionary 
work. 


I. 


First of all, the completion of 
four centuries since the beginning 
of the reform of the order is an in- 
vitation to gratitude to God for the 
benefits through which He has cov- 
ered with grace the road you have 
travelled up to now. Non nobis 
Domine, non nobis, sed nomini tuo 
da gloriam!? From the depths of 
your heart a hymn of gratitude 
rises: and not with the idea of ex- 
pending your energies in the en- 
joyment of past merits but rather 
to help you continue to be faithful 
instruments of the glory of the 
Lord! 


Reasons for gratitude 


There is certainly no lack of rea- 
sons to inspire this gratitude: the 
visible protection of heaven, even 
in the midst of the privations and 
hardships of your beginnings; the 
intense flowering of a solid holi- 
ness, based on detachment and on 
self-sacrifice that shines forth in 
the many Saints and Blessed of 
your order; the long line of reli- 
gious who have distinguished them- 
selves in the fields of scholarship, 
especially in theology and mystical 
studies: this is an ever-present in- 
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centive to thank the Lord and to 
pay back love for love generously ! 

And this will also be a way of 
remaining faithful to the spirit of 
St. Teresa; it gives Us great pleas- 
ure to recall the constant longing 
that was a kind of recurring echo 
of her deepest inner feelings: 
May the Lord always be praised 
and glorified ... May He always 
be praised and blessed . . . May 
He always be blessed! 


i. 


The celebration of your begin- 
nings reinforces your renewed de- 
termination to be faithful to the 
spirit of prayer, of supplication, 
which might be called the very es- 
sence of the ideal of Carmelite per- 
fection. The constitutions of the 
order speak explicitly of it as a 
foremost and indispensable duty: 
potior pars: rerum divinarum con- 
templatio et amor. Even today this 
is still a powerful force attracting 
souls to Carmel: the spirit of lov- 
ing contemplation that permeates 
all other activities and spreads its 
own fragrance over them, and is 
the result and reward for penances 
and privations. 


True prayer 


Rerum divinarum contemplatio 
et amor: what beautiful words, be- 
loved sons, and how well they cor- 
respond to the teaching of St. Tere- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 30, 1961. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The Holy Father addressed these remarks to members of a general chapter of the 
Discalced Carmelites. The order will celebrate its fourth centenary in 1962. It was 
on August 24, 1562, that St. Teresa of Avila founded the convent which is regarded 
as the cradle of the Discalced Carmelite Order. 
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sa, according to whom the profit 
that a soul enjoys in prayer does 
not consist in thinking much but in 
loving much.* 


Detachment and love 


Of course, fortitude and perse- 
verance are necessary, for in those 
who are really seeking after His 
will and His glory, God is to be 
found in detachment from all 
earthly involvement. You have to 
mortify all inclination to compro- 
mise with a certain spirit of world- 
liness and of giving into distrac- 
tions that sometimes seems to in- 
sinuate itself even into the souls of 
those called to a life that is com- 
pletely holy. And especially is 
there need of a great love, as We 
told the priests of Rome during the 
celebration of the synod: “love of 
Jesus, ardent and pious, vibrant 
and open to all those outpourings 
of mystical intimacy that lend an 
attractiveness to the practice of 
priestly piety and of prayer: both 
the official prayer of the universal 
Church and private prayers that 
are well-chosen and well carried- 
out; for abandoning oneself to this 
is a delight that provides a solid 
and savory nourishment for the 
spirit.” 5 

This spirit of prayer will serve 
to safeguard the effectiveness of 
your life and your apostolate and 
to exercise an irresistible attrac- 
tion upon souls in our day, too, just 
as it did in the times of St. Teresa 
and of St. John of the Cross. 


1 Chapters 32-36. 
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iil. 


Finally, renewed dedication to 
missionary work is the solemn as- 
signment that the message of this 
Fourth Centenary is entrusting to 
you. 

Your order’s missionary zeal 
and enthusiasm is one of its proud- 
est titles, evident right from the 
beginning in the development of 
your individual branches: from 
Mexico to Persia, from India to 
Mesopotamia, from Syria to China, 
vast regions growing white for the 
harvest have seen your willing 
workers come to them. 


Need for missionaries 


What satisfaction this flourish- 
ing of the missions gives Our 
spirit! It is more than a fine indi- 
cation of the feelings that always 
inspire your confreres; in particu- 
lar, it offers the encouraging prom- 
ise that this very meritorious work 
will carry on. At the present mo- 
ment, immense prospects for the 
Kingdom of Christ are opening up 
in the nations of the world; and 
demands are being made for legions 
of apostles in ever greater num- 
bers who will accept the Divine 
Savior’s command as a law and 
norm for meeting an urgent need 
that cannot be put off. The Pope 
who is speaking to you, as he has 
said on countless occasions, is dedi- 
cating all the anxiety and care in 
his heart to this problem of mis- 
sionary expansion, for it is the 


* Not to us, O Lord, not to us; but to Thy name give glory. (Ps. 113, 1) 
* The more important element: contemplation and love of divine things. 
‘ Foundations, ch. V, 2; Italian edition (Milan: 1931) 1100 


® Secunda Romanae Synodi sessio, AA 
v. 6, no. 8, 157-9. 
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great ideal that echoes the last tes- 
tament of Jesus: EHuntes ... do- 
cete omnes gentes.° This is the 
flame that burns in His heart and 
He never stops making it shine for 
all those who can and must under- 
stand the importance of the com- 
mand of Christ and the haunting 
concern that besets His lowly Vicar. 


St. Therese of the Child Jesus 


Beloved sons! We are happy to 
confide in you these deepest feelings 
of Ours, for We know that in you 
they have met and are still meet- 
ing a warm response. Take up the 
torch that your confreres have 
passed on to you, tend it and 
spread its flame with the holy zeal 
of your vocation. May St. Therese 
of the Child of Jesus, whom Our 
predecessor Pius XI, in 1927, pro- 
claimed co-patroness of the mis- 
sions of the world, shine from on 
high with the fiery fervor of her 
example. From the Carmelite ideal 
she learned to draw the almost su- 


* Going, therefore, teach all nations. 
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perhuman strength to immolate 
herself in silence for the salvation 
of souls; may she continue to in- 
spire fervent missionary zeal in 
you! 


Assurance of interest 


Beloved sons! We are happy to 
assure you of Our paternal affec- 
tion as you continue to carry on 
your work so fervently. We will 
be following you in the completion 
of your tasks, as We follow all 
the religious families, whose fra- 
grance enriches and adorns the 
garden of Holy Church. 

The pledge of these cordial 
wishes is the fatherly, consoling 
Apostolic Blessing that We pour 
forth upon you and upon all the 
Discaleced Carmelites scattered 
through the world, with special re- 
gard to missionaries, to the suffer- 
ing and to those studying for the 
altar, the hope and promise of 
perennial youth. 


(Matt. 28, 19) 








Apostolate of the Catholic Woman 


An Address of Pope John XXIll to the World Union 
of Catholic Women’s Organizations 


C’est pour Nous 


ELOVED DAUGHTERS! It 
B is a great joy for Us to wel- 

come you, Catholic women of 
every position and origin, repre- 
senting the 36 million members of 
the World Union of Women’s Or- 
ganizations. You have come to 
Rome, the center of the Church, to 
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary 
of your movement near the sacred 
tombs of the holy apostles Peter 
and Paul. 


Memories 


We consider Our participation in 
your anniversary celebrations one 
of the most tender comforts which 
the goodness of the Lord has re- 
served to Our priestly soul, for in 
the past We Ourselves were con- 
nected closely with the events you 
are commemorating, having coop- 
erated personally, with the help of 
God, in the first steps of the Italian 
branch of your union. This is one 
of the privileges of old age, of bona 
senectus': to be able to recall the 
happy memories connected with 
people, with places, with the cir- 
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cumstances of a distant and blessed 
past. 

In the period to which We refer 
an anti-Christian atmosphere had 
appeared in Italy, begun no doubt 
by the eternal enemy of souls, the 
tempter of primitive Eden. It 
brought about as a reaction the 
foundation of the Union of Cath- 
olic Women. 

While this organization was tak- 
ing shape and structure, Bishop 
Radini-Tedeschi, the unforgettable 
Bishop of Bergamo, whose private 
secretary We were at that time, 
entrusted to Us the position of ec- 
clesiastical assistant for the new 
group. And during twelve consecu- 
tive years this mission was to re- 
main one of the manifold concerns 
of Our young priesthood, if not the 
principal one. 

This is one of Our dearest mem- 
ories and it shows you how much 
Our heart has remained attached 
to the charitable institution which 
was to give birth later—like a new 
shoot of a strong tree—to Italian 
Catholic Young Women, a group 
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which was to have such a magnifi- 
cent future. 


Fifty good years 


You have come, therefore, in the 
name of your sisters all over the 
world, to present to the Common 
Father the filial tribute of your 
apostolic work. We thank you sin- 
cerely, beloved daughters, and al- 
low Us, together with you, to raise 
to God a sincere act of thanksgiv- 
ing for these fifty years of good 
service to the Church. How many 
favors have been received! How 
many true testimonies have sur- 
rounded you during this half cen- 
tury! Great has been the apostolic 
radiance of the Church, thanks to 
you and to those who preceded you. 
“My soul doth magnify the Lord” 
(Luke 1, 46). 


Theme of unity 


But We also ask the Lord to 
bless your present work, dedicated 
“on the eve of the Ecumenical 
Council” to the “Catholic woman, 
instrument of unity.” Reflecting 
on the essential and fundamental 
unity of the world in Christ and in 
His Church, you examine how the 
Catholic woman, by virtue of her 
nature, her providential vocation 
and her capabilities, can and must 
be, in her way, a source and instru- 
ment of unity in the family, in so- 
cial life, in the city, and in na- 
tional and international life. 
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How could We fail to rejoice 
that you have selected unity as the 
theme for this meeting and thus 
have chosen to show yourselves do- 
cile and faithful daughters of the 
Church, which is preparing itself 
in its entirety for that important 
religious event, the forthcoming 
Ecumenical Council? Taking to 
your loving hearts the anxieties of 
the Supreme Shepherd, you intend 
to pray, reflect and act according 
to your means for the success of 
this great assembly of all the Cath- 
olic bishops gathered around the 
successor of Peter. 

Therefore, dear daughters, We 
can only encourage you in your in- 
tentions to be a source of unity 
wherever you live and work in the 
world. Furthermore, this is your 
vocation as Catholic women, al- 
ways thoughtful of the welfare of 
others, always ready to give serv- 
ice with love and understanding. 
In a climate of practical material- 
ism and selfishness, your irreplace- 
able testimony is that of complete 
faithfulness to the Gospel and of a 
life shining as a beautiful mirror 
of Christian virtues. By imitating 
the example of the Virgin Mary, 
generations of Catholic women 
have been able progressively to 
make her example permeate the 
life of the family and of society. 
It is your task to continue this 
work. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, May 4, 1961. French text. Translation by TPS 
staff, based on one issued by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This address was given to about two thousand representatives of the World Union 
of Catholic Women’s Organizations, in Rome for their congress. The various organi- 
zations belonging to the union have a total membership of thirty-six million, 
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Great responsibilities 

While many traditional values 
are being challenged, even in 
Christian countries, and young na- 
tions seek with enthusiasm a com- 
mon ideal, the firm persuasion of 
your words and the quiet dignity of 
your attitude will bring to your 
sisters the inspiring example which 
incites emulation and guides all of 
life. Dear daughters, your respon- 
sibilities are great in the present- 
day world, which expects of you the 
light of your faith, the ardor of 
your hope and the zeal of your 
charity. May the breadth of your 
influence be equal to the hope it 
awakens! 


Educator of children 


On most of you the first religious 
and moral formation of the new 
generations depends in great part. 
We have already confided on many 
occasions how We _ Ourselves 
learned at the knees of Our mother 
to open Our soul to divine things. 
Our heart is still moved by that 
memory and by the thought of the 
magnificent role of the mother, ir- 
replaceable educator of her chil- 
dren. 


A broader apostolate 


This is your primary task, but 
it is not the only one, for your con- 
cern for the apostolate must know 
no boundaries. To transmit to the 
humble life of every day the mes- 
sage of Our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
exercise a Christian influence in 
those places where you work, to 
help instruct adults who too often 
ignore beneficial Catholic teaching 


* Good old age. 
*1 Peter, 3, 15. 
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in the face of unloosed atheistic 
propaganda, and lastly to affirm 
the teaching of the Church in the 
great international organizations 
in which you take part—there is a 
program of spiritual renewal well 
worth your energies and with the 
help of God’s grace it is capable of 
changing the face of the world that 
you cover with the close networks 
of your active friendships. 


Messengers for Christ 


Courage, beloved daughters, in 
your everyday apostolate, which is 
different, it is true, according to 
countries and situations, but which 
testifies through your deep unity 
to the universality of the Church 
in this world of today. 

Daughters of the Church, know 
how to make your Mother loved, 
and how to make her known, too, 
through the example of a liv- 
ing faith capable of enlightening 
“everyone who asks a reason for 
the hope that is in you.” 2 Carry the 
message of Christ to all women who 
seek the light and a support for 
themselves, for their family life 
and for their task as wives and 
mothers and who, while benefiting 
from the modern contributions of 
science and technology, intend to 
preserve their traditional feminine 
values. 


Guarantee of the future 


Beloved daughters, the good 
work accomplished by your organi- 
zations during fifty years—under 
the fine name of World Union—is 
the best guarantee of what you will 
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know how to bring about for the 
Christian renewal of society; for 
society reflects families, which in 
turn reflect woman, the real heart 
of the home. 

Be proud, therefore, of your no- 
ble mission, to which the Church 
calls you through Our humble 
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voice. And may the divine graces 
We heartily invoke in abundance 
on you yourselves, on your families, 
and on all the women you repre- 
sent succeed in making your work 
fruitful! This is Our dearest wish, 
in token of which We give you Our 
paternal blessing. 





—— 

tee Pad 
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To the Central Preparatory 


Commission: Prologue 


An Address of Pope John XXill at the Opening of the First Session of the 
Ecumenical Council's Central Preparatory Commission 


Congregatos Vos 


T IS WITH great joy that We 
greet you, venerable brethren 
and beloved sons, as you gather 
together here in this hall of the 
Apostolic Palace, which still seems 
to be echoing with the prayers off- 
ered up throughout the world dur- 
ing the Pentecost novena to beg 
the Holy Spirit to pour forth His 
heavenly graces in plentiful meas- 
ure in a very special way on those 
who are devoting their earnest ef- 
forts to preparing for the Second 
Ecumenical Council of the Vatican. 

As we look around at this won- 
derful group of distinguished men 
from every part of the world—Our 
venerable brothers, the cardinals 
of the Holy Roman Church, the 
bishops and prelates and superiors 
of the older and newer religious 
orders, who have all rendered out- 
standing service to the Church— 
We are led to hope for very great 
success from this marvelous event. 


June 11, 1961 


The progress of three plans 


God, in His great providence, has 
granted Us the privilege of seeing 
the swift and providential develop- 
ment of that seed which We sowed 
with a humble but completely con- 
fident spirit in the hearts of Our 
venerable brothers the cardinals 
when We summoned them to the 
Ostian Basilica on the 25th of Jan- 
uary, 1959, and spoke to them first 
of the Roman Synod, and then of 
the Ecumenical Council and of 
adapting the Code of Canon Law 
to the needs of our time.} 

O truly, this is the Lord’s doing: 
and it is wonderful in our eyes.? 

The time for revising the Code 
of Canon Law will come soon. But 
the constitutions of the Roman 
Synod have already been in effect 
for a year: the volume that con- 
tains them is in your hands and 
so much attention and study is 
being devoted to it even in far-off 
lands that it will have to be printed 
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again. And finally the council is 
being awaited in a calm but eager 
and friendly fashion not only by 
many of Our beloved sons but by 
many of those who dwell outside 
the fold of the Church as well. And 
this brings Us great peace of soul 
and gives Us more strength to 
move ahead in the work. 


Past work toward the council 


Meanwhile a fine job has been 
done of collecting, into fifteen vol- 
umes, the suggestions of the bish- 
ops and prelates, the advice of the 
offices of the Roman Curia and the 
ideas of the universities. The mat- 
ters of doctrine and Church dis- 
cipline that are to be taken up by 
the commissions have been drawn 
from this great mass of material. 
And We Ourselves have been able 
to see what hard work and diligent 
study and planning is being car- 
ried out by the commissions and 
secretariats that We have set up, 
on the occasions when We have at- 
tended some of their sessions. 


A new stage 


Now We bless the Lord and 
move to a new stage of the long, 
hard journey. 


THE POPE SPEAKS 


Today the Central Commission, 
which is broader in scope and more 
important than the others, is en- 
tering upon its labors; its secretary 
has been hard at work right from 
the very beginning. 

Since any group will achieve 
greater results the better organ- 
ized its efforts are, you, venerable 
brethren, and beloved sons, are 
now going to pay special attention 
to the things that have to do with 
the convoking, the carrying on and 
the general order of the future 
sessions of the council. These first 
meetings of yours will be followed 
by others that will take up the in- 
dividual schemata being prepared 
by each of the commissions. 

There is certainly a good deal 
of very difficult work left for you 
to do, and it will bring out just 
how much wisdom, learning, pru- 
dence and experience in human af- 
fairs the Lord has given you. 


This meeting 


You have been called to share 
more fully in Our interests and 
care in hurrying this great work 
along toward a successful conclu- 
sion. For this reason, We wanted 
to speak to you here at your very 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 12-13, 1961. Latin text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This address was given at the opening of a week of meetings held by the Central 
Preparatory Commission of the Second Vatican Council. The meetings comprised 
the first solemn session of the commission and were held from June 12 to June 20. 

At the week-long session the commission discussed the structure and organization 
of the forthcoming council. Among the matters examined were the nature and 
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first meeting and to impart Our 
benediction to you to bring you 
God’s help. 

When We look at you gathered 
around Us, We can see beyond to 
the universal Church, which has 
offered you as chosen helpers of 
the lowly successor of Peter, and 
which commits its wishes and de- 
sires to you with confidence and 
trust. And so this meeting is a 
harbinger of the great hope that 
fills Our soul and, We feel sure, 
yours as well. 


Effects of past councils 


As a matter of fact, a council 
leaves indelible traces on the af- 
fairs of the Church. This has been 
true of the councils celebrated in 
the past—those twenty stars, we 
might call them, that shed their 
holy light upon the Church—for 
their activity and effectiveness has 
brought about a great growth in 
sound and integral doctrine, in the 
holiness of morals, in piety among 
the faithful, in ecclesiastical disci- 
pline and in missionary zeal. 

In various ages, once the decrees 
of ecumenical councils have been 
published, the projects undertaken 
have flourished, as if they were 
springing from a sacred seed. The 
Fourth Lateran Council, for ex- 
ample, had such an effect on the 
affairs of the Church that the 
preaching of the Gospel was once 
again brought into those areas 
where heresy had spread its per- 
nicious errors. Closer to our own 
times and hence more familiar to 
Us, the Council of Trent resulted 
in a number of new endeavors 


1TPS, v. 5, no. 4, 398-401. 
* Ps. 117, 28. 


aimed at fostering charity, safe- 
guarding doctrine, and warning 
and inspiring clerics to lead holier 
lives. 


Hopes for coming council 


When we consider the events and 
circumstances of past councils 
carefully, We feel a great hope ris- 
ing in our souls that there is good 
reason to expect rich fruits from 
this one, too—fruits which will be 
reaped more plentifully by those 
who carry on Our work. 

This is why We issued a decree 
to have prayers poured forth to 
the Divine Paraclete on the Feast 
of Pentecost and We will not let 
up in urging Our children through- 
out the whole world to pray that 
the Lord may make this work fruit- 
ful through His grace. 


The business at hand 


And now, so that this Central 
Commission may have a clear idea 
of the work that has already been 
done by the preparatory commis- 
sions, We want the presidents of 
each of the individual commissions 
and secretariats to make a brief 
report of their work. 

In the next few days, a number 
of questions having to do with the 
celebration of the council will be 
proposed for your wise and careful 
attention. 

We will be very happy to pre- 
side over these meetings: but if 
Our pastoral duties make it impos- 
sible for Us to be present at any 
of them, then We entrust the direc- 
tion of discussion to the cardinal 
who is president of the commission 
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or secretariat in whose area the 
matter under discussion falls. 

Since the questions to be treated 
in these present meetings have to 
do only with the Central Commis- 
sion, the discussion will be presided 
over in Our absence by the senior 
cardinal present. 

We humbly beg that the Divine 
Paraclete may be with us with His 
graces; may Mary, our Advocate, 
hear us; may St. Joseph, the Pa- 
tron of the Church, help us. 

(After the allocution, His holi- 
ness relinquished the floor to the 
presidents of the individual pre- 
paratory commissions and secre- 
tariats of the council, so that they 
might bring the Central Commis- 
sion up to date on what had been 
done up to now. 

This was followed by the report 
of His Excellency, Archbishop Fe- 
lici, the general secretary, on the 
activity of the Central Commission. 

At the end, the August Pontiff 
directed the following closing dis- 
course and best wishes to those tak- 
ing part in the important meeting.) 

The fact that this was the first 
meeting of the supreme commis- 
sion of the Ecumenical Council 
clearly called for the words of best 
wishes that We chose to use at the 
beginning of this session. For it 
was only fitting for Us to point out 
the road you will have to travel, 
to wish you well and encourage 
your efforts and in this way add 
a touch of solemnity to the begin- 
ning of your labors. 


* Tuke 12, 32. 


* Acts 4, 36. 
® Acts 11, 24. 


THE PoPE SPEAKS 


The support of saints and martyrs 


Now We would like to draw upon 
the Roman Breviary and Missal 
for some words of best wishes. We 
would like to recall the saints whom 
the sacred liturgy proposes for our 
consideration during these days: 
yesterday, St. Barnabas; today, St. 
Leo III, Supreme Pontiff, together 
with St. John of Sahagun and the 
martyrs Basilis, Cyrinus, Nabor 
and Nazarius; tomorrow St. An- 
thony of Padua. 

All of these saints offer us the 
Gospel’s word of admonition and 
encouragement: Do not be afraid, 
little flock, for it has pleased your 
Father to give you the kingdom.’ 


St. Barnabas 


The first one Our mind turns to 
is St. Barnabas, the companion of 
St. Paul and afterwards of St. John 
Mark in a vigorous and fruitful 
apostolate; he is called the son of 
consolation,t and a good man and 
full of the Holy Spirit.5 


St. Leo Ill 


Then comes St. Leo III, Supreme 
Pontiff, whose liturgical feast is 
being celebrated today, who show- 
ed his piety and meekness in re- 
markable devotion to God, in char- 
ity toward neighbor, in prudence 
in handling affairs—a father of the 
poor and the weak, a defender of 
the Church, a promoter of divine 
worship. His name is closely 
bound up with the affairs of Char- 
lemagne, upon whom he conferred 
the crown of the Roman Empire; 
and for twenty years he shone 
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forth from the Lateran as an out- 
standing beacon-light of Christian 
devotion and worship. 


St. John of Sahagun 


Along with St. Leo III, the sa- 
cred liturgy today recalls St. John 
of Sahagun; We pray to him too 
to use his patronage and support 
the aims of the Ecumenical Coun- 
cil, for while he was on earth he 
was “endowed with a wonderful 
gift for settling differences.” 


The Roman martyrs 


And he is surrounded by a kind 
of crown made up of the Roman 
martyrs who suffered on the via 
Aurelia; the very ancient basilica 
on the via Merullana named after 
the first of them was restored by 
St. Leo III. 


St. Anthony of Padua 


Tomorrow the feast of St. An- 
thony of Padua will be celebrat- 
ed; the liturgical commemoration 
seems to take on new force and im- 
portance from the tribute of uni- 
versal devotion, resembling a beau- 
tiful and exquisite poem, that the 
Christian faithful offer him. His 
whole life was given over to the 
work of an ardent and eager apos- 
tolate. 


* Luke 12, 32: 
* Tuke 12, 7. 
5 Thid. 
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Encouragement 


Here today as the most impor- 
tant part of the work of preparing 
for Our Ecumenical Council is 
about to begin, the prayers and in- 
tercession of these saints give Us 
every hope and expectation of suc- 
cess in this work of preparation. 

May the help of heaven be as- 
sured by the words that echo and 
re-echo through the sacred liturgy: 
Fear not, little flock* The very 
hairs of your head are all num- 
bered.?. So fear not: you are of 
more value than many sparrows.® 

The special endowment possess- 
ed by this meeting is that it raises 
up our minds to communion with 
the Church triumphant. The saints 
in heaven enjoying eternal glory 
and peace shed their light upon 
us and look down joyfully on the 
growth and spread of the work 
which they began here on earth. 

Let this be a comfort to us here 
as we begin our labors and a happy 
omen for time to come. 

Now that We have expressed all 
these wishes and hopes, We loving- 
ly impart the Apostolic Blessing to 
all of you here as a pledge of 
heavenly aid. 








To the Central Preparatory 


Commission: Epilogue 


An Address of Pope John XxXIll at the End of the First Session 
of the Ecumenical Council's Central Preparatory Commission 


Progredientes leniter 


ENERABLE BRETHREN, 
beloved sons! 

As the days move along 
one by one, like the early morn- 
ing hours that bring a growing 
light with them, all of us who are 
expending our efforts, each in his 
own way, in preparing for the 
Ecumenical Council are gradually, 
with the help of God, moving ahead 
toward a successful conclusion of 
this noteworthy work, to which we 
have set our hand in the name of 
the Lord through a kind of inspira- 
tion from heavenly grace. 

For the work of the individual 
commissions, as they are called, is 
moving ahead vigorously and suc- 
cessfully, as We Ourselves have 
been able to see, to Our great joy 
and satisfaction, on a number of 
occasions when We have been pres- 
ent. And now this Central Com- 
mission, which the lowly successor 
of Peter both attends and presides 
over, is reaching the last of this 
series of preliminary meetings, 


June 20, 1961 


which were begun in such a fine 
way a few days ago. 


Decisions made 


Due attention has been paid to 
all the many different opinions ex- 
pressed and general agreement has 
been reached on the main items that 
have to do with the structure and 
organization of the council meet- 
ings; careful consideration has al- 
so been given to all of the things 
that will take on a certain impor- 
tance when more advanced stages 
of the preparation are reached. 

Among these questions, We 
might mention here the decisions 
that have been made as to who will 
be summoned to the council to deal 
with the whole area of doctrine and 
discipline that is to be considered, 
on which will depend the success 
of the council ; as to the theologians 
and canon lawyers to be selected; 
as to the rules that will govern dis- 
cussions; and the procedure for 
voting. 


246 











EPILOGUE 


As far as language is concerned, 
it is only right and fitting for Latin 
to be the official one; but upon oc- 
casion, if need be, thoughts and 
opinions can be sought and ex- 
pressed in the vernacular as well. 


The whole Church 


All of these things are very use- 
ful and encouraging to the whole 
Church and they should attract 
general attention. 

It is really a very beautiful and 
consoling thought to realize that 
everything that has been under 
consideration here for so many 
days is something that has to do 
with the whole Catholic Church and 
thus concerns each and every one 
of the most loving sons that We 
have throughout the world and will 
delight, console and inspire them. 

You are not the only ones here; 
rather, it is the whole Church that 
is here, busy at its glorious labors; 
its maternal heart is beating here 
with a desire for the salvation and 
joy of each and every human being 
and of each and every people from 
whose bosom you have come as the 
offspring chosen to represent all 
the rest. 


Preparatory work 


On this occasion, which marks 
the beginning of a period of more 
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intensive activity, We cannot fail 
to mention the long, painstaking 
work that has been carried on for 
two years now with rich fruit: the 
wishes and desires of the bishops 
of the whole world have been gath- 
ered up; advice has been sought 
from the Roman Curia; the opin- 
ions of the Catholic universities 
have been consulted; and all of 
this has afforded a clear picture 
of just what the Christian clergy 
and people are hoping for. 

This great mass of material, 
with the weight of authority be- 
hind it, provided the basis for the 
work of the individual commis- 
sions, so that it can truly be said 
that, in preparing for the Ecu- 
menical Council, attention was 
paid to what the priests and laity 
wanted. 


Interest of laymen 


Our heart and soul embraces all 
Christians with fatherly love and 
so it has brought Us much conso- 
lation too—and how We enjoy tell- 
ing you this in a friendly conver- 
sation !—to realize that day by day 
laymen, and especially those who 
are devoting their efforts to help- 
ing the sacred hierarchy, are pay- 
ing more and more attention to the 
progress made in the work of the 
commissions and even more to the 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 21, 1961. Latin text. Translation prepared 
for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This address was given at the close of a week of meetings held by the Central 
Preparatory Commission of the Second Vatican Council. The meetings constituted 
the first solemn session of the commission and were held from June 12 to June 20. 

Also present at this final meeting were all available members and consultors of 
the other eleven preparatory commissions and the three secretariats. 
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prayers they themselves are pour- 
ing forth at the altar. Our thoughts 
go out to them, too, from this hall, 
along with Our feelings of grati- 
tude and joy. We ask them to keep 
on helping the work that has been 
begun, with the same devotion and 
enthusiasm, and never to doubt for 
a moment that their desires and 
advice will be welcomed by Us with 
all the good will possible. 


The press 


And We do not want to forget 
the newspaper writers who have 
always shown a good deal of kind- 
ness and friendliness and often a 
bit of impatience and insistence in 
trying to find out just what the 
council is going to do. 

While We thank them for their 
interest and concern, We urge 
them in a fatherly fashion to re- 
alize that an ecumenical synod is 
not some kind of debating society 
or a body of legislators elected by 
the people but rather a solemn 
meeting of the sacred hierarchy 
having to do with the life and op- 
eration of the Church and the gen- 
eral good of souls. 

Anyone can see that dealing with 
something like this calls for rever- 
ence and respect and a very special 
prudence. The preparations for 
the Ecumenical Council are mov- 
ing along: and as soon as its first 
fruits appear, there will be plenty 
of opportunity to provide the 
clergy and the faithful and the 
men of all nations who are follow- 
ing this great event closely with 
news that will live up to the hopes 
and desires of generous souls. 


13 Kings 19, 7. 





THE POPE SPEAKS 


Work to be done 


Venerable brethern of Ours and 
beloved sons! 

The words that the angel once 
addressed to Elias seem to Us to be 
re-echoing here today: Arise, eat, 
for thou hast yet a great way to 
go.1 There is more work we still 
have to do, more things for us to 
take care of. While the commis- 
sions and secretariats, as they are 
called, resume the work committed 
to them, We will carry on along 
Our own path, trusting completely 
in God’s help, and, as We have said 
from the beginning, with this goal 
in mind: that the ecumenical synod 
that We are planning may provide 
Catholic activities with rich new 
inspiration and drive and that this 
greater force and vigor may enable 
them to serve the Christian people 
and meet their needs. 


Aims of the council 


To put it all very briefly, the aim 
of the council is to make the clergy 
on every level shine with a new 
holiness; to bring the main points 
and precepts of Christian doctrine 
to the people of God in the best 
possible way ; to give young people, 
the fresh seeds whose growth holds 
the hope of a better age, sound 
training in how to live as they 
should; to foster the activities of 
the social apostolate; and to nour- 
ish a deep missionary spirit, the 
kind of spirit that will make it 
clear to everyone that each and 
every person is our brother and 
our friend. 
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A few closing remarks 


Since this series of meetings is 
drawing to a close, We feel that 
We should mention a few things 
that We think ought to be said and 
that may be useful in this whole 
matter. :. 


Need for divine assistance 


We urge the secular and religi- 
ous clergy and the whole Christian 
people to join the Roman Pontiff 
with all their hearts in pouring 
forth prayers that Holy Church 
may always shine forth with the 
wonderful unity and full-fledged 
harmony that she now enjoys. 

This undertaking is so impor- 
tant that human efforts and human 
powers will not, by themselves, be 
able to bring it to a successful con- 
clusion. For this reason, power 
from on high will have to make up 
for our weakness. It is important 
for you to beg for the light and 
strength of the Holy Spirit con- 
stantly in your prayers and peti- 
tions. 

Then the cares and efforts that 
are being expended will enjoy the 
benefit of the effective guidance and 
the wise inspiration that come 
from the help and urging of heav- 
enly grace, and the plans that have 
been made will be carried out suc- 
cessfully. 


Conduct of the council 


All the peoples of the earth are 
- giving thoughtful consideration to 
the preparations for the Ecumeni- 
cal Council; and when it finally be- 
comes a reality, the individual de- 
cisions made there will be spread 
far and wide by present-day means 
of communication. 
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We certainly have no desire to 
keep quiet or to avoid speaking 
out on anything that can be helpful 
to souls. But since we are deal- 
ing with important matters, they 
should be proposed prudently and 
in simple terms; points of idle 
curiosity should be avoided and 
bitter arguments should be ex- 
cluded. 

The discussion ought to move 
ahead calmly and quietly and in a 
reasonable fashion, clearing up 
misconceptions and eliminating er- 
rors by the force of truth. The re- 
quests and petitions should be di- 
rected toward what will best help 
the greater good of the Church, so 
that she may, as far as possible, 
carry on peacefully in her holy de- 
votion. 


Those outside the Church 


But what about those brothers 
who always have a place in our 
love but who are separated from 
the fold of the Church? What 
about the great multitude of hu- 
man beings who do not bear the 
sign of Christ on their foreheads 
but who are still creatures of God? 

You can be sure that We have 
the deepest regard for what they 
have to say and what they are try- 
ing to do. For this reason too, the 
council is not a speculative meet- 
ing, but rather a body that is vi- 
brantly alive, that looks at the 
whole world with its eyes and em- 
braces it in its arms; a house that 
is adorned for the celebration of a 
feast and clothed in the splendors 
of springtime; it is the Church 
which welcomes all human beings 
to its bosom. 
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Praise and encouragement 


With this said, We cannot help 
praising your care and your hard 
work over and over again, for your 
efforts have already produced note- 
worthy results. And We want to 
add a word of encouragement to 
all of you to carry on the fine work 
you have begun with the fullest 
enthusiasm of which you are ca- 
pable; an enthusiasm that will not 
be slowed down even by the com- 





* Phil. 2, 18. 





THE POPE SPEAKS 


ing of the summer months. May 
God be with all of you—He who of 
his good pleasure works in you 
both the will and the performance.” 
Wishing all of these things from 
the bottom of Our heart, We beg 
for heavenly aid for all of you and 
for the undertakings so deserving 
of praise to which you are turning 
your attention, and ‘likewise for 
the hopes that you nourish; and as 
a pledge of all this, We lovingly 
impart Our Apostolic Blessing. 











A Call to Peace 


A Radio Address of Pope John XXIll to the World 


L’apostolo Pietro 


ENERABLE BRETHREN, 
beloved sons! 

The Apostle Peter in his 
speech to those who were come to- 
gether in the house of the Roman 
centurion Cornelius declared that 
all the nations of the earth without 
distinction were henceforth invited 
to pay heed to the universal Fa- 
therhood of God. And he summed 
up this heavenly doctrine in words 
of peace: annuntians pacem per 
Iesum Christum. } 

This same message is the very 
beat of Our Heart, the heart of a 
father and of a bishop of the Holy 
Church. It comes more ‘anxiously 
to Our lips whenever clouds seem 
to be gathering darkly on the 
horizon. 


Other popes and peace 


We have before Us the memory 
of the popes who most closely 
‘preceded Us and their outspoken 
manifestations of solicitude and 
anxious appeals, which have be- 
come part of history. 

From the exhortation of Pius X 
a few days before his saintly 
death, 2 when the first European 


September 10, 1961 


conflagration was imminent, to the 
encyclical of Benedict XV, “Pacem, 
Det Munus Pulcherrimum,’’* 
“Peace, the Most Beautiful Gift 
of God,”’; from the warning call 
of Pius XI, which looked to true 
peace “non tam tabulis inscriptam, 
quam in animis consignatam,” + to 
that fervent last appeal of Pius 
XII on August 24, 1939: “It is 
by the power of sound reason, not 
by force of arms, that justice 
makes its way,”®—we have a 
whole series of pleas, sometimes 
deeply sorrowful and moving, al- 
ways paternal, calling upon the 
whole world to guard against the 
danger while there is yet time, 
and assuring the nations that 
whereas everything is lost, and 
lost to everyone, through war, 
nothing will be lost through peace. 


The responsibility of rulers 


We make this appeal Our own, 
extending it once more to those 
who bear on their consciences the 
gravest weight of public, recog- 
nized responsibility. The Church 
by her very nature cannot remain 
indifferent to human _ suffering, 
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even were it no more than anxiety 
and worry. And this is why We 
call upon the rulers of nations to 
face squarely the tremendous re- 
sponsibilities they bear before the 
tribunal of history, and, what is 
more, before the judgment seat of 
God; this is why We entreat them 
not to fall victims to false, decep- 
tive pressures. 

It is indeed upon wise men that 
the issue depends: that force shall 
not prevail, but right, through free 
and sincere negotiations; that 
truth and justice shall be affirmed 
through the safeguarding of the 
essential liberties and invincible 
values of every nation and every 
human person. 


A sacred warning 


Without exaggerating the impor- 
tance of what has so far had only 
the appearance—though We must 
say the very irresponsible and 
tragically deplorable appearance— 
of a threat of war, as reported in 
the sources of daily public infor- 
mation, it is quite natural that We 
should make Our own the anxious 
solicitude of Our predecessors and 
express it through a sacred warn- 
ing to all Our children, as We 
feel it Our right and duty to name 
them, believers in God and in His 
Christ, and unbelievers as well, 
for all men belong to God and to 
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Christ by right of origin and of 
redemption. 


Warnings from 
Saints Peter and Paul 


Those two pillars of the Church, 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul, give 
us the warning. The former gives 
it in his repeated affirmation of 
peace in Christ, the Son of God; 
the latter, the Doctor of the Gen- 
tiles, gives it in a very detailed 
statement of counsels and instruc- 
tions which are timely and appro- 
priate for all who now hold or 
will hold any post of responsibil- 
ity in the history of the human 
race. 


The words of St. Paul 


“Brethren, draw your strength 
from the Lord, from that mastery 
which His power supplies .. . it 
is not against flesh and blood that 
we enter the lists. We have to do 
with princedoms and powers, with 
those who have mastery of the 
world in these dark days, with 
malign influences in an order 
higher than ours.’ 

As one with the wisdom and the 
fullness of fatherhood of the hum- 
ble successor of St. Peter and as 
custodian of the deposit of doc- 
trine—which remains forever the 
great Divine Book, open to all 
men of all nations—and conse- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 11-12, 1961. Italian text. Trans- 
lation by TPS staff, based on one issued by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

Pope John delivered this address from his summer residence at Castelgandolfo, 
immediately after he had offered a special Mass for peace. His words were broad- 
cast over Vatican Radio and the Italian radio and television networks. Translations 
were given almost at once by the networks of other European countries and were 
beamed fo the East by Radio Free Europe. 











A CALL TO PEACE 


quently as the keeper of Christ’s 
Gospel, We deem it opportune to 
offer some personal, concrete re- 
flections on those matters in to- 
day’s world which are causing un- 
certainty and fear. 

Following the counsel of St. Paul 
in regard to the attitude to be 
taken towards the evil spirits in 
an order higher than ours, we 
should note his interesting descrip- 
tion of the good fighter poised to 
meet the assault of his adversary: 
“In omnibus perfecti stare* : your 
loins girt with truth, the breast- 
plate of justice fitted on, and your 
feet shod in readiness to publish 
the gospel of peace, evangelium 
pacis. With all this, take up the 
shield of faith, with which you 
will be able to quench all the fire- 
tipped arrows of your wicked 
enemy; make the helmet of salva- 
tion your own, and the sword of 
the spirit, God’s word.” ® 


The Christian attitude 


All these are spiritual weapons 
described in figures of speech by 
means of which, beloved brethren 
and children, you can see what can 
and ought to be the attitude of a 
good Christian in the face of any 
event, at any time and under any 
circumstances. What comes from 
the evil one and from unbridled 
natural inclinations is a war of 
the spirit; but always war; and 
always the hideous fire that can 


* Cf. AAS 6 (1914) 373. 
* AAS 12 (1920) 209 ff. 
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penetrate and overcome every- 
thing. 

Thus, through the guidance of 
the Apostle of the Gentiles, we are 
led to the clearest and most solid 
foundation upon which must be 
based the attitude of the Christian 
spirit in the face of anything prov- 
idence may dispose or permit. Be- 
tween two words, war or peace, 
are entwined the anguish and the 
hopes of the world, the anxieties 
and the joy of individuals and of 
society. 


The horrors of war 


Anyone who remembers the his- 
tory of the not too distant past, 
a@ past recorded in books as an 
epoch of misfortune, and who still 
has a vivid recollection of the 
bloodstained half century between 
1914 and the present, and who re- 
members the sufferings of our peo- 
ples and our lands—although there 
were peaceful interludes between 
one tribulation and the next— 
trembles at the thought of what 
can happen to each one of us and 
to the whole world. Every war 
brings upheaval and destruction to 
individuals, to peoples, to entire 
regions. What could happen to- 
day—considering the frightful ef- 
fects of new weapons of destruc- 
tion and ruin which human in- 
genuity continues to multiply, to 
everyone’s loss? 

In Our youth We were always 


1“pnreaching peace through Jesus Christ.” (Acts 10, 36.) 


*“not as written into treaties but rather as sealed in the hearts of men.” Cf. the 
papal bull “Jnfinita Dei,” May 29, 1924: AAS 16 (1924) 213. 


* Pius XII, 
° Eph. 6, 10 and 12. 

™“Stand in all things perfect.” 
* Eph. 6, 14-17. 


iscorsi e Radiomessaggi, I (1939) 306. 
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deeply moved by the ancient cry 
of despair of Desiderius, the King 
of the Lombards, which he uttered 
when the army of Charlemagne 
first appeared on the Alps: he tore 
his hair and cried out, “O ferrum, 
heu ferrum.”® What then should 
be said of the modern instruments 
of war derived from the secrets 
of nature and capable of unleash- 
ing unheard-of energy to wreak 
havoc and destruction? 

Thanks be to God, We are per- 
suaded that up to now there is no 
serious threat of war, immediate 
or remote. In making this refer- 
ence of Our own to a subject that 
the press of all nations is dis- 
cussing, We mean nothing more 
than to seize yet another oppor- 
tunity of appealing with confidence 
to the calm, sure wisdom of the 
statesmen and men of government 
in every country who preside over 
the direction of public affairs. 


The weapon of prayer 


It is true that at the end of his 
letter to the Ephesians, written in 
a prison in Rome where he was 
chained to a Roman soldier guard- 
ing him, the Apostle Paul took his 
inspiration from military weap- 
ons to teach Christians the arms 
necessary to defend against and 
overcome spiritual enemies; not 
surprisingly, at ’he end of the list 
of weapons he stresses prayer as 
the most effective of them all. 

Listen to his words: “Galeam 
salutis adsumite et gladium spiri- 
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tus, quod est verbum Dei; per om- 
nem orationem et obsecrationem 
orantes omni tempore in spiritu et 
in tpso vigilantes in omni instan- 
tia et obsecratione pro omnibus 
sanctis.” © “Use every kind of 
prayer and supplication, pray at 
all times in the Holy Spirit; keep 
awake to that end with all per- 
severance; offer your supplication 
for all the saints.” 

With this earnest invitation the 
Doctor of the Gentiles brings us 
to the particular reason why we 
are united here today in spirit in 
a gathering that a mere hint has 
been sufficient to bring about and 
that has resulted in a great up- 
lifting of spirit towards order and 
peace. The children of the Catholic 
Church well know this aspiration 
and this invocation. 

In days of sorrow universal 
prayer to Almighty God, Creator 
of the universe, to His Son Jesus 
Christ, made man for man’s sal- 
vation, and to the Holy Spirit, 
Lord and lifegiver, has brought 
from heaven and upon earth won- 
derful answers, which are recorded 
as happy and glorious pages in the 
history of mankind and of indi- 
vidual nations. We must open our 
hearts and empty them of the 
malice with which at times the 
spirit of error and evil seeks to 
infect them, and thus purified, we 
must lift them up confident of re- 
ceiving heaven’s blessing as also 
prosperity in the things of this 
earth. 


°“The sword, alas, the sword.” Monachi San Gallensis, Gesta Karoli, Lib. II, par. 
17. (Monumenta Germaniae Historica, Scriptores, t. 2, Hannoverae 1829, p. 760, 
line 3.) 

#0 “Make the helmet of salvation your own, and the sword of the spirit, God’s word. 
Use every kind of prayer and supplication; pray at all times in the spirit; keep 
awake to that end with all perseverance; offer your supplication for all the saints.” 
(Eph. 6, 17-18) 




















A CALL TO PEACE 


Assemblies for peace 


Venerable brothers and beloved 
children, our simple and sponta- 
neous meeting together in spirit 
today could well be—who knows ?— 
the first of a series of assemblies 
of peace, not marred by pointless 
clamoring but gladdened by a 
heartfelt sentiment of elevation 
and peace, an assurance of the 
tranquillity and nobility of life in 
the happiness of Christian society, 
which is, in Christ, divine broth- 
erhood and a foretaste of the joys 
of heaven. 

Reflect that the Catholic Church, 
scattered throughout a world that 
is today, alas, troubled and di- 
vided, is preparing for a universal 
gathering —the ecumenical coun- 
cil—which is aimed at the promo- 
tion of that true brotherhood of 
nations which exalts Christ Jesus, 
the glorious and immortal King of 
Ages and of peoples, light of the 
world, and the way, the truth, and 
the life. 


An invitation to prayer 


This afternoon, during the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, the blood of 
Jesus Christ has come down upon 
us, upon our lives, upon our souls. 
By it we are sancitified and re- 
deemed and lifted up with joy. 

We have prayed together and in 
so doing we have felt great joy 
in our hearts. Let us continue 
to pray in this way, as St. Paul 
invites us to do at the end of his 
touching letter. Let us pray with 
one another and for one another, 


“Cf. 1 Tim. 1, 17; John 8, 12; 14, 6. 
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and for all the scattered creatures 
of God who make up the Holy 
Church and the human family, 
which is also all His own. 

We would extend our most ur- 
gent invitation to prayer to priests, 
to consecrated souls, to young 
children, and to the suffering. Let 
us all together beg the Father of 
Light and of Grace to enlighten 
the minds and move the wills of 
those who hold the chief responsi- 
bility for the life or death of peo- 
ples. Let us pray for the peoples 
themselves that they may not allow 
themselves to be dazzled by ex- 
acerbated nationalism and destruc- 
tive rivalry, and that, as We so 
earnestly exhorted in Our encycli- 
cal “Mater et Magistra,” the rela- 
tionships in the life of human so- 
ciety may be reintegrated in truth, 
in justice and in love. Let us all 
pray that by means of the penetra- 
tion of the Christian spirit moral- 
ity may prevail: the vigorous 
strength of Christian families, the 
source of noble power and dignity 
and of blessed and joyful well- 
being. 

Ever and always let us pray for 
the peace of Christ here below, 
among all men of good will: ut 
cunctae familiae gentium, peccati 
vulnere disgregatae, suavissimo 
subdantur Christi imperio. !2 


An appeal to Mary 


And finally we turn to you, O 
Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of 
Jesus and our mother also. How 
can we, with trembling hearts, ap- 
ply ourselves to this greatest prob- 


2 “that all the families of the nations, rent asunder by the wound of sin, may be 


subjected to the most gentle rule of Christ.” 


tion.— Ed.) 


(No source was cited for this quota- 
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lem of life or death, which over- 
shadows all mankind, without con- 
fiding ourselves to your interces- 
sion to preserve us a periculis 
cunctis ? 18 

This is your hour, O Mary! 
Blessed Jesus entrusted us to you 
in the supreme moment of His 
bloody sacrifice. We are certain 
of your intervention. 

On September 8th the Church 
celebrated the anniversary of your 
most happy birth, saluting you as 
the beginning of the salvation of 


3 “from every evil.” 
““heginning of salvation and increase of peace. 
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the world and the heavenly prom- 
ise of an increase of peace. 

Yes, yes, for this we supplicate 
you, O our most sweet mother, O 
Queen of the World! Of victorious 
war or of a conquered people 
there is no need, but of a re- 
newed and more robust state of 
safety, of fruitful and serene peace. 
Of this there is need, and for this 
we cry out in a loud voice: salutis 
exordium et pacis incrementum. 
Amen. Amen. '* 


Amen. Amen.” 





























To an Archbishop Behind the 


lron Curtain 


A Letter of Pope John XXIII to Archbishop Joseph Beran of Prague on the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of his Ordination 


Tuus quinquagesimus 


ENERABLE brother, health 
and Apostolic Benediction. 

The fiftieth anniversary of 

your ordination to the priesthood is 
an occasion that would normally 
call for Our offering you heartiest 
congratulations and Our very best 
wishes for the future, and doing so 
with the greatest of joy. But, un- 
fortunately, the long confinement 
that has been imposed upon you 
and the sad banishment you have 
suffered for so long demands rath- 
er that We send you consolation in 
your sorrow and encouragement in 
your affliction. We take the words 
of consolation from the Gospel, 
venerable brother, and they apply 
so very well to you: “Blessed are 
they who suffer persecution for 


‘justice’ sake, for theirs is the king- 


dom of heaven. . . . Rejoice and 
exult, because your reward is great 
in heaven.” } 

How We would like to go to see 
you! It is a bitter cause of grief to 
Us not to be able to be present 


May 30, 1961 


along with your children to cele- 
brate the anniversary of your or- 
dination by going back over all you 
have done and pointing up the 
whole long, active course of your 
priesthood, during which the ex- 
ample of your virtue has been a 
shining light to your people. 


A tireless ministry 


We have been quite familiar with 
the devoted faith, the keen mind 
and the tireless efforts that you 
have, with the help of God, directed 
to enriching such a long period of 
time in the sacred ministry with 
the fruits and merits of pious 
works. First you were a religion 
teacher in a training school for 
teachers in the city of Prague; 
then you taught pastoral theology 
on a faculty for higher studies; 
afterwards, you became rector of 
the major seminary and devoted 
your talents and efforts to forming 
the minds and the characters of 
young men and to fulfilling the 
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high hope of the Church by train- 
ing legions of priests. Later on, 
while the war was raging, your 
deep sense of duty made you 
tireless in alleviating misery and 
strengthening the Christian forti- 
tude of those who were suffering 
affliction from adverse events; and 
you went through hard times your- 
self. 


A bitter reward 


When you were elevated by Our 
immediate predecessor, Pius XII of 
happy memory, to the archepisco- 
pal see of Prague, which glories in 
the famous name and the bountiful 
virtue of St. Adalbert, you moved 
quickly and forcefully to restore 
the things that had slipped and 
fallen and to repair the ruins left 
behind by the war. But even 
though you were doing so much 
that deserved the highest praise to 
help and improve the Church and 
civil society, those who would rath- 
er inflict injury than do justice 
removed you from your episcopal 
residence and banished you to some 
hidden place; and now you have 
languished there for ten years, 
longing in vain to return to the 
care of the flock you love so much. 

Alas, the harsh and bitter things 
that you are putting up with are a 
kind of climax and result of all the 
harsh things that your country 
finds itself in the midst of. 
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Persecution of the Church 


In Czechoslovakia and, alas, in 
other regions too, the wicked state 
of affairs inflicted upon the Church 
goes on: among other things, reli- 
gious congregations and Catholic 
confraternities are prohibited ; free 
schools are wiped out; publication 
of Catholic writings is forbidden; 
every kind of obstacle is put in the 
way of Christian training; strong- 
er efforts are being made to spread 
atheism systematically in many 
new forms, especially among the 
young; many bishops are hindered 
in carrying out their duties, or else 
thrown into chains or banished to 
secret hideaways; priests suffer the 
same kind of hardships, with many 
of them being cast into prison or 
sent into exile, and others being 
forced to work as laborers so that 
they cannot carry on their sacred 
ministry. 


Consolation 


In the midst of this very sad 
state of affairs, in the midst of this 
vicious plot that is being directed 
toward wiping the faith out of the 
souls of believers, We are very, 
very sorry that on the fiftieth an- 
niversary of your priesthood We 
cannot let you hear the sound of 
Our paternal voice nor address a 
message of fatherly consolation and 
of good wishes to you directly. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, July 6, 1961. Latin text. Translation prepared 
for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

Archbishop Beran has been under communist arrest since June of 1950. The 72- 
year-old prelate’s place of confinement has never been made public by the Czecho- 
slovak authorities. 




















To AN ARCHBISHOP 


Whatever the situation is, you 
should be sustained by the knowl- 
edge that you have done well; it is 
not any fault of yours but rather 
virtue that has laid you low; and 
the silence and inactivity in which 
you are buried, the injuries which 
you are suffering and the unde- 
served punishments inflicted upon 
you will not be empty and devoid 
of fruit. The grain of corn that 
languishes in the bosom of the 
earth will bring forth a new ear 
and later on it will ripen into a 
golden harvest. 


An appeal to heaven 


Since We may not come, together 
with your children, to bring you a 
garland of best wishes and of holy 
joy, We address Our humble pray- 
ers to the very blessed saints in 
heaven whom the noble and vener- 
able Christian region of Prague 
has produced, St. Ludmilla, St. 
Wenceslaus, St. Adalbert, St. Pro- 
copius, and St. John Nepomucene, 
and We call upon them to come in 


1 Matt. 5, 10 and 12. 
* 2 Cor. 1, 3. 
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a festive way to bring you joy and 
surround you with their congratu- 
lations. 

As for Us, Our every best wish 
goes to you and We will keep on 
begging God with constant prayers 
that He who is “Father of mercies 
and the God of all comfort” 2? may 
make you share in the protection 
of heavenly grace, give you new 
strength and preserve you for the 
enjoyment of peace and tranquility 
after the storms and struggles are 
over. 

As a harbinger of these heavenly 
blessings, and as evidence of Our 
fatherly feelings and as an encour- 
agement to reach even higher, with 
all Our heart We impart to you, 
venerable brother, and to the clergy 
and faithful of the Archdiocese of 
Prague and of all Czechoslovakia 
the Apostolic Blessing. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, on 
May 30th in the year 1961, the 
third of Our Pontificate. 

POPE JOHN XXIII 


L 
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A Consecration in the Eastern Rite 


An Address of Pope John XXill 
at the Consecration of Archbishop Acacio Coussa in the Greek Rite 


Il rito commovente 


ENERABLE BRETHREN, 

beloved sons. The moving 

rite that we have just com- 
pleted does not call for any lengthy 
explanation. But the eyes and heart 
that have followed it with so much 
joy and exultation cannot forego a 
few words to express Our keen 
pleasure before the Lord and in the 
presence of His Church. 

Through all the centuries since 
Pope Sixtus IV had the Sistine 
Chapel built and Michelangelo 
painted it, its sacred walls and ceil- 
ing may never before have wit- 
nessed an event as memorable as 
the one that has gathered truly out- 
standing representatives of the 
East and the West together here 
this morning. 


A coincidence 


And there is a wonderful coin- 
cidence here, too: for today the 
Eastern liturgy commemorates the 
loving deed of the pious women 
who carried the perfumes of sweet- 
ness and of grace to the tomb of the 
risen Jesus; while the Latin 
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Church turns to the Episcopus ani- 
marum nostrarum! who appears 
once again in the garb and with the 
voice of the “Good Shepherd.” 

Beloved sons! Please be kind 
enough to permit Us these few inti- 
mate words: on the rite itself; on 
the Assessor of the Sacred Congre- 
gation for the Oriental Church who 
has just been consecrated a bishop; 
and finally on the announcement of 
the coming Second Ecumenical 
Council of the Vatican, of which 
this event gives Us a foretaste. 


I. THE MOVING AND MAJESTIC 
EASTERN RITE 


This liturgy links us to St. John 
Chrysostom as our patron, for it is 
from him that it takes its name and 
inspiration. It is used in almost all 
of the Christian East, in various 
languages but with a structure and 
meaning that are the same. It 
takes in many of the Churches to 
whom the fatherhood of the Roman 
Pontiff extends; and several others 
besides in which joys and sorrows, 
certainty and hope appear by turns 
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in the trusting invocations of the 
litanies that are so sweet and pious. 

You might say that the great 
Bishop of Constantinople—one of 
the four outstanding Doctors of the 
universal Church who hold up the 
supreme Apostolic Chair in the 
Apse of the Vatican Basilica — is 
calling all the outstanding lumi- 
naries of the Eastern Church to- 
gether around his name, starting 
with St. Gregory Nazianzen, whose 
remains rest in the great temple ? 
beside his own. 


Joy and tenderness 


For those of you who can pene- 
trate the sweet and elegant tones 
of the language of Athens, was 
there not something very joyful 
about the stirring sentiments, so 
rich in meaning, that resounded so 
splendidly time and again in the 
prayers that accompanied this con- 
secration of a new successor of the 
Apostles? 

Indeed, what tenderness there is 
as the ceremony gets under way 
with these words acclaiming peace 
and invoking peace: In pace Domi- 
num deprecemur. Pro pace, quae 
sursum est, et pro salute animarum 
nostrarum Dominum deprecemur. 
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Pro pace totius mundi, pro stabili- 
tate Sanctarum Dei Ecclesiarum et 
pro omnium unitate Dominum de- 
precemur.§ 


II. THE NEw BISHOP 


For Gabriel Acacio Coussa per- 
sonally, the liturgical invocation 
could not have been more sweet- 
sounding and delicate. The “Divina 
gratia, quae semper infirma curat, 
et ea quae desunt adimplet,’’* pro- 
motes him, Deo amabilem presby- 
terum,® to Bishop of the city of 
Hierapolis in Syria. We pray for 
him, that the grace of the Most 
Holy Spirit may descend upon him. 

Oh, how happy We are to offer 
this salute to this beloved and ven- 
erable new bishop of holy Church, 
a true son of the East, in race, in 
education, in language; a religious 
of the Basilian Order of Aleppo of 
the Melkites; a diligent and valu- 
able fellow-worker in the Sacred 
Congregation for the Oriental 
Church. 


Three points of interest 


There are three points of lively 
interest and joyful hope about you 
that shine forth and call for special 
attention, beloved son. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 17-18, 1961. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This address was delivered at the close of ceremonies consecrating Father Acacio 
Coussa, a priest of the Melkite Rite, as titular Archbishop of Hierapolis. 

By express command of Pope John, the entire ceremony was conducted according 
to the Byzantine Rite. The Holy Father, wearing Greek vestments, was active in all 
parts of the ceremony, which took place in the famed Sistine Chapel. 

It is believed to be the first time in history a pope consecrated an archbishop in 
the Byzantine Rite and a special liturgy had to be composed for the Pope’s role as 


consecrating bishop. 














CONSECRATION IN EASTERN RITE 


Representative of the East .. . 


First there is the East that you 
so truly represent, with the vari- 
ety of its peoples, each of which has 
its far-off origins and each of 
which expresses immeasur- 
able riches of thought, of tradi- 
tions, of outstanding accomplish- 
ments, and of glory that resound 
through the Old and the New Testa- 
ment. 


A Basilian ... 


Then there is your monastic 
order —that of the Basilians — 
with three centuries of history of 
its own—but with an inspiration 
and aims that are rooted in the 
loftiest and most ancient experi- 
ences of the monasteries of all 
times. 


Assessor of a Congregation 


Finally, there is the Roman 
Congregation in which you fill the 
office of assessor with so much in- 
telligence and good will, expressing 
the lively maternal interest and 
care that the universal Church has 
for that very select portion of its 
hierarchy, clergy and people, var- 
ied and picturesque in rites and in 
languages, and most worthy of 
respect and honor. 


To see again 


All of you, venerable brethren 
and beloved sons, can easily imag- 


? Bishop of our souls. 
* St. Peter’s Basilica. 
® We pray to the Lord in peace. 
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ine how moved We were at impos- 
ing hands on this divinely chosen 
man in this same Sistine Chapel 
that saw the Lord’s plans for Our 
own humble existence carried to 
their completion. Our tired eyes 
had begun to espy the colors of the 
sunset, when suddenly We heard 
Ourselves called by heavenly Provi- 
dence to see again, on a much 
vaster scale, the horizons of the 
kingdom of Christ, Salvator mun- 
di® and Shepherd of the universal 
Church ; and now to see once again, 
today, under a light of a new and 
singular tone, those same regions 
of the East that were for twenty 
years the object of Our very modest 
yet heart-felt interest and care, in 
the direct service of the Apostolic 
See in the various nations ab ortu 
solis?: in the Balkans, Bulgaria, 
then Istanbul and Turkey, Greece 
and the Islands, and besides— al- 
though only to a slight extent—the 
countries strung along the shores 
of the Mediterranean where Chris- 
tianity first spread so swiftly and 
so gloriously, with their variety of 
rites and their different histories. 


A consoling ceremony 


Today’s ceremony was some- 
thing that God had saved for the 
consolation of the small and lowly 
Servant of the Servants of the 
Lord and now that it is over, isn’t 
it only right for many souls to join 


We pray to the Lord for the peace which comes 


from above and for the salvation of our souls. We pray to the Lord for the peace 
of the whole world, for the stability of the Holy Churches of God and for the unity 


of all. 


‘Divine grace, which always cures infirmities and makes up for what is lacking. 


° A priest whom God loves. 
® Savior of the world. 
7 From the rising of the sun. 
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with him in spirit as he offers 
thanks and gives a blessing and 
takes courage to move ahead along 
the road laid out by his responsi- 
bilities and by the divine command- 
ment usque in finem? § 


III. THE COUNCIL 


This date of April 16th—the 
Sunday of the Good Shepherd and 
of the Holy Women offering spices 
and perfumes to the Risen Jesus— 
recalls the Byzantine-Slav liturgy 
that was celebrated in the Vatican 
Basilica on Sunday, November 
13th, last year as a first sign of the 
East’s participation with the West 
in preparing the whole world for 
the Second Ecumenical Council of 
the Vatican.® 


Preparation for the council 


In the good furrow that has been 
opened, the labor is fervent. The 
preparation is careful, calm, but 
definite and optimistic. Petrus 
omium Pater. Since the bark of 
Peter first landed on these shores 
at the beginning of the history of 
the Church, the vitality and vigor 
and intensity of its spiritual life 
and of its new movements have 
continued to take their origin and 
growth from here. The memory of 
St. Paul and of his voyage toward 
this central spot in the history and 
the life of the world has been stir- 
red up anew by the centenary cele- 
brations now going on and this has 
added a new dignity and zeal to the 
work of all those who have a deep 
longing and determination to 
throw their energies into the ef- 


®* To the very end. 
* For Pope John’s address on this occasion, see TPS, v. 7, no. 1, 64-9. 


*” Peter, the father of all. 
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forts Holy Church is exerting to 
make the Council a success, for the 
welfare and benefit of all Christian 
people. 

We feel free to say it. The conse- 
cration of the new titular Bishop of 
Hierapolis of Syria is a brilliant re- 
minder and inspiration for every- 
one. 


A widespread effort 


Meanwhile, as We await the cele- 
bration of the Council, everyone is 
moving into his proper post: the 
Pope and the bishops; the secular 
and regular clergy; the faithful all 
over the earth. This all indicates 
that the renewed search for in- 
terior perfection in individual souls 
and in institutions has begun to 
take shape; it is a sign that there 
will be lively, personal participa- 
tion in the great event: and it 
is a pledge of a great blessing for 
everyone. 

The sons of the East, living in 
the ancient countries of their ori- 
gin, or scattered through the vari- 
ous corners of the globe, but still 
united to each other in flourishing 
communities—whose fervent apos- 
tolate We are acquainted with—are 
called upon to give proof of their 
catholic faith, of their all-conquer- 
ing courage, of their ardent devo- 
tion. And may this be true for 
everyone, venerable brethren, and 
beloved sons; always, for everyone, 
in all things. 

A final blessing 
The final words of the consecrat- 


ing prelate at the end of the rite 
we have just completed are these: 
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“May the blessing of the Lord 
and His mercy come upon you, 
through His grace and through His 
love for men at all times, now and 
forever, world without end.” 

The new bishop, Gabriel Acacio 
Coussa, titular Bishop of Hiera- 
polis, Assessor of the Sacred Con- 
gregation for the Oriental Church, 


replied to Our Blessing with words 
that We would like to repeat with 
him: 
Adg&a oot Xpuoté 6 Oedc, 
4 édnic tay, d6fa cot 
Gloria tibi, Christe, Deus, spes 
nostra: gloria tibi. 
Glory be to Thee, O Christ, God, 
our hope: glory be to Thee. 


Z 











The Apostolate to Children 


An Address of Pope John XXIill to the Children’s Association 
of Catholic Action 


Il secondo Congresso 


ELOVED SONS and daugh- 
ters! The second study con- 
gress sponsored by the Chil- 

dren’s Association of Catholic Ac- 
tion is something that well de- 
served Our very special attention. 
And We have given it that from the 
time of the very first announce- 
ment that it was to take place; now 
We would like to tell you that the 
program for your meetings has 
brought Us great consolation. 


A stirring topic 


You could not have made a bet- 
ter choice of a subject than you did 
both for the talks that were given 
and for the fruitful discussions 
that followed them; this in itself 
is an indication of just how impor- 
tant your convention is, in much 
the same way that the opening 
bars of a symphony give the first 
inkling of its great, majestic 
sweep. For a musical composition 
is the very thing We are reminded 
of by the subject you have chosen, 
“The child and his future”; it is a 
kind of music that is full of en- 
chantment and feeling. 


July 14, 1961 


What excitement is stirred up by 
the mystery of a soul that is just 
becoming aware of itself and of 
its future, and that is turning with 
trust and confidence to face a fu- 
ture filled with hope and promise! 
What trepidation is stirred up as 
a young life starts out on its way 
along a road where so much is still 
hidden and unknown, but where 
the gentle help and support of the 
Heavenly Father is_ proffered! 
What anxiety comes with the 
thought that the choice of a road 
means laying foundations that will 
be decisive for the earthly success 
and happiness of a human being, 
and often for his eternal success 
and happiness as well! 

The fact that you have given 
careful attention to the many sides 
of this basic problem is an indica- 
tion of your delicate sense of feel- 
ing and of your serious and clearly 
defined aims. 


A secret of fruitful lives 

The Association for Catholic 
Children is giving expression to 
the apostolic anxiety of the Church 
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and following its directives with a 
docility that deserves great praise, 
when it takes youngsters of many 
families at a tender age and forms 
them in the habits of the life of 
grace and in the basic require- 
ments of the apostolate; it is wise 
enough to realize that this work 
of orientation is the most vital part 
of its activity. Here you have the 
secret of the fruitfulness of so 
many lives that are already facing 
up to the responsibilities of tomor- 
row without being aware of it; and 
the proper functioning and order 
of the whole of society depends on 
this as well. 

As Our predecessor Pius XII of 
venerated memory observed so 
well, “children are the future: a 
future that can be threatening or 
full of promise. When a child goes 
along the street without a thought 
in his head, carrying within him, 
without realizing it, the seeds of 
all the virtues and all the vices, 
many passersby ask themselves: 
Quis, putas, puer iste erit? (Luke 
1, 66) : What will ever become of 
this child? You have anxiously 
asked yourselves the same ques- 
tion: What will his future hold for 
him, for society, for the Church?” ! 


The problem of vocation 


And so the problem of vocation 
—that is, the problem of how each 
person is to correspond to God’s 
plans in such a way as to give as 
much as he possibly can to the life 
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of the Church and of society—must 
always be kept in mind in educat- 
ing children, commencing with the 
family itself. And it is also to be 
hoped that schools will be more ef- 
fective in directing children and 
young people in their choice of a 
state in life; this can come about 
through careful study and loving 
appreciation of the qualities and 
attitudes of each individual—some- 
thing that the expert eye of a good 
teacher or conscientious high- 
school instructor can easily do in 
the daily contacts provided by life 
in school. Much has been done and 
much is now being done in this 
direction, and We are grateful to 
many chosen souls for the valuable 
help they are giving to families 
and to the Church in this regard. 


Teaching youngsters 
the meaning of life 


Beloved sons and daughters! 
Please carry on with your mission 
tirelessly and especially try to in- 
still in youngsters from their earli- 
est years—this is an area in which 
your apostolate can be particularly 
effective—a deep conviction that 
life is not just a lark, not just some 
kind of aimless wandering, not a 
search for some passing success 
and even less for easy money; in- 
stead, it means daily dedication of 
oneself; it means serving one’s 
neighbor; it means a spirit of sac- 
rifice applied to the hard work of 
a conquest that is always going on. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, July 16, 1961. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The audience for this talk consisted of delegates to the Second National Congress 
of the Children’s Association of Catholic Action. 
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This is the right way: and not the 
one that is sometimes suggested 
and urged by a mentality that de- 
forms consciences and offers them 
a distorted view of reality. 

You must also teach them that a 
person will enjoy true joy and 
peace of mind only if he lives up 
to his obligations generously and 
develops to their fullest the talents 
that God has hidden away in the 
mind and heart of each and every 
individual: you must make them 
realize that looking upon life as a 
vocation and living it in the light 
of that awareness is the one thing 
that will bring them the greatest 
satisfaction as well as being the 
secret of interior peace and of edi- 
fication of neighbor. 

In this area, there will always 
be a great deal to do, for every soul 
has its own problems. And so be 
brave, beloved sons and daughters, 
and move forward in the name of 
the Lord! 


Vocations to the religious life 


When We speak of vocation, it 
is only natural for your thoughts to 
go to that lofty, noble mission to 
which the Lord calls individuals 
through a special movement of His 
grace: to what is regarded as the 
vocation even in the ordinary lan- 
guage of the Christian people; We 
mean the call to the priestly, re- 
ligious and missionary state. 

St. Paul would say of this: gran- 
dis sermo et ininterpretabilis ad 
dicendum.2, There are so many 
things that We would like to say; 
We would like to open Our soul to 
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you and let you know what a feel- 
ing of joy surges up in it at the 
happy memories of the first tender 
hint of the divine call, of how it 
developed and ripened in the com- 
pany of the members of Our fam- 
ily, Our parish, and Our seminary, 
who nourished the flame and took 
Us by the hand right up to the 
altar; We might even go a step 
farther: right up to here, to Our 
service as father of all mankind. 

You have devoted a number of 
hours of your congress to this 
problem in order to underline its 
importance and urgency. On a 
number of occasions, We have been 
careful to point out to the faithful 
at general audiences and to more 
specialized groups the grandeur of 
a vocation to the priesthood and 
the importance of cultivating it 
and nourishing it; in doing this, 
We were acting as spokesman for 
the hopes and expectations of the 
Church which are an echo of the 
touching call of the Divine Savior: 
“The harvest indeed is great, but 
the laborers are few. Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he send forth laborers into his 
harvest.” * As We to.d those tak- 
ing part in the first Congress for 
Vocations to the Priesthood: 

“A priest does not appear just 
by accident; a vocation does not 
develop by itself. And so we must 
work. All together and with good 
will. . . . The work of harvesting 
the crop is not a complicated one. 
It is simple and all it demands is 
a heart that is open and ready, 
some insight and discretion, sin- 


To Italian Catholic Teachers, November 4, 1945. Cf. Discorsi e Radiomessaggi, 
VII, 268. 
On this point we have much to say and it is difficult to explain it. 
® Matt. 9, 87-88. 


(Heb. 5, 11) 
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cere zeal and love of God. All you 
have to do is follow the furrow, 
which is like a trail left behind by 
divine Providence: discover a 
sign, respect a secret, give warmth 
to an idea, seize the right moment 
to direct, counsel, guide, with a 
hand that is light and yet firm in 
moments of crisis and of tempta- 
tion.” 4 


A wish and a blessing 


Beloved sons and daughters! 

Your interest and attention and 
your determination to look for vo- 
cations to the priesthood in the 
ranks of Our dear Catholic chil- 
dren and to care for them and fol- 
low up on them tells Us that these 
words of Ours have found their 
way to ardent and willing hearts. 


‘April 21, 1961. 


Cf. AAS 58 (1961) 
no. 2, 149 
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May the Lord of all consolation 
reward you, as He alone can and 
knows how to do, and may He sus- 
tain you in your good work and 
brighten it with rich fruits and 
especially with merits that will be 
precious for eternal life. 

As a pledge of the heavenly 
favors We have called down and as 
a very special confirmation of Our 
fatherly love and best wishes, Our 
prayer will go with you and so will 
the strength and comfort of the 
Apostolic Benediction that We ex- 
tend to the whole Women’s Union 
of Italian Catholic Action and to 
the long lines of Catholic children 
who are the objects of your solici- 
tude and for whom all of us here 
have such tender feelings. 


312. English translation in TPS, v. 7, 








The Art and Science of Plastic Surgery 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to Members of the 
Italian Association of Plastic Surgeons 


Di vivo gradimento 


ARTICIPANTS in the Con- 

gress on Plastic Surgery, your 

visit affords Us great pleasure. 
You have come to the Eternal City 
for two reasons: first, to delve 
more deeply, through study, into 
the many different aspects of this 
new branch of medical science; 
secondly, to lay emphasis by your 
presence upon the inauguration of 
the facilities for this special sur- 
gery which have been installed at 
St. Eugene Hospital through the 
initiative of the United Hospitals 
of Rome. 

The fact that the administrators 
of a public hospital such as this 
renowned and well-deserving Ro- 
man institution promoted the es- 
tablishment of a division of plastic 
surgery, which up to now has been 
practiced in one clinic or another, 
is eloquent proof of the serious and 
important development attained by 
that branch of surgery. 


Progress of plastic surgery 


Plastic surgery, also called es- 
thetic or reconstructive surgery, 
was practiced in ancient times in 


October 4, 1958 


rudimentary ways and with rudi- 
mentary means, but has made great 
progress in the present century. 
Only in the last thirty years has it 
become separated from general 
surgery. 

This kind of autonomy was a 
product of the general progress of 
the medical sciences. It was also 
the result of the growing number 
of cases requiring the attention of 
a reconstructive surgeon. This in- 
crease in disfiguring injuries was 
brought about by two world wars 
and by accidents that occurred in 
the use of machinery in industry 
and transportation. 

A principal cause of the devel- 
opment of this special surgery is 
the greater concern of modern man 
for the esthetic aspects of his body, 
particularly of the face, where 
disfiguring afflictions are difficult 
to bear. 

Plastic surgery as a branch of 
general surgery—based on scien- 
tific grounds, profiting by the 
achievements of modern surgery, 
and perfecting its own methods— 
is the subject of university courses 
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and has given rise to abundant 
literature. It has also gained a 
respected place in public opinion, 
particularly because of its excel- 
lent results, such as, for example— 
to mention only a few—those in 
surgery upon the lips and nose. 

Among many people there are 
still reservations to be overcome. 
Some spring from the ignorance of 
those who, not knowing the real 
progress of plastic surgery, dis- 
claim any reconstructive ability on 
its part; others result from exces- 
sive demands that all restoration 
of organs and surfaces injured or 
destroyed be done without leaving 
any trace whatsoever of surgery. 

Such prejudices do not prevent 
plastic surgery from being defined 
as a science and an art established 
for the benefit of humanity, and, 
with regard to the surgeon per- 
sonally, as a profession in which 
important ethical and psychological 
values are involved. 


Plastic surgery—whose aim is 
to restore, sometimes functionally 
and at other times simply esthet- 
ically, the normal external mor- 
phology of the parts of the human 
body that are affected by congenital 
or acquired afflictions—derives its 
knowledge from medical science 
and cooperates with it. 

Rejecting mere empiricism, plas- 
tic surgery requires knowledge 
of the general principles of medi- 
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cine, particularly of surgery and 
its techniques. Part of the field 
particularly proper to a reconstruc- 
tive surgeon is the anatomy of ex- 
ternal organs, the structure of tis- 
sues, blood circulation, anesthesia, 
and asepsis. 


Transplantation 


However, the chief technique of 
plastic surgery involves grafts 
or transplanting. In some cases 
healthy parts are taken from the 
patient himself and fitted into the 
parts to be corrected. In other 
cases parts are taken from other 
organisms, sometimes not even hu- 
man, and therefore called homo- 
grafts or heterografts. 

In certain cases, the surgeon may 
have recourse to free transplanta- 
tion, that is, the grafting of skin 
sections taken entirely from the 
closest areas structurally related 
to the defective ones. At other 
times he may have recourse to a 
pedicular transplantation, in which 
sections of skin from the donating 
area are not transferred directly 
or entirely, but are transferred in 
successive stages of transplanta- 
tion: for example, from the abdo- 
men to the wrist, and from there 
to the cheek to be repaired. 

In transferring the sections, a 
suitable choice of method is made: 
the Celso method of rotation may 
be used, or the Indian method of 
torsion, or the Italian method, 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, October 6-7, 1958. Italian text. Translation 
by TPS staff, based on one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 
This address to a group of Italian plastic surgeons was one of the last public 


messages of Pope Pius XiIl. 
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practiced in the fifteenth century 
in southern Italy and Sicily and 
recently perfected, in which a sec- 
tion removed laterally is trans- 
formed into a tubular section by 
stitching the two longitudinal mar- 
gins. Among other advantages, 
such a method assures the maxi- 
mum vitality of the section and 
minimum danger of infection or 
necrosis during the phases of 
transfer and graft. 

Even more complex and delicate 
is the operation in cases where it 
is necessary to give to the section 
a “lining,” or to give to it a bony 
or cartilaginous basis, as is often 
required in the reconstruction of 
the nasal septum or the skull. 

Particular attention and accu- 
rate knowledge of possible reac- 
tions are employed in preparing 
the receptive seat of the transplant 
to make sure of perfect hemosta- 
sis, in executing the proper in- 
cisions and sutures, and in super- 
intending the course of healing un- 
til the shifted border takes hold in 
its new position as though it were 
born there, or, in cases of homo- 
grafts and heterografts, so that it 
may remain there, alive and 
healthy, until the process of ab- 
sorption by neighboring tissues has 
been accomplished. 


Guiding medical principles 


The principles and rules of med- 
ical science most pertinent to this 
specialty must therefore aid the 
surgeon, when he first examines 
the patient, to determine whether 
and to what extent he may stand 
the physical and _ psychological 
shock of the operation, whether he 
can live through the danger of 
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more serious complications to the 
entire organism or other parts of 
the body, and what results may be 
foreseen and hoped for. 

He will be guided by the same 
principles in making incisions, in 
the biological evaluation of sec- 
tions, in the use of anesthetics, in 
the choice of the proper time to 
carry out the different phases of 
the graft. 

The surgeon will seek counsel 
from his own learning and from 
that of others when there are com- 
plications, which sometimes occur 
even though all precautions have 
been taken. 

From these brief remarks it is 
easy to infer how modern plas- 
tic surgery outdistances the gen- 
eric treatment and reconstructive 
work performed a long time ago 
by general surgery. It goes beyond 
the limits imagined by those who 
still believe that its work consists 
merely in replacing skin and 
smoothing out wrinkles, thereby 
confusing it with the cosmetic 
treatment of the skin. 


I 


Plastic surgery, however, though 
a limited area in the vast and ad- 
mirable field of general surgery, 
has the peculiarity of being, so to 
speak, an art, not only in the gen- 
eric sense of a work performed ac- 
cording to determined norms, but 
also because of the “artistic sense” 
which is required and manifested 
by anyone who applies himself to 
ever changing problems, aiming at 
solutions that are esthetic as well 
as ingenious. 

Due to the almost indefinite poly- 
morphism of afflictions, no two per- 
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fectly identical cases ever present 
themselves. Rather, each requires 
its own treatment, always delicate 
and patient, sometimes partaking 
of genius. 


A concrete example 
of plastic surgery 


To mention a concrete example 
among the many described in the 
treatises kindly sent to Us, there 
is the well known case of a young 
girl whose face was frightfully dis- 
figured by a scar, which involved 
the lips and cheek, and hindered 
the free movement of the lower 
jaw. 

The plastic surgeon tackles the 
difficult problem by establishing an 
operative plan which involves re- 
moval and reconstruction. 

His able fingers, with the aid of 
his instruments, mold the auto- 
graft in such a way that the area 
restored may have as normal a 
morphology as possible, and stitches 
are arranged in such a way that 
the healing does not involve pulling 
of any sort, and will be as attrac- 
tive as possible. 

Good results, which restore dig- 
nity to a young face, are enough in 
themselves to repay the surgeon 
for his toil and the patient for his 
sufferings. They can also awaken 
admiration for the art that made 
this possible. 

At other times, the thoughtful 
gaze of the surgeon falls upon the 
‘dismal spectacle of the body of a 
child tortured by third degree 
burns over thirty-five per cent of 
the surface of his body. 

Everything must be made anew, 
the surgeon says to himself. He 
has already planned his treatment: 
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it will consist of transplanting, in 
alternate strips, the autografts and 
the homografts, skillfully obtained 
from the derma of the healthy 
areas of the patient or from an- 
other person. The work has scarce- 
ly begun; painstaking, cautious 
treatments must go on for a long 
time before satisfactory results are 
obtained. 

When, in other unfortunates, 
lupus has destroyed the third in- 
ferior of the nasal pyramid, it is 
necessary to transfer to it a frontal 
section shaped like a small scythe; 
if the orbital cavity is unsuitable 
to house a prosthesis, the best way 
to rebuild it with neighboring bone 
plates must be devised. 


Art and ingenuity 


The art and ingenuity of the 
plastic surgeon manifests itself in 
a thousand ways: in building out- 
right an earflap for a patient lack- 
ing it because of agenesia or trau- 
ma; in restoring the prehension of 
the hand to those who have lost 
this function because of the muti- 
lation of the thumb; in re-estab- 
lishing the laryngo-tracheal pas- 
sage; in remedying traumatic 
avulsion of the scalp;or simply in 
correcting, for special reasons, the 
external lines of the nose and of 
other parts of the body. In the lat- 
ter cases the surgeon, in addition 
to the resources of science, em- 
ploys more truly artistic resources 
in conformity with the dictates of 
the esthetics of the human body. 

If, in view of the example of 
brilliant results already obtained, 
we stop to consider that plastic 
surgery has had its scientific start 
only in recent decades, it is proper 
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to expect that even more wonder- 
ful results will be attained in the 
future by means of persistent 
study and an increasingly perfect- 
ed technique on the part of eminent 
practitioners whose interest is 
stimulated by an elevated sense of 
humaneness and often by religion. 

There is an analogy, though 
faint and far removed, between the 
work of the plastic surgeon and the 
divine work of the Creator who 
fashioned out of clay the first hu- 
man body and breathed life into it. 
Again, there is the relief which 
comes to such a large number of 
sufferers. Lastly, the indefinite va- 
riety of treatments helps heighten 
interest in this branch of surgery. 


Ill 


The plastic surgeon, however, 
like any other physician, is not 
simply a scientist and technician, 
not a prisoner of his profession to 
such an extent that his uprightness 
is measured solely by his fidelity to 
the precepts of his science and art. 
No single good or value of man or 
of the world is so self-contained 
that it does not have some relation 
to all the others. 

True relationships and responsi- 
bilities bind the surgeon: as a man, 
to God and to His laws; as a mem- 
ber of his profession, to society, to 
whose members he devotes his 
work. 

Consequently, in his decisions 
and actions he must be guided by 
his conscience as a man and as a 
professional person, even before 
his healing hand is placed on the 
body to make the changes indicated 
by science and technique. 
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The many factors involved in 
surgical intervention must there- 
fore be considered in light of the 
Christian and professional con- 
science, so that the work of the 
plastic surgeon may be perfect 
from every point of view. 

Among the factors more closely 
connected with this profession are 
important ones of a moral and 
psychological character, of which 
We shall speak briefly. 


Beauty and plastic surgery 


The very recent development of 
plastic surgery, and, more precise- 
ly, of esthetic surgery, has for a 
long time stimulated the interest of 
the Christian conscience in the 
licitness of its employment, par- 
ticularly when aimed not so much 
at functional restoration as at ob- 
taining a positive beautification of 
a person—for example, by modifi- 
cation of the facial features, or 
simply by removal of wrinkles re- 
sulting from the natural wear of 
the years. 

The physical beauty of man, 
shown chiefly in the face, is in it- 
self a good, though subordinate to 
other, higher goods, and is conse- 
quently valuable and desirable. It 
is, in fact, an imprint of the beauty 
of the Creator, a perfection of the 
human composite, a normal symp- 
tom of physical soundness. 

Like a silent language of the soul 
that can be understood by every- 
one, beauty is ordained to express 
externally the interior values of the 
spirit. As the Angelic Doctor 


teaches, the proximate end of the 
body is the rational soul. There- 
fore, the body may be said to be 
perfect to the degree in which it 
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possesses all the requisites which 
make it the fit instrument of the 
soul and of its operations.’ 

Leaving aside for now any in- 
quiry into the psychological proc- 
ess involved, which reveals beauty 
that is outside oneself by means of 
the testimony of pleasure given by 
the eyes—according to the well- 
known definition “pulchra enim di- 
cuntur quae visa placent” ?—there 
is no doubt that in external reality 
there exist elements that awaken 
sensations pleasing to the eye; these 
are far from being completely and 
at all times reduceable to the 
sphere of instinct that oversees the 
preservation of the species, as a 
certain psychoanalytical school 
claims. 


Three elements of the beautiful 


By applying to our subject the 
classic analysis of the three ele- 
ments that constitute the beauti- 
ful,? physical beauty in the body 
and the human face requires per- 
fection of the individual members 
or parts, a harmony among them, 
and above all sincerity in the ex- 
pression of the inner merits of the 
spirit, a function which is more 
proper to the face. 

Regarding the first two elements, 
rules have existed from remote 
times, well known to artists and to 
you as practitioners of plastic sur- 
gery, such as, for example, the one 
that divides the profile of the face, 
’ from the superciliary arch to the 
chin, into six equal parts, or the 
other that bases the perfection of 


1Cf. Summa Theologica, I, q. 91, a 
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the nasal line in its straightness. 

Nevertheless these and similar 
rules do not claim to establish a 
unique pattern for beauty, much 
less one for all the descendants of 
man, but only to set limits beyond 
= lie imperfection and deform- 
ity. 

However, while perfection and 
harmony in the parts of the body 
are easily recognizable and are al- 
most measurable, sincerity of ex- 
pression is caught only by the in- 
tuition of the beholder. Neverthe- 
less, it is the most decisive element 
in imprinting on a face the quality 
of beauty and allows an almost in- 
finite variety of types. 


Physical beauty and 
Christian morals 


There is no doubt that Christian- 
ity and its ethics have never con- 
demned as illicit in itself the ap- 
preciation and due care of physical 
beauty. 

On the contrary, the rules that 
prohibit self-mutilation, that as- 
sign to God alone full dominion 
over the body, and that require the 
due care of physical health, also 
implicitly include regard for what 
is a perfection of the body. 

Is it necessary to point out how 
concern for the sensible and the 
esthetic characterizes the Church’s 
externals and her art? 

Nevertheless, Christian moral- 
ity, which looks toward man’s ulti- 
mate end and encompasses and 
regulates the totality of human 
values, cannot but assign to physi- 


=} 
* For those things are ‘allied beautiful which please when seen. [bid., I, q. 5, a. 4 


ad 1 
* Tbid., I, q. 89, a. 8, in c. 
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cal beauty the place which belongs 
to it—and that is certainly not at 
the top of the scale of values, since 
it is neither a spiritual nor an es- 
sential good. 

Respect for such a hierarchy ex- 
plains the occasional mistrust or, 
at times, disdain for physical 
beauty that is sometimes encoun- 
tered in the literature of morality 
and asceticism, and in biographies 
of the saints. 

When the modern development 
of esthetic surgery requires the 
opinion of Christian morality, it 
does nothing more than ask where 
in the scale of values physical 
beauty should be placed. 

Christian morality replies that 
it is a good, though corporal, in- 
tended for all mankind and that, 
like all other goods of the same 
kind, is susceptible to abuse. 

As a good and a gift of God, 
beauty is to be esteemed and cared 
for, without, however, exacting as 
a duty recourse to extraordinary 
means. 


Morality in concrete cases 


Let us suppose, for example, an 
individual who seeks by esthetic 
surgery to perfect his features, 
which already conform to the nor- 
mal laws of esthetics. Let us sup- 
pose, too, that he has no improper 
intentions, that there is no risk to 
his health and that there is no other 
element involved contrary to vir- 
tue. He simply aspires—since a 
reason must necessarily be pres- 
ent—to esthetic perfection and the 
pleasure of possessing it. What 
shall be the judgment of Christian 
morality? 

Such a desire or action, present- 
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ed as a hypothesis, is in itself 
neither morally good nor bad; only 
the circumstances, from which in 
the concrete no act whatsoever can 
escape, will give it the moral value 
of good or bad, licit or illicit. 

From this it follows that the 
morality of the actions that are in- 
volved in esthetic surgery depends 
on the concrete circumstances of 
individual cases. 


Moral evaluation 
of concrete circumstances 


In the moral evaluation of these 
circumstances, the principal condi- 
tions most pertinent to the matter 
and most determinative in the vast 
study of cases presented by esthetic 
surgery, are the following: that 
the intention be right, that the gen- 
eral health of the subject be pro- 
tected from conspicuous risks, and 
that motives be reasonable and 
proportionate to the “extraordi- 
nary means” to which recourse is 
taken. 

Obvious, for example, is the illi- 
citness of an operation sought with 
the intention of increasing one’s 
own power of seduction and thus of 
inducing others more easily into 
sin; or one solely to wrest a guilty 
person from justice; or an opera- 
tion damaging to the regular func- 
tions of the physical organs; or 
one desired only through mere van- 
ity or the whims of fashion. 

On the other hand, there are 
many reasons why an operation 
might be legitimate and even, at 
times, advisable. 

Some disfigurements, or even 
mere imperfections, can be causes 
of psychic disturbances in a pa- 
tient, or else can become an ob- 
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stacle in social and family rela- 
tions, or an impediment—partic- 
ularly in people devoted to public 
life or art—to the development of 
their careers. 

On the other hand, where repair 
might not be possible, Christian 
wisdom is to a degree capable, in 
its inexhaustible abundance, of 
suggesting the motives and inspir- 
ing the strength that allow one to 
tolerate serenely physical defects, 
permitted by the mysterious divine 
plan. 

Having thus considered physical 
beauty in a Christian light and 
having heeded the moral conditions 
indicated, esthetic surgery, when 
restoring perfection to man, the 
greatest work of visible creation, 
does not oppose God’s will, but ap- 
pears to concur with it and to give 
clear testimony to His wisdom and 
goodness. 


Psychological considerations 


Equally important, and in a 
sense more immediately connected 
with the practice of plastic sur- 
gery, are psychological considera- 
tions. 

Plastic surgery often faces prob- 
lems that do not depend solely on 
faultless technique and the virtu- 
osity of a surgeon who knows how 
to correct the physical defects of a 
person and restore him to his nor- 
mal state and form. In performing 
this office, the hand of the sur- 
geon already seems to repeat, in 
some way, the action of God’s 
hand, which forms man. 

There are circumstances, how- 
ever, in which the plastic surgeon 
touches upon loftier conditions, of 


* Beware those who are marked. - 
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a spiritual nature. He needs to 
have complete knowledge of these 
and, consequently, adequate prepa- 
ration for becoming almost a col- 
laborator with God. 


Psychological repercussions 
from physical defects 


Indeed, We have been told that 
certain phenomena, which can at 
times be very serious, “spring from 
the patient’s awareness of his 
physical defects.” 

The plastic surgeon meets condi- 
tions of this kind, characterized by 
psychological repercussions, per- 
haps more frequently than do prac- 
titioners in other branches of 
surgery. 

When the people of old, with a 
mentality proper to non-Christian 
civilizations, would repeat the prov- 
erb cave a signatis,* they indicated 
on an empirical basis the reality of 
certain phenomena which modern 
experimental psychology has taken 
under careful examination. Re- 
search is being done on the causes 
of such phenomena and on the pos- 
sibilities for effective therapy. 

These are phenomena, mostly 
unnoticed in their genesis, though 
no less real and harmful, which 
come from a feeling of physical or 
esthetic inferiority to those of the 
same age group or to other peers. 
This feeling, in addition to making 
sad the life of those who lack moral 
strength to overcome it, tends to 
become rooted and grow into com- 
plexes which can cause profound 
anomalies of character and be- 
havior, to the point of psychosis 
and sometimes, God forbid, to 
crime and suicide. 
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Although the duty to help these 
patients may belong to many— 
priests, psychiatrists, friends — 
when the cause is a physical de- 
fect which plastic surgery can re- 
move to some degree, no one can 
deny that a surgical operation is 
not only esthetically and medically 
advisable, but is also indicated for 
spiritual reasons. These reasons 
are suggested by the charity of 
Christ that branches out into every 
channel of human life and, by the 
example of the divine Master, al- 
leviates every sorrow, even those 
hidden, ignored, or disguised. 

These particular aspects of plas- 
tic surgery clearly require a pro- 
found consciousness of one’s own 
capacities and responsibilities, as 
well as a practiced skill beyond 
strictly technical competence in 
your art, if one is to take upon 
oneself motives and methods of be- 
havior that are related to other 
fields of study. 


Body and soul 


Moreover, in these times when 
specialized skill is more and more 
required in every field and is a 
condition of scientific and technical 
results in modern civilization, the 
effort to achieve a broader culture 
by recourse to other disciplines or 
specialties which treat of man— 
such as psychology and religion— 
is highly opportune and meritor- 
ious. 

Modern psychology® often dwells 
on the study of the mutual rela- 
tions of soul and body, noting how 
defective functioning of the soul 
can bring considerable damage to 
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the body, and how physical afflic- 
tion can cause disquietude of the 
soul. It is said, furthermore, that 
rarely is there a case of bodily ill- 
ness—even when not brought on 
by psychic causes—that does not 
produce psychological complica- 
tions of various kinds which, in 
turn, have a bearing upon the or- 
ganic disease. 

These and similar statements by 
contemporary writers are relevant 
to the physician’s action in every 
field in which he is able to bring 
health to the body and, indirectly, 
to the soul. They must be duly con- 
sidered in the individual cases. 

It is necessary, for example, to 
know how to distinguish between 
constitutional psychopaths, more 
seriously subject to complications 
of the subconscious, and patients 
showing psychic phenomena of an 
essentially reactive nature and 
above all, linked to the congenital 
or acquired physical impairments 
which plastic surgery is meant to 
remove. 

In other words, there are a num- 
ber of different conditions which 
the physician must carefully inves- 
tigate through his study of the case 
history and through his objective 
research, and which he must take 
into account in his methods of 
treatment, if he is to influence not 
only the body, but also the con- 
scious or unconscious psychic state 
of the patient, as it affects his feel- 
ings, his exterior circumstances, 
and his future. 

* *« * 

From these remarks it is easy to 

deduce how important, delicate, 


* For example, see C. G. Jung, Psychologie de Vinconscient, (Geneva: 1952) 220. 
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and deserving is your profession. 
As an expression of the admirable 
progress made in recent times by 
medical science, plastic surgery, in 
a sense, crowns that beneficent 
work, restoring harmony and dig- 
nity to parts of the body and at 
times also to the spirit. 

How many minds, depressed with 
inferiority complexes and prac- 
tically crippled in their activity, 
regain serenity and the dynam- 
ism of life in your able and frater- 
nal hands. 

How many faces of God’s chil- 
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dren, deprived by misfortune of 
the ability to reflect His beauty, 
regain from your science and art 
their lost smile. 

Be always aware that your mis- 
sion can and must reach beyond 
tissues and shapes, to the soul, and 
that you are to teach appreciation 
for the interior beauty of the soul. 

With these wishes, and trusting 
that your studies will always be 
marked by increased progress in 
this specialized surgery, We invoke 
heavenly favors upon you, your 
families and your patients. 
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A Finder's List for Papal Documents 


I. 


Documents appearing 


January 1-March 31, 1961 


1097. Twenty-five Years a Cardinal. 


(Dilecto Filio Nostro) December 


16, | 


1960. Message of Pope John XXIII to | 


Cardinal Tappouni: Congratulates on 
twenty-fifth anniversary of elevation to 
cardinalate. (Est. length: 90 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 18, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 26. 


1098. To Roman Workers. (Diletti 
figli lavoratori) December 31, 1960. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to an audience 
of Roman workingmen: Mentions the 
past year’s audiences; discusses impor- 
tance of truth and peace. (Est. length: 
500 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 2-3, 1961. 


1099. The Little Singers and the Lit- | 


urgy. (Soyez les bienvenus) January 1, 
1961. Address of Pope John XXIII to a 
group of choir boys from all over the 
world: Discusses participation in the 
liturgy; states hope in the young; urges 
courage to be holy; mentions death of 
Cardinal Wendel. (Est. length: 1800 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 2-3, 1961. English translation: 
TPS, v. 7, no. 1, 60-63. 


1100. The Death of Cardinal Wendel. 
(Ci sentiamo) Undated. Message to 
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Bishop Neuhiausler of Munich: States 
sorrow at death of Cardinal Wendel; 
cites good qualities. (Est. length: 180 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 2-3, 1961. 


1101. Catholic Radio Station in Nica- 
ragua. (Que la palabra) January 6, 
1961. Radio message of Pope John XXIII 
inaugurating new Catholic radio station 
in Managua, Nicaragua: Quotes St. 
Paul on spreading the Gospel; praises 
founders of new station. (Est. length: 
270 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 7-8, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 106. 


1102. Help for Families. (L’Angelus 
Domini) January 8, 1961. Radio address 
of Pope John XXIII on the Feast of the 
Holy Family: Discusses various difficul- 
ties of Christian families; assures fam- 
ilies of his prayers, affection, and con- 
cern. (Est. length: 450 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 11, 1961. English translation: TPS, 
v. 7, no. 2, 154-5. 


1103. Twenty-five Years a Bishop. 
(Haud minus paterni) January 9, 1961. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
de Barros Camara of Rio de Janeiro: 
Congratulates on 25th anniversary of 
episcopacy; praises his good works. (Fst. 
length: 600 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 2, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 101-102. 
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1104. Social Service. (C’est bien volon- 
tiers) January 14, 1961. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to the Tenth Interna- 
tional Conference on Social Service: 
Praises theme; mentions changes in 
world; discusses role of social service; 
commends international aspect. (Est. 
length: 900 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 15, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 102-04. 
English translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 1, 
32-33. 


1105. To the Bishops of Vietnam. (Jam 
in Pontificatus) January 14, 1961. Letter 
of Pope John XXIII to the Vietnamese 
hierarchy: Praises growth of Church in 
Vietnam; discusses cooperation between 
hierarchy and missionaries; praises mis- 
sionary achievements; exhorts Viet- 
namese Catholics to exemplary citizen- 
ship. (Est. length: 2025 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 22, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 84-88. 


English digest: TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 121-122. | 


1106. Hopes and Fears. (Qui e con- 
sessu) January 16, 1961. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to College of Cardinals 
at a consistory for the naming of new 
cardinals: Affirms own concern; laments 
for oppressed areas; gives reasons for 
hope; discusses peace, brotherhood; 
points to coming ecumenical council; 
lauds old and new cardinals. (Est. 
length: 2340 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 16-17, 1961; AAS 538 (1961) 66-71. 
English translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 1, 
43-48. 


1107. The Cardinals’ Birettas. (Le si- 
amo grati) January 18, 1961. Address 
of Pope John XXIII in reply to newly- 
. elected Cardinal Ritter: Discusses sig- 
nificance of ritual distribution of cardi- 
nals’ hats; mentions symbolical mean- 
ings of number of cardinals elected. 
(Est. length: 2250 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 20, 1961. English digest: TPS, v. 
7, no. 2, 122. 
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1108. Propagating the Faith. (Prima 
della grande) January 19, 1961. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to the College of 
Cardinals at a public consistory after 
consecration of new cardinals: States 
joy at occasion; reminds of own years 
in Propaganda Fidei. (Est. length: 540 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
uary 20, 1961. 


1109. Economic Cooperation Between 
Nations. (Votre présence ici) January 
26, 1961. Address of Pope John XXIII 
to European Parliamentary Assembly 
delegates: Praises goal of economic co- 
operation between nations; states hope 
for peace, brotherhood. (Est. length: 
900 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Jan- 
tary 27, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 104-105. 





1110. A Feast of Light and Joy. (Gli 
innumerevoli ceri) February 2, 1961. 
Address of Pope John XXIII at cere- 
| monial presentation of candles to him on 
Feast of Purification: States intention to 
send three candles to capitals of world; 
explains meaning of candles; states in- 
tention of gifts to be more vocations, 
world peace, success of ecumenical coun- 
cil. (Est. length: 1000 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 3, 1961. English translation: 
TPS, v. 7, no. 1, 7-9. 


1111. Vatican Radio After Thirty Years. 
(Or sono trent’anni) February 12, 1961. 
Address of Pope John XXIII on thirtieth 
anniversary of Vatican Radio: Recalls 
history of Vatican transmitter; praises 
its apostolic work; discusses significance 
of Vatican broadcasts. (Est. length: 
1500 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 13-14, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 151-3. 
English translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 
140-3. 


1112. The Art of Preaching. (L’incon- 
tro di questa) February 18, 1961. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to the Lenten 
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preachers and parish priests of Rome: 
Points out responsibility of preacher; 
discusses sources of material for ser- 
mons; warns about methods of preach- 
ing; cites need for personal holiness; 
discusses fit subject matter for sermons. 
(Est. length: 2750 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 18-14, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 154-8. 
English translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 1, 
49-54. 


1113. Ireland’s Priests. (Hibernorum 
Apostoli) February 18, 1961. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal D’Alton of 
Ireland: Cites St. Patrick’s evangeliza- 
tion of Ireland; praises Irish mission- 
aries; discusses Ireland’s abundance of 
vocations, priests’ work in other coun- 
tries; praises Irish relations with Vati- 
can. (Est. length: 1850 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, March 
22, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 217-20. 


1114. Cardinal Ferrari. (Con paterna 
letizia) February 19, 1961. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to Company of St. 
Paul: Mentions fortieth anniversary of 
death of Cardinal Andrea Ferrari, foun- 
der of Company of St. Paul; cites per- 
sonal memories of his last days; praises 
his good works; exhorts priests, reli- 
gious to follow his example. (Est. 
length: 2300 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 20-21, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 159- 
163. 


1115. The Bishops’ Relief Fund. (We 
have repeatedly) Undated. Message to 
the hierarchy in the United States: 
Praises American Catholics; cites help 
given by Catholic Relief Services of 
N.C.W.C.; states gratitude. (Est. length: 
350 words) 


English text: N.C.W.C. News Service, 
February 23, 1961. 


1116. The Christian Worker’s Safe- 
guard. (Alcune amabili) February 26, 
1961. Address of Pope John XXIII to a 
pilgrimage from Vicenza, Italy: Praises 
workers’ loyalty to Church; exhorts 
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them to intensify faith, charity auring 
Lent; recalls previous papal statements 
on dignity of worker. (Est. length: 
2200 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Feb- 
ruary 27-28, 1961. English translation: 
TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 118-117. 


1117. Suburban Dioceses of Rome. (Ad 
Suburbicarias Dioeceses) March 10, 
1961. Motu Proprio of Pope John 
XXIII on dioceses adjacent to Rome: 
Rescinds ancient “right of option” in ap- 
pointment of bishops to vacant sees ad- 
jacent to Rome diocese. (Est. length: 
450 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, March 
13-14, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 198. 


1118. Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 
(C'est une grande) March 15, 1961. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate: Praises 
missionary achievements; notes centen- 
nial of founder’s death; states hopes for 
future. (Est. length: 750 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, March 
16, 1961. 


1119. The Achievement of St. Patrick. 
(I fedeli di Irlanda) March 17, 1961. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to the Irish 
colony in Rome: Cites Patrick’s evange- 
lization of Ireland; points to effect on 
Ireland’s religious history; praises Pat- 
rick’s fidelity to Rome; states wishes for 
Ireland. (Est. length: 1800 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
March 18, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 221-5. 
English translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 
136-9. 


1120. Electronic Computers and _ the 
Men They Serve. (C’est bien volontiers) 
March 18, 1961. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to directors and employees of In- 
ternational Business Machines: Praises 
modern technology, IBM researchers; 


states Church’s interest in human prog- 
ress; mentions Thomistic index compiled 
by machines; discusses technology in 
service of spiritual values. (Est. length: 
1700 words) 
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French text: Osservatore Romano, 
March 19, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 225-7. 
English translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 


157-8. 
1121. St. Joseph and the Ecumenical 
Council. (Le voci) March 19, 1961. 


Apostolic Letter of Pope John XXIII to 
the bishops and faithful of the world: 
Reviews history of devotion to St. Jo- 
seph; cites papal statements on Joseph; 
mentions universal interest in ecumeni- 
cal council; quotes Pius XI on Joseph; 
discusses needs of council. (Est. length: 
4500 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
March 19, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 205-13. 
English translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 
123-30. 


1122. The Example of St. Joseph. 
(L’austerita) March 19, 1961. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to various religious 
communities and lay organizations: Dis- 
cusses liturgy of season; cites qualities 
of St. Joseph; relates personal anecdote; 
warns of age-old spiritual dangers; 
praises Rome’s religious institutes, Chris- 
tian activity. (Est. length: 2450 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
March 20-21, 1961. English translation: 
TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 181-5. 


II. 


Documents appearing 


April 1-June 30, 1961 


1123. The Society of Mary. (Cum per- 
latum) February 25, 1961. Létter of 
Pope John XXIII to Rev. Paul J. Hoffer, 
Superior General of the Society of 
Mary: Praises society; reviews its his- 
tory; sets aims. (Est. length: 500 
words) 


Latin text: Circular No. 17 issued by 
Marianist Generalate, Rome, April 8, 
1961. 


1124. Church Archives in Italy. (La 
sollecitudine) February 29, 1961. Motu 
Proprio of Pope John XXIII: Cites im- 
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portance of ecclesiastical archives in 
Italy; approves official status and consti- 
tution of Pontifical Commission for 
Church Archives in Italy. (Est. length: 
270 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
20, 1961. 


1125. To Cardinal Cerejeira. (Admo- 
dum gavisi) March 8, 1961. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Cerejeira 
of Lisbon: Congratulates on fiftieth an- 
niversary of ordination; praises pastoral 
work, apostolate. (Est. length: 650 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, April 
2, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 220-21. 


1126. To the Bishops of Indonesia. 
(Sacrarum expeditionum inclita) March 
20, 1961. Letter of Pope John XXIII to 
newly-created Indonesian hierarchy: 
Cites encyclical “Princeps Pastorum” on 
missions; grants petition for creation of 
Indonesian hierarchy; raises former vic- 
ariates, apostolic prefectures to ecclesi- 
astical provinces; discusses missionary 
history, growth of local Church; ex- 
presses confidence. (Est. length: 1700 
words) 


Latin Text: Osservatore Romano, May 
11, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 296-9. 


1127. Easter Message of 1961.(Ancora 
una volta) April 2, 1961. Radio broad- 
cast of Pope John XXIII to entire world: 
Comments on Easter liturgy; points to 
opponents of Christianity; cites lesson of 
Resurrection; offers encouragement. 
(Est. length: 3000 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
4-5, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 193-7. 


1128. To French and Belgian Pilgrims. 
(Votre présence) April 3, 1961. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to three groups of 
pilgrims from Belgium and France: 
Praises group dedicated to care of chil- 
dren; states goals in child care; congrat- 
ulates Sorbonne students attending Rich- 
elieu Center; urges widows’ sodality to 
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acceptance of trials. (Est. length: 1800 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, April 
4-5, 1961. 


1129. The Seminarian in Today’s 
World. (L’incontro) April 6, 1961. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to seminarians 
from central Italy and Sicily: Cites per- 
sonal memories of seminarians’ home 
areas; warns of suffering to be faced; 
compares weapons of enemy and of sem- 
inarians; advises on apostolate; states 
hope. (Est. length: 2250 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
7, 1961. English translation: TPS, v. 7, 
no. 2, 160-64. 


1130. The University of Santo Tomas 
in Manila. (In extremis Orientis) April 


6, 1961. Letter of Pope John XXIII to 
the Rector of the University of Santo 


Tomas, Manila: Sends good wishes on 


interest; sets goals. (Est. length: 1300 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, April 
29, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 303-5. 


1131. A Seminarian’s Prayer. (O Ver- 
gine Santa) April 7, 1961. Prayer com- 
posed by Pope John XXIII to be recited 
by seminarians throughout the world: 
Asks grace of priestly zeal, protection; 
states trust in Mary. (Est. length: 250 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
9, 1961. English translation: TPS, v. 7, 
no. 2, 165. 


1132. To Premier Fanfani. (Questo 
incontro) April 11,1961. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to Amintore Fanfani, Pre- 
mier of Italy: Comments on nature of 
Vatican-Italy relations; mentions unifi- 
cation of Italy, Lateran treaties; affirms 
good wishes. (Est. length: 800 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
12, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 227-8. 





| Bertilla Boscardin: 
| virtues of Blessed Bertilla; asks opinion 
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1133. Prayers for the Council. (Cele- 
brandi Concilit Oecumenici) April 11, 
1961. Apostolic Letter of Pope John 
XXIII on prayers for the ecumenical 
council: Announces pre-Pentecostal No- 
vena to Holy Spirit for ecumenical coun- 
cil; notes need for divine help; cites im- 
portance of prayers by all faithful. (Est. 
length: 900 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, April 
19, 1961; AAS 538 (1961) 241-2. 


1134. A New Saint. (Omnino cognitum 


| est) April 18, 1961. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to the cardinals of Rome at 


a consistory on canonization of Blessed 
Reviews life and 


of cardinals on her canonization; after 
assent of cardinals, announces decision 
in favor of canonization. (Est. length: 
580 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, April 


350th anniversary of university; lists 14, 1961. 


achievements of university; cites papal | 


1135. A Consecration in the Eastern 
Rite. (Il rito commovente) April 16, 1961. 
Address of Pope John XXIII at the con- 
secration of Archbishop Gabriel Acacio 
Coussa in the Greek Rite: Discusses 
Eastern liturgy; comments on threefold 
role of new bishop; recalls own days in 
East; discusses preparations for ecumen- 
ical council. (Est. length: 2050 words) 


| Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 


17-18, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 265-8. Eng. 
translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 3, 261-5. 


1136. Words of Hope for the Farmer. 
(EccoCi nuovamente) April 19, 1961. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to Italian 
Confederation of Independent Farmers: 
Praises work of farm groups; states 
sympathy for farmer; advises trust in 
God, self-reliance, trust in society; dis- 
cusses social justice; mentions forth- 
coming labor addresses, encyclical. (Est. 
length: 2400 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
21, 1961. English translation: TPS, v. 7, 
no. 2, 175-9. 
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1137. Fostering Vocations. (E’ grande) 
April 21, 1961. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to First National Italian Con- 
gress on Vocations to the Priesthood: 
Cites timeliness of topic; reminds of force 
of clergy’s example; discusses devel- 
opment of respect for priestly dignity; 
explains importance of seminaries in 
nourishing vocations; mentions shortage 
of vocations; pleads with heaven, clergy, 
family for vocations; cites concern for 
Latin America, help from Italy. (Est. 
length: 3500 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
22, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 308-14. Eng- 
lish translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 145-51. 


1138. The Importance of Catechism. 
(Al termine) April 22, 1961. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Urbani at 
close of Second Catechetical Congress: 
Recalls own memories of Venice; relates 
catechism, faith, and salvation; urges 
teaching of catechism by priests, par- 
ents, educators. (Est. length: 1000 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
26, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 305-08. Eng. 
excerpt: TPS, v. 7, no. 3, 219-20. 


1139. To Eastern Catholics in Rome. 
(La soave impressione) April 23, 1961. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the Sa- 
cred Congregation for the Oriental 
Church and to clergy and faithful of 
Eastern Rite: Mentions Eastern liturgy; 
recalls acquaintance with Bulgarians; 
tells story of Archbishop Sokolski; dis- 
cusses problem of conversion; states 
hopes; comments on significance of pres- 
ent meeting; relates personal anecdote; 
offers encouragement. (Est. length: 2300 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
24-25, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 314-18. 


* 1140. The Church and the Worker. 
(E” grande) April 23, 1961. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to Catholic Action 
groups and dock workers from Genoa: 
Cites own goodwill toward workers; 
mentions seventieth anniversary of “Re- 
rum novarum”; discusses Church-worker 
relations; notes primacy of spiritual 
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values; praises Catholic Action work 
with youth; discusses role of youth to- 
day. (Est. length: 2475 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
24-25, 1961. English excerpt: TPS, v. 
7, no. 2, 118-20. 


1141. Conflict in Algeria. (Dans les 
heures) April 24, 1961. Telegram of Pope 
John XXIII to Archbishop of Algiers: 
States concern for France and Algeria; 
promises efforts for peace. (Est. length: 
350 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, April 
27, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 327-8. 


1142. The St. Hedwig Choral Society. 
(La tradizione popolare) April 25, 1961. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the Ger- 
man Choral Society of St. Hedwig: Re- 
calls visit to Berlin; comments on per- 
formance. (Est. length: 630 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
27, 1961. 


1143. The Carmelites. (Amiamo dirvi) 
April 29, 1961. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to a general chapter of Discalced 
Carmelites: Comments on origins of 
Carmelites; discusses reasons for grati- 
tude; comments on true spirit of prayer; 
states need for their missionary work. 
(Est. length: 2025 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, April 
30, 1961. Eng. translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 
3, 282-5. 


1144. To a Pilgrimage from Bergamo. 
(Nel?accogliervi oggi) April 80, 1961. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to a pil- 
grimage from Bergamo: Welcomes pil- 
grims from own hometown; discusses 
teaching, apostolic role of papacy; 
praises piety of Bergamo population; 
recalls contributions of local prelates to 
Council of Trent, First Vatican Council; 
asks help for coming ecumenical council; 
exhorts faithful to pray for council. (Est. 
length: 4770 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, May 
2-8, 1961. 


1145. May Day Observances. (Ogni 
settimana) May 1, 1961. Address of 
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Pope John XXIII to an audience of pil- 
grims from many countries: Comments 
on May Ist as tribute to Our Lady, feast 
of St. Joseph the Worker, feast of all 
workers; affirms Church’s solicitude for 
workers. (Est. length: 900 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, May 
2-3, 1961. 


1146. Apostolate of the Catholic Wom- 
an. (C’est pour Nous) May 8, 1961. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to the World 
Union of Catholic Women’s Organiza- 
tions: Recalls history of group; dis- 
cusses their theme, “Catholic woman, in- 
strument of unity”; comments on their 
apostolate. (Est. length: 1800 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, May 
4, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 318-21. Eng. 
translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 8, 236-9. 


1147. Sixty Years a Priest. (Qui e sin- 
gulari) May 8, 1961. Letter of Pope 
John XXIII to Msgr. Antonio Torrini, 
Archbishop of Lucca, Italy: Congratu- 
lates on 60th anniversary of ordination. 
(Est. length: 90 words) 


Latin text: 
8-9, 1961. 


Osservatore Romano, May 


1148. To Queen Elizabeth. (C’est avec 
le plus) May 5, 1961. Greetings of Pope 
John XXIII to Queen Elizabeth of Eng- 
land at official visit: Recalls former 
papal visits by British monarchs; praises 
British diplomats in Vatican; cites Brit- 
ish contribution to world peace; mentions 
loyalty of Catholics. (Est. length: 1260 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, May 
6, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 321-3. English 
translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 155-7. 


1149. Origins of Holiness. (Hodier- 
no die) May 11, 1961. Homily of Pope 
John XXIII at canonization ceremonies 
for St. Bertilla Boscardin: Explains 
choice of Ascension Day for rites; 
praises virtues of new saint; stresses her 
humility; cites family, study of cate- 
chism, response to God’s call, as leading 
to sainthood; urges her as example. 
(Est. length: 2900 words) 
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Latin text: Osservatore Romano, May 
12-18, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 291-5. 


1150. A Venetian Saint. (La Nostra 
gioia) May 11, 1961. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to a Venetian pilgrimage on 
occasion of canonization of St. Bertilla 
Boscardin: Recalls own years in Vene- 
tian area; commends traditional faith, 
loyalty of Venetians; describes ideal 
parish; encourages seminarians; urges 
universal charity; discusses need for 
missionaries; comments on new saint. 
(Est. length: 3375 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, May 


12-18, 1961. Eng. excerpt: TPS, v. 7, no. 
8, 221-3. 


1151. The Spirit of Catholic Action. 
(C’est un magnifique) May 12, 1961. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to members of 
Catholic Action of the Independent So- 
cial Classes of France: Congratulates 
on anniversary; praises apostolic goal; 
urges spiritual life, cooperation, unity 
with bishops. (Est. length: 2850 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, May 
14, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 323-7. Eng. 
translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 8, 206-10. 


1152. To Cardinal Larraona. (Quinqua- 
gesimum sacerdotii) May 138, 1961. Tele- 
gram of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Larraona: Congratulates on 50th anni- 
versary of priesthood. (Est. length: 75 
words) 


Latin text: 
12-18, 1961. 


Osservatore Romano, June 


1153. Christianity and Social Prob- 
lems: Preview of a New Encyclical. (La 
vostra presenza) May 14, 1961. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to an audience of 
workers: Discusses “Rerum novarum”; 
explains contributions of “Quadragesimo 
anno”; praises social teachings of Pius 
XII; states reason for delay of new en- 
cyclical; briefly describes contents of 
first two parts of new encyclical; dis- 
cusses third part and its emphasis on 
poverty of underdeveloped countries; 
discusses responsibility of other coun- 
tries to help; comments on fourth part 
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and changes since “Rerum novarum”; 
cites efficacy of social apostolate. 
length: 5100 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, May 
15-16, 1961. English translation: TPS, 
v. 7, no. 2, 1038-12. 


1154. New Bishops from New Nations. 
(Lo svolgimento del rito) May 21, 1961. 
Address of Pope John XXIII after con- 
secration of fourteen missionary bish- 
ops: Cites variety of origins of new 
bishops; compares promotion to episco- 
pal dignity to emergence of their coun- 
tries; discusses need for prayers, cooper- 
ation of clergy, laity; hopes for mission- 
ary vocations; recalls centenary of 
founder of Oblates of Mary Immaculate; 
comments on significance of Pentecost. 
(Est. length: 2300 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, May 
22-23, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 358-62. 


1155. To the City of Paris. (C’est une 
bien grande) May 23, 1961. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to a delegation from 
the municipality of Paris: Recalls own 
Parisian nunciature; praises cultural, 
civic activities; discusses city’s seal, 
motto. (Est. length: 675 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, May 
24, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 363-4. 


1156. St. Gregory VII. (L’incontro 
settimanale) May 31, 1961. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to a general audience: 
Recalls popes buried in Vatican Basilica; 
notes temporary transfer of St. Gregory 
VII’s remains from Salerno; sums up 
highlights in his life; stresses his life- 
long devotion to Mary; notes coincidence 
of solemn closing of May Marian festiv- 
ities. (Est. length: 2880 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, June 
_ 2-8, 1961. 


1157. Lourdes Pilgrimage. (Le qua- 
triéme pélerinage) June 4, 1961. Letter 
of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Feltin, 
Archbishop of Paris: Praises interna- 
tional pilgrimage of soldiers to Lourdes; 
stresses peacemaking role of justice, 
charity. (Est. length: 315 words) 


(Est. | 
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French text: Osservatore Romano, June 
7, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 366-7. 


1158. To Belgian King and Queen. (La 
visite que Nous) June 8, 1961. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to King Baudouin and 
Queen Fabiola of Belgium: Notes Bel- 
gian and Spanish faith, loyalty to 
Church; affirms confidence in future; 
discusses symbolism of marital union. 
(Est. length: 1895 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, June 
9, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 364-6. 


1159. To the Central Preparatory Com- 
mission: Prologue. (Congregatos Vos) 
June 11, 1961. Address of Pope John 
XXIII at opening of first session of 
ecumenical council’s Central Prepara- 
tory Commission: Describes past prog- 
fess toward council, present stage; dis- 
cusses past councils; states business at 
hand; calls on various saints for sup- 
port. (Est. length: 2450 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, June 
12-18, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 495-9. Eng. 
translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 8, 241-5. 


1160. Twenty Five Years at the Vatican 
Library. (Quinque implenti lustra) June 
12, 1961. Letter of Pope John XXIII to 
Fr. Anselmo Maria Albareda, 0O.S.B., 
Director of Vatican Library: Congrat- 
ulates on 25th anniversary of appoint- 
ment; praises library improvements, 
scholarly projects. (Est. length: 540 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, June 
18, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 489-90. 


1161. The Teaching Brother. (Les 
sentiments filiaux) June 14, 1961. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to superiors 
of the Brothers of the Christian Schools: 
Recalls own contacts with Christian 
Brothers; cites importance of their 
work; mentions hardships; points to 
waiting harvest of young students. (Est. 
length: 1700 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, June 
15, 1961. Eng. translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 
8, 224-7. 
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1162. Twenty-Five Years a Cardinal. 
(Hoc mense quinque) June 15, 1961. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Tisserant, Dean of Sacred College of 
Cardinals: Congratulates on 25th anni- 
versary of cardinalate; praises leader- 
ship, scholarly achievements. (Est. 
length: 540 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, June 
22, 1961; AAS 53 (1961) 490-91. 


1163. To the Central Preparatory Com- 
mission: Epilogue. (Progredientes leni- 
ter) June 20, 1961. Address of Pope 
John XXIII at end of first session of Sec- 
ond Vatican Council’s Central Prepara- 
tory Commission: Notes decisions made; 
coinments on interest of laymen, press; 
cites aims of council, need for divine 
help; instructs on general conduct of 
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council; mentions those outside the 
Church. (Est. length: 2070 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, June 
21, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 499-503. Eng. 
translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 3, 246-50. 


1164. China and the Catholic Church. 
(Quotiescumque Nobis occasio) June 29, 
1961. Apostolic letter of Pope John 
XXIII to Thomas Cardinal Tien at Tai- 
pei, Formosa: Discusses new bishops 
and catholicity of Church; comments on 
oppression of Church on mainland 
China; states meaning of new bishop- 
rics; declares hope for future. (Est. 
length: 2300 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, June 


29, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 465-9. Eng. 
translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 8, 211-14. 
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